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Editor’s Letter

by Seung-yu Kim,
Chairman of
School Foundation

A full semester has now passed since all three grades have come together to form a complete family here at 
Hana Academy Seoul, and it is a pleasure to watch Hana Academy Seoul continue to develop with each 

passing day. I am yet further delighted to see the launch of the new English magazine Horizons.

Where Hana Academy Times has fulfilled the function of reporting on school-related news, Horizons will carry 
in-depth analyses and criticism of a wider range of topics around the world.

Analysis and criticism are not simply the relaying of news or knowledge. Writers must incorporate objective, 
external facts into their judgment and evaluation as they express their personal thoughts and opinions. In 
addition to learning about diverse topics, students will have opportunities to analyze and evaluate things from 
their own perspectives.

At the same time, it is important to be willing to listen to ideas other than one’s own. There are countless 
maxims around the world about respectful, attentive listening. The reason that attentive listening is so prized is 
that the ability to persuade others starts with the ability to listen. In a society as diverse and pluralistic as that 
we live in today, it is important to be able to listen to different opinions far and wide, compare them with one’s 
own, and think deeply on a wide range of subjects. I hope that Horizons will offer you the opportunity to listen 
to the diversity of thoughts and opinions while at the same time expressing your own.

In this modern society, technology and knowledge have become so advanced and specialized that it is not 
easy even to master one’s own subject area. In the past, for instance, the discipline of physics advanced on the 
shoulders of the proposed theories of such intellectual giants as Newton and Einstein. Nowadays, as countless 
physicists propose a steady stream of new theories, new advances can be achieved only after rigorous testing 
and confirmation by an equally countless number of experimental physicists. This is not even to say that the 
accomplishments of physics that come from such prodigious effort can explain or solve every problem. The 
point is that it is important to concentrate on one’s area of specialization, but in order to understand the vast 
diversity of experiences that the world offers one must maintain a keen interest in continuing to broaden one’s 
intellectual horizons. 

It is thus my hope that the aptly-named Horizons will give students at Hana numerous opportunities to broaden 
those intellectual horizons. The time that you spend thinking deeply about, analyzing, and gaining new insights 
into things that you cannot learn in the classroom will benefit you greatly, both now and in the future.

Now that the intense heat of the summer has passed, fall is just around the corner. After the short but restful 
and productive break, I hope and expect that the fall will offer up a bountiful harvest to our students, parents, 
teachers, and all those who support Hana Academy Seoul.

by Jin-sung Kim,
Principal of
Hana Academy Seoul

F irst of all and on behalf of all the Hana Academy Seoul family, I’d like to congratulate the students for 
publishing Hana Academy’s new English periodical, “HORIZONS”. Since HAS’s beginning, the school 

newspaper “Hana Academy Times” has been published both in Korean and in English. During this time, there 
were proposals for a dedicated English-language publication and these proposals have now come to fruition. 
Therefore, with the first release of “HORIZONS”, only articles written in Korean will be printed in “Hana 
Academy Times” while English articles and editorials will be published separately in “HORIZONS”.

Thanks to “HORIZONS”, there will be increased opportunity for HAS students to connect with not only our 
HAS family but with people all around the world. Truly, it will be a pathway to understanding and academic 
growth. As suggested by the title of our new periodical, I hope that the students can expand their intellectual 
horizons and become creative and outstanding world leaders.

I’d like to express my deep gratitude to the teachers and all student editorial staffs who have worked tirelessly 
day and night to prepare the publication of “HORIZONS”. I would also like to thank all the students, parents, 
teachers, staffs, and all those who showed us their great support and love. I look forward to our new magazine 
becoming a space for our students to express their creativity, and for us all to be inspired.

Congratulatory	Message

Greetings, 

I am Lee Jong-hyun, the chief editor of the Hana Academy Seoul newspaper. Our writing is the reflection of what our eyes register, in other words, 

the truth. When I was appointed as the chief editor, my goal became to publish writing that can ring with the truth and only the truth. Before, our 

newspapers were about students’ daily lives, schedules, and so on. I sincerely felt that we needed pages that will show what we, as students, are 

thinking about; as a result, we have come to this.I hope that this magazine becomes a reader-friendly piece. We are aware that many of our readers 

are not fluent English speakers. Still, we have undergone numerous changes and have conducted thorough research to make our writing enjoyable.

We thank Principal Kim Jin-sung for authorizing the publication of this magazine, Mrs. Kim Myung-jin for guiding us from the beginning, 

Mr.Victor Oh and Mr. Daniel Barton for proofreading, and our newspaper staff and reporters for your hard work. ‘Horizons’ could not have existed 

without your unwavering support.

“A dream is the bearer of a new possibility, the enlarged horizon, the great hope.” - Howard Thurman
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SpaceX’s First Private Supply Spaceship Returned to its Home, Earth
Cho, Si Yeon

“Welcome home baby,” said SpaceX (Space Exploration Technologies Corporation) 
founder and design chief Elon Musk, when the capsule “Dragon” returned to Earth on 
May 31. Dragon, the world’s first private supply spaceship, parachuted into the Pacific on 
Thursday after the trip to space. It had been sent to ISS (International Space Station) in 
order to send materials, including equipment, food, and clothes, in exchange for useless 
equipment, like trash and experiment data. The world’s first commercial cargo carrier 
had a nine-day test flight that was virtually flawless, beginning with the May 22nd launch 
aboard the SpaceX company’s Falcon 9 rocket from Cape Canaveral. After the arrival, 
Dragon was sent to Texas, where SpaceX is sited. Elon Musk stated that the goal for 
SpaceX will be to repeat the same success on future flights.

7-11 hits Indonesia
Kim, Keun Hee

The convenience store 7-11 
has found a way to adapt to 
the Indonesian ways of life. As 
night falls, groups of teenagers 
a n d  t w e n t y - s o m e t h i n g s 
gathered in front of the store, 
hanging out, chatting on the 
tables with drinks.  Seven 
Eleven became a trend to the 
Indonesians and a place for 
“hanging out”. Its hot spot, 
or Wifi spot, and the drink 
supplies attract the students and 
teenagers. This change is just 
one consequence of the rapid 
economic growth. 

Te n  y e a r s  a g o ,  y o u n g 
people in Indonesia gathered 
and gossiped in the street 
with street-side food called 
“warung.” But globalization 
and economic growth emerged 
with social change. In other 
words, Seven-Eleven provided 
an alternative with better quality 
warung.

Seven-Eleven’s strategy is 
blending small supermarkets 
with inexpensive ready-made 
food and seating, which attracts 
customers in a city desperately 
lacking outdoor recreation 
space and snarled by traffic 
jams that often restrict mobility. 
This change in the students’ 
and teenagers’ play-out location 
indicates the change of society 
as a whole.

Greece might succeed from Euro Zone
Choi, Kyung Gi

The European financial crisis, which originated from 
Greece, seems unlikely to get better. Not only are 
EU nations  affected, but the whole world is feeling 
the crisis. As a result, there has been a discussion of 
whether Greece will withdraw from the Euro zone 
because the possibility of the country defaulting would 
jeopardize all nations that had bought Greece’s debt.

The common currency used in the Euro zone is 
the “euro”, not a national currency. Therefore, the 
government’s fiscal policy-controlling government 
expenditure or tax rate is comparatively ineffective. If 
Greece secedes from the Euro zone and uses its fiscal 
policies properly, it can stabilize Greece’s economy.

However, Greece cannot ignore the risk of seceding 
from the Euro zone. Defaulting can decrease its credit 
standing considering the fact that the economic structure 
of Greece is almost impossible to stand up on its own.

EU nations and international organizations strongly 
forced Greece’s government to reduce spending 
while increasing tax rates and decreasing welfare 
expenditures, wages, and disposing public enterprises 
rather than leaving from the Euro zone. As we can see 
from the protests, the response from Greece is violent.

Internal and external conflict is endangering Greece 
more and more.

Politics in Australia
Kim, Keun Hee

Australia is the only nation 
to occupy an entire continent, 
which is the driest inhabited 
continent on Earth, with a 
populat ion of  22 mil l ion. 
Australia was once composed 
of one culture, but has since 
become increasingly multi-
cultural due to the rapid rise of 
immigration rates. 

The country’s current prime 
minister is Julia Gillard, of the 
center-left Labor Party, who 
is also the first female leader. 
Just two months after Gillard 
became prime minister, the 
Labor Party faced a tough fight 
for survival in an unexpectedly 
t ight  elect ion,  which was 
dominated by concerns over 
immigration policy. After more 
than two weeks of political 
impasse, Gillard won support 
for a minority government after 
two independent legislators 
signed on. Under the nation’s 
pro-immigration policies, 
Australia’s population grew 
by more than 2 percent in 
2009. Simultaneously, negative 
consequences occurred over 
the increase in asylum-seekers, 
mostly from Afghanistan and 
Sri Lanka, by way of Indonesia.

China is Running Policy to Increase Investment
Cho, Si Yeon

China’s economic growth has slowed down. In order to stop the decrease of economic 
growth, China’s economic planning agency, the National Development and Reform 
Commission, decided to expand its investment policy in the first four months of this 
year. First-quarter gross domestic product was up 8.1% from the year before compared 
to the growth rates of 8.9% in the fourth quarter and 9.2% for the whole of 2011. The 
investment projects range from new steel mills to hospitals, and water-treatment plants to 
clean-energy projects. However, Chinese government researchers insist that China will 
likely be more conservative this time around. It’s because of the concern that too much 
investment could worsen overcapacity in some sectors, and that its banks cannot afford a 
second lending binge. Also, the high possibility of inflation is to be considered.

On the other hand, some are doubtful about the need for policy of increasing 
investment, saying that it’s too early to stimulate China in response to a financial crisis.

India&Myanmar :
their relationship seems 
positive

Choi, Keong Ji

I n d i a  s i g n e d  1 2  b i l a t e r a l 
a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  M y a n m a r, 
restraining the expansion of China’s 
influence on energy resources in 
Myanmar. Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan  S ingh ’s  v i s i t  t o 
Myanmar was the first summit 
diplomacy in 25 years. A reason 
behind this may be that Myanmar 
is now a key source of energy for 
India. India’s Foreign Secretary 
Ranjan Mathai said that New 
Delhi will be actively encouraging 
companies’ overseas expansion 
in Myanmar both onshore and 
offshore. 

The agreements involve the 
following: extending a $500 million 
bank credit line; establishing a rice 
biotechnology park in Myanmar; 
promoting development in border 
areas; allowing Indian aerial 
carriers its fifth freedom rights; 
joining working groups; enhancing 
rail connectivity; and repairing and 
upgrading a road linking Moreh.

Meanwhile, India had kept aloof 
from military regime in Myanmar 
and backed up Aung San Suu kyi, 
the symbol of democracy against 
the Myanmar regime. India and 
Myanmar share a land border of 
more than 1,600 kilometers and 
long historical links as well. How 
these facts would affect their 
relationship is yet to be seen.

“The most incomprehensible thing about the world

is that it is at all incomprehensible”

- Albet Einstein

Approving Growth
Project approvals by China’s National Development and 
Reform Commission

Source : National Development and 
Reform Commission 
The Wall Street Journal0       50     100   150    200    250
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Environment in Indonesia
Kim, Keun Hee 

Why so famous?

I t’s over 4million people.The Korean 
Romantic movie Introduction to 

Architecture was successful at the box-
office, arousing a boom. According to a 
Movie industry Promotion Committee, 
total accumulated audiences were 4million.

It overturned the record of other two 
Korean Romance movies; Our Happy 
Time Together(3.15million) and You are my 
sunshine(3.05million).

A subject matter of the movie is puppy 
love between two main characters 
(Seungmin and Seoyeon), but it also 
deals with the present time. At the present 
time, Seoyeon(Han Gain) suddenly visits 
Seungmin(Um Taewoong)’s office and 
requests him to build her new house on 
Jeju island. Then their story goes back to 
the past when they were undergraduates 
in college. Juxtaposition of the past and 
present is a noticeable feature of the movie.

Then why is this movie so popular? 
What’s so special about this movie? There 
are various factors that make ‘Introduction 
to Architecture’ such a successful movie.

First of all, casting contributed to its 
success. Separating actors of the present 
and the youth, the effect of sympathy 
was maximized. Also, it is evaluated that 
the actor and actress were appropriate to 
express the fresh love. The actress named 
“Suzi”, who acted out the heroine’s past, is 
a member of one of the most popular girl 
groups nowadays.

Because of her, the movie drew more 
people who are passionate fans of her. Her 
long straight hair and naive appearance 
were said to be “just right” for the role. 
Also, the actor that played hero’s past is 
a rising rookie named “Jae-Hun Lee”. He 
is gathering more fans by his attractive 
appearance and brilliant acting. Those 

two stars have played decisive roles in the 
popularity of ‘Introduction to Architecture’.

Also, the scenes from the film were well 
refined. Past scenes have the subdued 
colors and atmosphere. Especially vistas 
taken on Jeju island contain gorgeous 
views of nature including the sea. So, 
people could enjoy the beautiful scenes and 
rest while watching the movie.

Moreover, the movie touched everyone’s 
memory of “first love” regardless of age or 
gender by evoking empathy.

Every person has their own experience 
of first love. ‘Introduction to Architecture’ 
revealed the images and characters that 
represent the sweet melancholy memories 
of the love.

The movie was pretty much seen by 
middle-aged men, which is unusual for 
a romance movie. The scenes of the past 
(around 1990’s) targeted people within that 
age. Clothing, music, background features 
of the movie stimulated those people 
so that they can concentrate on both the 
storyline and their reminiscence .

Lastly, though the genre of the movie 
was romance, a bit of humor was reflected 
in it. The character named “Napdeuk-e” 
played an indispensable role by preventing 
this movie from becoming a sad and 
plain love story. Because of him, the 
audience could feel not only sadness but 
feel romance tinged with a bit of humor 
making this movie much more dynamic. 
A simple comic character made this movie 
successful by evoking diverse emotions 
from the audiences.

Important Facts about the Movie
We also found a few significant factors 

about the movie. First, it suggested new 
condition of box-office profits.

Despite genre limitations, the movie 

proved that a Korean romantic movie can 
also achieve success without sensational 
special effects. This big hit will serve as 
momentum which spurs movie production 
companies to target the middle-aged as 
well. Secondly, it overcame the crisis of 
illegal downloading. Illegal files spread 
out through the sites while the movie was 
on screen, but fortunately people chose to 
go to the theater rather than download it. 
Lastly, it defeated Hollywood blockbuster 
movies. The following three movies; The 
Hunger games, Battleship, The Avengers 
were successful in the world market. Alas, 
their fame withered when confronted with 
the movie “Introduction to Architecture” 
in Korea. True, The Avengers made a stir. 
However, Introduction to Architecture 
had been put on screen for 4weeks when 
The Avengers were just introduced, and its 
continuous popularity was quite a shock.

That ‘Introduction to Architecture’ was 
popular doesn’t mean it was perfect and 
irreproachable. There were criticisms 
toward the movie about the actors’ acting 
skills and the development of scenarios. 
Though it’s controversial, the two main 
actresses received criticism on their acting 
were that they were mediocre in their 
portrayal of emotion. In addition, other 
people argue that some scenes were lax 
and unnecessary. A critic contended that 
a scene using abusive language was too 
sudden and inappropriate.

However, it’s clear that the movie has 
some meaning and significance. The 
movie showed a beautiful view and also 
popular actors and actresses with images 
of purity and innocence. Furthermore, it 
reminded people of their own experience 
of first love. It obviously left a memorable 
record in both the movie industry and 
peoples’ minds.

F or the past half century a rise in the awareness of 
environmental issues took place, arousing and emphasizing 

the importance of an exigent measure corresponding to this 
global issue. Many realize the lack of natural resources with the 
increase of population. We finally came to learn the importance 
of conservation for our valuable supplies. The task of 
preservation and the raise of awareness regarding this pressing 
problem is the duty that currently lies in our hands. Despite the 
strong support of various organizations, active governments and 
policies, the goal to protect the world casts a doubt upon the 
question whether it would be available to preserve the world; 
its too late. The world faces the threat of environmental matters 
and action is urgent.

Indonesia also confronts severe environmental problems.

Deforestation, wildlife trade, pollution, overfishing etc and 
vanishing natural resources appear to be issues of poverty, 
population pressure and poor governance. Across the world, a 
growing appetite for Indonesia’s fish, oil, palm, timber, wood 
pulp, gold, oil and gas resources are pressing the country to 
keep on exporting its natural heritage in the form of oils, logs, 
fish fillets and photo-copy paper. These activities are taking 
place illegally and/or are carried out in an unsustainable way.

Indonesia houses the most extensive rain forest cover in 
all of Asia, though it is rapidly developing these lands to 
accommodate its increasing population and growing economy. 
Indonesia is home to at least 29,375 species of vascular plants, 
of which 59.6 percent are endemic. During 2000 and 2005, the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization estimated that Indonesia 
lost a massive 1,87 million of its forest every year-an area the 
size of Portugal. The loss of land culminates in the habitat loss 
for endangered species, loss of livelihoods for forest people 
and the loss of revenue for local and central governments. One 
determinant cause is the increase of global demand for wood 
pulp, palm oil and timber, and the resulting clearance of forests 
for plantations. Moreover, wildlife over-exploitation is severe in 

Indonesia, where human resources and funding are inadequate 
to monitor the wildlife trade and enforce existing protection 
laws. Endangered species, due to habitat loss and degradation, 
are especially at risk. Unsustainable and illegal wildlife trade 
leads to negative consequences and leaves a profound loss to 
not only the nation but also the world as a whole.

Most, if not all, of Indonesia’s captured fisheries are fully or 
overexploited. Adding to this problem are efforts to increase 
the catch of Indonesia’s fisheries, pushing fish populations ever 
closer to the brink of depletion. Bad fisheries practices further 
increase the problem. Destructive fishing such as cyanide 
and blast fishing on coral reefs has degraded not only the 
ecosystems, but also affected the vast number of marine species 
that depend on them. In addition, rapid economic development, 

particularly around major population centers results in large 
amounts of sewage and industrial pollution, causing the decline 
of many reef areas especially those near growing cities such 
as Jakarta, Ambon and so on. There are also environmental 
problems linked to rapid urbanization and economic 
development. Air pollution, traffic congestion, garbage 
management, and reliable water and waste water services etc 
are components that significantly impact the environment.

In terms of possible means and efforts that can be taken 
in order to address this problem, prevention efforts through 
public campaigns with strong messages would be a good start; 
educational efforts with public campaigns are possible in 
order to increase the awareness of this problem in the minds of 
the citizens. On top of that, the variety of re-newable energy 
sources are available and safe, and rather easily secured, 
rendering them reliable means to dispose pollution and 
waste in the long term. Non-carbon-dioxide-emitting energy 
technologies do not exist, however, at present, there is no 
doubt that upon the fact that overcoming the present scale and 
developing an appropriate energy technology is urgent and 
necessary.

Confirming	the	possibility	of	
Korean	Romance	movie;
Almost	a	phenomenon,

“Introduction to Architecture”
Cho, Si yeon,  Choi, Kyung Gi

“My	heart	can’t	face	you	as	a	friend	anymore”
- Introduction to Architecture
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 How SMART
            are you?

Kim, Kyu Dong / Hwang, Hye WonSmartphone

Hey, check this out!
A brand new Samsung Galaxy S3!

Not interested. I’m waiting for my Apple Iphone 5
to be released in October.

No! Apple’s new CEO Tim Cook will change it into 4 inches.

But big-screen smartphones are now the mainstream.
Apple cannot reverse what their customers want.

Still, Iphone’s grip is the best in the universe.

But you should agree that Iphone SIRI
is much more accurate in voice recognizing.

Hey, even though Galaxy S may have fancy software, 
Apple’s app store is much more diverse and abundant.

Yeah, I’ve heard about LG, HTC, Blackberry and Nokia.

I totally agree with you. Since 2010, when the Iphone 4 
and Galaxy S were released, these other smartphones 
started springing up. Now I’m hesitating to buy new 
smartphone because better models will be released soon 
after my purchase.

Me neither. Now I can use Facebook, play 
soccer games, download and listen to music, 
and watch movies with my phone.

What’s the matter? You always loved your phone.

I understand. Sometimes my eyes dry out and 
I get a severe headache. I don’t know if it’s 
because of excess smartphone use, but I think 
there must be some kind of correlation to it.

Not a bad idea. Let’s try it.

Come on, you see this 4.8 inches 
super AMOLED screen?
I’ve heard that Iphone still uses 3.5.

It’s just a wild guess. Apple didn’t say anything about it.
And, Steve Jobs once said that Iphone’s screen would
never be larger than 4 inches.

One more thing about the Galaxy: 
the motif of Galaxy S3 is “inspired by 
nature”. It is ergonomically designed 
to fit our body.

In the Galaxy S3, there are tons of useful devices.
Did you know S-Voice that can understand your voice?
By using this, you can set the alarm, or take a photo.

Yeah… but actually people don’t usually talk to their 
smart phones. The new Galaxy model can catch your 
motion and respond to your iris, either.

You can say that again, actually.
Anyway, there are a lot more companies 
that are competing against Apple and 
Samsung.

As there are more and more competitions going on, 
the smartphone industry is improving incredibly fast.

When they f i rst  came out,  people were 
fascinated by 3G network system. Indeed, 
it was a brand new idea to surf on the web 
with your phone. But now, we use the 4G LTE 
network. It only took a year and a half for this 
change.

You know what, when I was in middle school,
I never imagined a world where I could surf the 
Internet on my way to school. That was only 
four years ago!

But I have a problem with my Galaxy lately.

I can’t concentrate on my academics works 
because of my phone. It distracts me as my 
hand keeps unlocking my Galaxy.

Then, why don’t we set this as a research 
topic for our project?
We can find out some advantages and 
disadvantages of using smartphones. 
Moreover, we may suggest how the people 
should use smartphones to alleviate some 
side effects of the electronic devices
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Smartphone, the magic wand casting “Accio”(18)
When	a	smartphone	is	in	your	hand,	new	world	is	there.	A	boundary	of	your	approach	crosses	an	original	boundary.	

You	perceive	everything	that	is	happening	anytime	you	want.	You	touch	with	your	fingers	things	that	were	beyond	your	grasp.	
It	is	a	magic	wand	realized	by	modern	technology	that	grants	you	the	power	to	acquire	what	you	want.

Kim, Hakyoo

Smartphones : Are they really smart?(16)
“Smartphones. who cares? I only have dummy phones”

- Don Rickles
Lee,Seung Joon

New entertainment
Do you know a chubby, reddish, 

fierce but cute bird? Yes—it is the 
Angry Bird. Just pull and let go, and 
the red bird flies across the screen 
and brings down green pigs. Some 
calculation is required to direct the 
angle and power to accurately hit the 
pigs with limited attempts. It is easy to 
play but challenging to win.

Other games give you the chance of 
experiencing high technology. Asphalt 
series is a racing game. Like other 
ordinary driving games, the goal is to 
beat other challengers. However, the 
gyroscope sensor grants you the new 
means of racing. Instead of buttons, 
you can steer a car by just tilting 
your phone, enabling you the virtual 
experience of real driving. Moreover, 
high resolution creates a vividness that 
entertains your eyes. Are you excited to 
search for games in the app store? Be 
careful. The more attractive they are, 
the easier it is to become addicted.

Ubiquitous
Unlimited access to the Internet 

wherever or whenever you want is 
the most powerful innovation planted 
in a smartphone. You can secretly 
Google sexy photos of your favorite 
actress Emma Watson in a classroom. 
You can watch a replay of a derby 
match between Manchester United 
and Manchester City in a subway. 
You can share your pictures or posts 
in  Facebook in  a  subway.  Most 
importantly, you can reserve Hana 
Academy Seoul’s crowded library seat 
while you are in a cafeteria line. A 
smartphone is a navigator in your hand, 
showing you how to sail the ocean of 
the Internet regardless of your time or 
place. This ubiquity of a smartphone 
grants you the way ofaccessing a 
broader world.

When a  smartphone is  in  your 
hand, a new world is there. You cross 
boundaries that were once impossible 
to cross. You perceive everything that 
is happening at anytime. You touch 
things that were once beyond your 
grasp. It is a magic wand formed by 
modern technology that grants you the 
power to acquire what you want.

Multitasking function
At least three devices have become 

essential when going out. A cellphone 
to contact other people anytime you 
need to,  an mp3 player to block 
honking cars or other people’s talking, 
and a digital camera to permanently 
record insightful moments of life. 
However, the problem is that carrying 
these three items at one time makes 
our arms too exhausted. Also, it is 
inconvenient to worry every second 
if we have our things, or worry about 
placing these devices in a position 
where we can reach them easily 
whenever we want them. Although it 
is ‘difficult’ to be comfortable with all 
three devices, a smartphone gives you 
the alternate solution: all three in one.

When you go outs ide ,  there  is 
nothing to consider. You do not have to 
worry about bringing a big backpack 
that hampers your fashion. Just get a 
smartphone in your pocket and all three 
will be with you. Additionally, a laptop 
is also inside your smartphone. With 3g 
or LTE connection, the vast world of 
Internet is in your reach. Enabling you 
to use all these function at one time, 
the smartphone proves to be a real 
multitasking device.

  
Human alienation

Smart phones definitely made it easier 
to access social network services. The 
age of a ubiquitous life does not seem 
so far away. However, smart phones 
are causing social problems that we do 
not want. Now everyone can access 
SNS and enjoy multimedia almost 
anywhere, which is causing people to 
gradually lose their ability to make ties 
in reality. Douglas Rushoff, a well-
known American media theorist, says 
that media is taking away the freedom

and choice of how we communicate 
others. Twitter cages us in the rule of 
‘following’ and limits our thoughts 
to 140 words.  This programmed 
communication lifestyle inside SNS 
slithers out and eventually affects our 
real social life.

In the end, even best friends and 
families look into their own smart 
phones when they meet. This is why 
the ubiquitous life of smart phones, 
ironically, leads to human alienation.

 Jeopardized privacy areas
If you use a smart phone, especially 

when you are in SNS, your information 
is constantly being collected. The 
moment you touch an advertisement 
or  you use applicat ion services, 
information of your private life—such 
as your favorite food, song, occupation, 
and even where you are—leaks out. 
You do not know who is collecting 
your information. The growing rate 
of network fraud and hacking just 
make things worse. Although there 
are continuous efforts done to block 
information theft, vaccine programs 
and ad-blocks do not work out as 
expected. There is no clear solution. If 
you consider your privacy and personal 
information, it is recommendable to 
be careful about potential threats when 
you use smart phones.

Addiction to smart phones
Everything entertaining is addictive. 

The smart phone is not an exception. 
It’s impossible to stop using smart 
phones after you are used to its pattern 
of entertainment. The addiction is 
much more serious since it is portable 
and not considered harmful. People 
use their smart phones during class, 
work, meals, and before sleeping. An 
addiction to smart phones worsen the 
harmful effects mentioned above. To 
escape this vicious cycle, smart phone 
users should be fully aware of the risks 
of using smart phones rather than only 
focusing on the merits it brings.

Destruction of creativity
If given a smart phone with a lot of 

applications, movies, and music, you 
can entertain yourself for days. You 
no longer need to read books when 
thrilling movies are waiting for you 
right on your palm. You no longer 
need to play soccer under the hot sun 
when there is an exciting soccer game 
installed in your smart phone. But what 
happens when this continues on? The 
biggest problem of smart phones is 
that its entertainment never lets you 
imagine. The stimulating visual effects 
and splendid audio effects block your 
ability to imagine the colors of clothes, 
shapes of buildings, and the voice of 
an actress. The restless stimulation 
and communication inside smart 
phones make it impossible for you 
to noodle around and rest. Sadly, the 
most beloved and creative invention 
of modern human being is wiping out 
creation from our heads.
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Smartphone

Our future with Smartphones : the ideal approach
Kim, Kyu Dong / Hwang, Hye Won

Well, I guess smart phones have been 
changing a lot of things within our society, 
for sure.

  Wow! Come to think of it, I think it will also 
ultimately lead to smaller information gap 
within our society. You know the problem 
you mentioned about people getting isolated 
from society? The blind could have access 
to mainstream information due to this new 
technology.

I agree. However, I think we have been eluding 
the most fundamental issue. I think the appropriate 
definition of being ‘smart’ needs to have a moral 
consensus within our society. It’s not just about 
whether a device has a bigger screen, a better 
touch, or a faster downloading speed. We need to 
evaluate whether it is actually developed ‘for’ the 
lives of users and whether it eventually benefits 
the people’s lives. More importantly, users should 
acknowledge how to use its functions wisely: 
too much reliance on smart phones could bring 
about the disadvantages we discussed, such as the 
destruction of human creativity and the violation 
of people’s privacy. Remember, smart phones 
are just devices that are made to help our lives be 
more convenient, no more, no less.

Yeah! In the end.. I guess.. it’s a problem 
that we all need to be aware of, regardless of 
the type of device we use. Well, nice talking 
with you today!

Yeah, see you!

Yeah, but it still comes with some bad 
news: its attractive functions cause people 
to become addicted to the use of the device. 
Not only that, it can isolate non-users from 
mainstream society, harm people’s creativity, 
and trigger privacy problems.

 We could if smart phone developers keep 
striving to figure out ways to launch devices 
and software to make the lives of people 
more convenient without causing serious 
social problems.

Well, I believe the producers of smart 
devices should acknowledge the necessity 
to focus not only on making profit, but also 
on trying to mend the problems that smart 
phones bring to our society. Um.. What 
could be the appropriate example?...

  Of course! As we have discussed, smart phones 
are not just a tool that we use to communicate 
with other people. Instead, it has evolved into an 
ubiquitous source of entertainment and information! 
All elements that comprise our everyday lives can 
be applied to the smart devices in the form of apps, 
adding convenience and promptness to our lives!

Exactly. Developing this kind of technology is not 
intended to maximize the profit of the firms. If they 
had not invested on the project for the blind, they 
could have simply worked to improve the speed and 
weight. But they did it because they thought it was 
for the better good, and I think we should appreciate 
them for their meaningful ideas.

Good point! This shift of awareness could help 
people enjoy a more desirable future with smart 
devices. People could greet a world where everyone 
enjoys the positives of modern digital technology, 
without worrying about the side effects.

Me too! Nice talking with you! Now I have 
something else to talk about regarding smart phones 
other than the choosing between a Galaxy and an 
iphone. Hope to see you at the next cover story!

Well... Isn’t there a way to prevent all those things?
I mean, the benefits are too amazing to give away.

 Uh.. well, how exactly can the developers do that?
I mean, it just seems too difficult!

Oh, what about the case of smart technology for 
the blind? I once read an article about Korean 
corporations, like LG and Samsung, developing 
smart phones for the blind, which have functions 
such as reading books aloud for the users (LG). 
Apple also came up with software called VoiceOver, 
which enables users to operate major functions of 
their iPhones through various gestures. It will be of 
significant help to blind users because they will be 
able to use their phones without much difficulty.
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K-Pop

Flashing lights, roaring applause, endless fans, and booming music
characterize a typical K-pop concert. But is K-pop really as brilliant as

it seems to be, or does it just have a good-looking shell?
Let’s take a look at the past, present, and future of K-pop to find out.

Park, Sang Hyun

Despite the inclement weather, the 
Le Zenith de Paris concert hall was 
filled with the feverish enthusiasm 
of those who had come from all over 
the world to enjoy the performances 
of their favorite K-POP stars. The 
first official KPOP concert in Europe 
was successfully held on November 
10, 2011, with numerous Korean idol 
groups captivating the hearts of their 
foreign fans. As the lights turned off 
and the group f(X) appeared onstage 
to mark the beginning, the audience 
went wild with excitement. Amid the 

deafening cheers emerged idol groups 
one by one, including BIGBANG, 
SHINee, 2NE1, and many more who 
comprise the main axis of K-POP 
culture. Enraptured fans shouted for 
joy at the top of their lungs, waved 
signs with clumsy but warm-hearted 
Korean phrases cheering the singers, 
and sang the lyrics along the main 
melodies. The lingering excitement 
of the performance hardly diminished 
even after the show. The world is now 
paying close attention to the newly-
rising trend of music. Statistics suggest 

that the pervasive popularity of K-POP 
and its impact have developed to a 
global scale. For example, the newest 
Girls’ Generation album ranked #1 at 
the Japanese ORICON chart on the 
first day of its release while SHINee 
became the first Asian group to perform 
at the British Abbey Road Studio. 
Furthermore, overseas fan clubs and 
the vogue among younger age groups 
are propagating the heat of K-POP to 
the rest of the world.

Kim, Yoon Ah

Surprising Facts
- Annual Income

68.8billion$
39.5billion$ 33.1billion$

7.8million$
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K-Pop K-Pop

These days, K-pop is gaining high 
popularity in several countries. In Paris, 
thousands of European fans packed a 
concert hall to see K-pop stars perform 
for the first time in Europe. There are, 
however, two major problems with the 
widespread popularity of K-pop.

First, a cultural difference blocks 
the development and spreading of 
K-pop. Thus, the promotion of K-pop 
is isolated to Asian and European 
countries. Due to the fact that K-pop 
is based on Korean culture, other 
countries may not understand its 
lyrics and choreography. For example, 
K-pop lyrics mainly discuss the 
love between a man and a woman. 
However, to Muslims, the concept of 
love in Korean culture is not acceptable 
because it is against their ideology 

and beliefs. Therefore, it is unlikely 
that K-pop will export successfully to 
Islamic countries. Additionally, K-pop 
choreography may seem strange for 
several nations. Nowadays, K-pop 
choreography includes more seductive 
and mature moves than before, which 
makes it more difficult to export. 
Some countries regulate how much 
their music artists reveal onstage and 
in music videos; therefore, K-pop 
choreography cannot  be  widely 
accepted amongst all countries.

Second, translating lyrics from 
Korean to a different language is 
another problem of K-pop. K-pop lyrics 
include metaphors, double meanings, 
and sayings that cannot always be 
translated into another language. Thus, 
the translation and meaning of the 

song gets manipulated and becomes 
inaccurate .  Foreign people then 
cannot understand real meaning of the 
lyrics, causing a disparity between the 
original lyrics and the translated lyrics. 
For example, Girls’ Generation’s song 
“Gee” was translated into Japanese 
and English. During the translation, 
however, many words were missing 
and translated incorrectly. If we know 
that translation is a problem and 
preventing K-pop from gaining wide 
acceptance, then we need to solve this 
right away.

C urrently, the unrelenting fever of Korean pop music is sweeping the globe at an overwhelming rate; the new trend of 
contemporary culture has struck the western hemisphere, with the most recent areas being Europe and the U.S. under 

its influence. A number of statistics suggest that the popularity of K-POP and its impact have developed to a global scale. The 
pervasive popularity of K-POP could be also seen in the growing number of overseas fan clubs and its related communities, 
including those on cyberspace. Then, realizing the degree of its popularity, a question is likely to be raised: what makes K-POP so 
popular? What are the hidden factors behind the booming popularity of the multi-billion-won music industry? Though the answers 
may vary, the underlying factors could be largely divided into three categories: contents, production system, and the use of SNS 
(Social Network Service).

Solid Contents
The contents of K-POP are the basic factors that have the 

most direct and immediate effect on people. ‘Song, dance, 
and visual appeals’ are the primary constituents, and at the 
same time, the notable characteristics of K-POP. Most of 
the famous K-POP songs have addictive main melodies, the 
‘earworms’ that stick in the minds of those who listen to the 
music and linger in the ear for a long time. With the recurring 
melodies and simple rhythm, K-POP appeals to people as 
the music that everyone can easily enjoy regardless of age, 
nationality, or cultural backgrounds.

Moreover, the charismatic, intense choreography of 
elaborate group dances combined with exciting beats and 
rhythmic lyrics, entitle the genre to a sense of differentiation 
that captivates foreign consumers. The unique concepts and 
styles of the individual idol groups create a new K-POP 
fashion, while highlighting the visual impression of each 
group. Such solid contents of K-POP work as an important 
factor that attracts the consumers of diverse nationality.

An Effective Production System
Though the contents of music themselves are very 

important, a systematic production method enables the 
creation of such solid contents. Major Korean entertainment 
management companies have a rigorous production system 
of four stages: casting, training, producing, and global 
promotion. The systematic process enables the management 
companies to effectively supervise the overall progression 
and aim for the world market from the long-term perspective. 
The competitive power of K-POP lies in the intensive training 
programs in which the carefully selected groups of trainees 
undergo severe training and are regularly evaluated upon their 

progress. Eventually, the talented few are scouted for. Thus, 
it is yet too early for the trainees even if they make it through 
the competitive casting process-they’ve got a long way to go 
ahead of them. Though risky, the companies willingly invest 
to produce major idol groups and talented rookies; it is one 
of their crucial goals to create the ‘optimum synergy’ through 
the division of roles among the members with different talents 
and aptitudes. The current producing method is closely related 
to what’s called ‘global resourcing,’ where various experts 
and artists from all over the world participate in production.

The strategy further helps in maximizing the degree of 
completion. Only after completing the progress may the 
Korean idol groups commence their activities on the global 
stage.

The Role of SNS
The increasing number of SNS users is correlated to 

K-POP’s extending popularity. SNS works as important 
media conveying modern culture to the public. Accordingly, 
the modern consumers, who are familiar to the cuttingedge 
mobile technologies, and the developing SNS methods have 
accelerated the spread of revolutionary K-POP culture. Now, 
only a few clicks or taps on the mobile phone are all it takes 
for an SNS user to check the newest update on a K-POP 
chart, to watch the latest release of music videos, and to share 
his favorite song with fellow users; the network is basically 
‘at the tip of their hands.’ Last year alone, K-POP videos on 
Youtube were viewed more than 23 million times in over 230 
countries. The numbers were similar on Facebook, Twitter, or 
any other SNS medium. SNS has now become a mandatory 
option that effectively distributes K-POP throughout the world 
at a comparatively low cost.

Improvements for the widespread of K Pop
Park, Kyung Ho

K-Pop : WHY SO POPULAR?
Kim, Yoon Ah
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K Pop : Past and Present
Kim, Yoon Ah

Having secured its place in the world music industry as a synonym for “Korean Wave,” K-POP is currently a major driving force of the 
youth subculture extending all over the Pacific Rim and Eurasia. Though its usages generally refer to the term as the songs produced by 
Korean teen idols that covers relatively modern styles of music, the term “K-POP”, in a broader scope, is originally an abbreviation of 
‘Korean popular music’ that supposedly encompasses all the genres of popular music existing within South Korea. In such context, the 
definition of K-POP is not limited to a particular genre of music but rather, could be observed as a part of a bigger movement of Korean 
Culture Boom.

That K-POP lies in the center of the new Korean Wave is now commonly recognized by the general public. The previous attempts of 
Korean singers to enter the global market have not turned out to be so successful, however, mainly due to the lack of recognition and 
secure foundation. Although several genres managed to enter the Japanese music industry around 1980s, neither their impact, nor their 
popularity was as great as how the current K-POP is recognized throughout the globe today. Still, the experimental approaches of the former 
generations have trailblazed the root for its future generations, who have, in return, popularized K-POP through all over the world.

the first chapters of K-POP’s history

Tracing back the timeline, the birth of trot and the introduction of western music were essentially the origins of K-POP that provided 
an initial basis for its proliferation. A peculiar genre distinguished by its plaintive melodies and heart-touching lyrics, trot has constantly 
transformed since its introduction in the 1920s with the experimental trials of various music styles, to become the predominant genre in 
Korean music industry that maintained its popularity until the late 80’s. After the three-year Korean War that soon broke after Korea’s 
independence, the continued presence of U.S. troops led to the infiltration of Western lifestyle into South Korean society. Since then 
Western music gradually gained its acceptance among younger age groups, partly leading to variations and notable developments within 
Korean ‘pop’ music and its culture. The production of LP music in the 60’s and the impact of commercial radio station contributed to 
K-POP’s popularization in its early stages. Around the period several Korean singers, including Patty Kim, became the first to perform 
in Vietnam and the U.S. From the 70’s appeared a number of folk singers, who gained popularity in teenage culture due to the profound 
impact of DJs and the symbols of youth. In 1980, Asian music Forum of five different Asian nations offered Korean pop singers an 
important opportunity of cultural exchanges and international competition.

Analysis and the promotion of K Pop

K-pop fever, will it die out?

First of all, to solve the cultural problem, K-pop lyrics 
should aim for multicultural subjects. For example, the love 
between man and woman should be avoided. As it is mentioned 
before, several nations cannot understand the meaning of 
the love the same way Korean culture does because of the 
cultural difference. In this case, if K-pop lyrics express other 
subjects like critiquing society, there will be less of a gap 
between cultures. Of course, the freedom of expression should 
be guaranteed for lyric writers. However, to maximize the 
influence and effect of Kpop into the world, this freedom should 
give way for the promotion of K-pop. In this way, people all 
over the world may have the opportunity to understand the 
correct meaning of the song.

Second of all, for the translation problem, lyrics need to focus 

on English grammar and literary subjects. It is natural to have 
a gap between Korean meanings and English meanings but to 
overcome this problem, lyrics should follow English systems 
in order to promote K-pop. Even though there are several side 
effects of this behavior, like understanding and comprehension 
for foreign listeners all over the world, K-pop should aim for an 
English system.

For instance, lyrics can be changed to fit the translation. When 
lyric writers start to write down the lyrics and express their 
soul, the thing they need to be concern about is simplicity. They 
simply have to write the lyrics easy enough to translate into 
other languages. From this, it will be convenient and effective 
to translate the correct meanings of the lyrics, and people will 
understand the real meaning of the song.

Flashing lights shine on stage, rhythmical dance music beats 
out from the speakers, singers dance and sing to the music, 
and thousands of people jump and scream along with the 
lyrics. This is a typical portrayal of k-pop concerts in Korea. 
Audiences mainly composed of middle and high-school girls 
and also quite a few middle aged men fill numerous stadiums 
and halls to see with their own eyes the singers they admire, 
and feel the excitement with their bodies.

But now, we meet a similar yet entirely different situation 
at the same time. The same singers dance on stage, the same 
music beats out of the speakers, and the deafening yells and 
screams are identical to any usual concert seen before. The 
people, however, are not the same middle- and high-school girls 
of Korea, but rather, American, British, and French foreigners. 
A multinational group of people all around the world now 
applaud and enjoy K-pop.

It is now pretty clear that the addictive beats and splendid 
dances have captivated the minds of many all around the world. 
The question in now whether the mesmerizing effect of K-pop 

is a one-time ordeal or a long lasting trend. Everyone will have 
a different opinion regarding this issue, but I suspect that the 
popularity of K-pop will be like a flash of lightning to me; 
bright and strong, but nonetheless short lived. The addictive 
tunes of the hook songs that compromise most K-pop catch our 
ears and are enjoyable for a little while. But they don’t have the 
timeless value that the legendary Beatles possess.

This is not to say that K-pop is doomed to die out. In fact, 
K-pop has been able to seize the attention of many around 
the world, which is a great enough deed to earn quite some 
applause. Whether or not K-pop will end up in the “Hall of 
Fame” for music depends on how well producers will etablish 
a sense of longevity into the songs they make. In my opinion, 
the way to make K-pop long lasting is to swerve the focus 
away from making merely addictive songs to producing truly 
enjoyable songs without losing the upbeat and fabulous rhythm 
and performances. This sure is a subtle line to tread, but we 
must tread carefully to be able to prevent K-pop from dying 
early while making the flame that it is conjuring live on forever.

Park, Kyung Ho

Park, Sang Hyun

1920s-80s:

1990s: 2000s:Diversification and its strides

The 1990s was the threshold of upcoming 
Korean Wave(hallyu) that were soon to bring 
forth significant ripple effects within the 
music industry. The debut of Seo Ta Ji & 
Boys in 1992 was a turning point in K-POP 
that led to its revolutionary changes by 
incorporating American POP styles like rock, 
techno, and rap into the original music. The 
surge of popularity was immediately followed 
by the introduction of K-POP bands and idol 
groups by large entertainment managing 
companies, the most of which were founded 
in the late 90’s. The initial groups included 
H.O.T., Shinhwa, G.O.D., and quite a few 
more that succeed both inside and outside of 
the country. Emergence of hip-hop, R&B, and 
modern rock groups were also the marking 
characteristics of the period.

Popularity in Asia and globalization

With the recent surge of Korean Wave K-POP’s popularity has extended its 
influence to the many areas around the globe. The year 2001 was marked the 
escalating tide of Korean Wave as the singer BOA first made her debut in Japan. 
Her success brought about a huge fan base of K-POP, basically paving the way for 
other singers to enter the world music industry. In the following years, numerous 
idol groups made their full-fledged debuts on the global stage and spurred the 
growth of K-POP’s popularity, beginning in Asia. K-POP gained its recognition in 
China since the late 90’s to the early 2000s, and currently a thirteen-member group 
Super Junior is the most popular in the country. BOA, Girls’ Generation, Kara, and 
TVXQ are the best-selling artists in Japan whose names have frequently topped 
the Japanese ORICON chart. Other Asian countries, including Thailand, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, and Philippines, are as well listed on the Korean Wave Index. The 
ongoing popularity of K-POP is currently reaching a wider region outside of Asia. 
Million-seller artists, Wonder Girls, ranked on the Billboard after their success U.S. 
debut in 2009 and 2NE1 was crowned the winner of “the Best New Band.” Though 
K-POP is yet to reach the mainstream culture in several countries, it is constantly 
extending its popularity to the rest of the world.

Recently, year 2011 was the second apex of Korean Wave, subsequent to that of 
2004 when the group TVXQ was first introduced. The present K-POP culture is at 
its climax and so far, the prospects of its further advancements seem to be bright, 
experts say.



WE
CANNOT

READ

                o not read, as children do, to amuse yourself, or like the ambitions,
               for the purpose of instruction. No, read in order to live.”Gustave 

Flaubert, the writer of ‘Madame Bovary’ once said so. Many people can give 
sufficient reasons to the question ‘wht do we read?’ C. S. Lewis also had 

somthing to say about the advantage of reading: “We read to know we are not 
alone.” Yes, one is never alone when reading<The Chronicles of Narnia>, 

teeming with kindhearted talking beats, and feels that the sometimes 
outrageous life of Madame Bovary is nothing pecliar. One can learn what life 

is like through reading. Then, we may ask the ‘right’question:Why do people 
not read?

  Napoleon was know to read midst a war on horseback;the adults of our time 
mainly give an excuse (41.8% of the adults answered so) that they are just too 

busy to read. The same excuse can be applied to allages. The study on Koreans’ 
state of reading in 2002 revealed that whatever the reason may be, fewer and 

fewer people are reading books. Eighty percent of adults never visit library in a 
single year. Twenty-Eight percent never read a book annually. One fortunate 

trend is that adults read about ten books a year, with the number increasing each 
year. The problem here, however, is that the average amount of time adults read 

is thirty-one minutes, even which is decreasing. In short, the increase in average 
numver of books read by adults attributes to the devored readers who are reading 

more, not to more number of people that are actually reading. This clearly 
demonstrates that while some  people are really too busy to read, some people are 

simply not used to reading. People blame their lack of time as an excuse for not 
reading, but are they for real? The bitter part is that people may be hesitant to 

read because they lack the ability to do so.
  Korea in the twenty-first century is a country with the highest literancy rate of 

99.8, along with Estonia and Poland. Us, Germany, France and Japan lie far 
behind, with the literacy rate of 99.0. However, Korea’s real literacy rate which 

measures the ability to read and understand everyday documents turned out to be 
the lowest among the twenty two OECD nations. It revealed that seventy five 

percent of literate Koreans cannot acquire new informaition from what they read. 
Moreover, even amongst people with high level of education, educated Koreans 

turned out to have the worst capacity for reading and understanding text. Most 
Koreans may be able to read and write individual letters, but many of them cannot 

still read the necessary context that those letters convey. Is Korea stuck in 
dyslexia?

 We have been boasting the superficial numbers of high literacy rate'for so long 
that we never atually tried thinking about what was happening inside, where the 

essence of reading was long gone, where people could not understand what they 
read. This lack of educating how to readis a problem that has been long neglected. 

What is reading out loud if you do not know what it means? The inability to read 
led to less reading, which once again led to the vicious cycle. One cannol read, one 

does not read, one loses lis final chance of learning to read. When it comes to little 
children, reading without any further understanding, especially when constantly 

repeated, leads them to mistakenly cling to only the dictionary meaning of the 
words itself. Their range of understanding shrinks by time. This pheuomenon, 

called ‘Tunnel Vision’, widens the reading abilitu gap between young kids, which 
can only be solved through educating of how to read.

Aldous Huxley once said, “Every man who knows how to read has it in his power 
to magnify himself, to multiply the ways in which he exists, to make his life full, 

significant and interesting”. Kids suffering from ‘Tunnel Vision’ are robbed of the 
chance to let their life be more vibrant. Reading education should ve done as a 

means to guarantee the kids’ rights to read. Moreover, Victor Hugo added that “To 
learn to read is to light a fire: every syllable that is spelled out is a spark.” Lacking 

ability to read is more than just an inconvenience, a violation of one’s right:the 
night to know the essentials of life, to learn how to enhance one’s life.

  The importance of reading education has long since been overlooked, especially 
in Korea. We had thought that the numbers of high literacy rates were  enough. Here 

we are, standing right before the kids with tunnel vision. One can read out loud, and 
one can speak, listen and converse, but the hardest part is that with written text, one 

can never get what it means.

D

READING

Choi, Min Ji
Jung, Woo Chae
Kim, Hyun Soo
Lee, Jae Kyung
Lee, Jong Hyun

F R E E
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Reading Shall Set You FreeReading Shall Set You Free

W hile spoken language holds 
history from time immemorial, 

written language is only 6000 years old.
The one who discovered the importance 
of distinguishing the difference between 
speech and text was Aristotle, who once 
said, “Spoken words are the symbols of 
mental experience, and written words 
are the symbols of spoken words.” 
Since then, the history of reading 
has steadily progressed. These days, 
however, we do not read; we memorize. 
We do not write; we imitate. As if we 
are mockingbirds, under a paranoid 
education, we, students, are losing the 

ability to read and write properly. With 
many people unable to remember what 
it is like to read, it is time to row the 
boat upstream in the river that flows 
within the history of reading.
Books are more than a pack of words 
and sentences, and they are more than 
storages of knowledge. Early rabbis 
ripped off their books’ first page to 
maintain modesty towards books. They 
did this so that they would be unable 
to say ‘I have read it all,’ the most 
impudent comment in their standard, 
since they could not read first page. 
People of the ancient age never treated 
books with an attitude of piety, possibly 
because of its scarcity. Back then, books 
were hard to produce, and therefore, 
they were only for aristocrats. Another 
reason lies in more than just its material 
value, as we can see in the case of the 

Jewish approach to reading. When a 
Jewish kid grows to a certain age, his or 
her family gives the child a book and a jar 
of honey. They open the jar and pour the 
honey on the book cover, allowing the kid 
to taste the honey. When he/she marvels 
at the sweetness of the honey, the parents 
tell the child, “The things you can learn 
from books are like honey, yet you should 
not take it for granted. You must look for 
the honey as the bees do. Find the honey 
hive.” From this Jewish tradition, we can 
infer that books were regarded as the holy 
textbooks of life.
Similar to Jews, oriental sages regarded 

reading as a high priority; in fact, 
their obsession of books was almost 
maniacal. Mencius described reading 
as the only way to form companionship 
with the ancients. Among ancient 
oriental education, it was considered 
common to study thousand-character 
classics for ten years, without any other
textbooks. Students were demanded 
to read a single book a thousand times 
until the leather string of the book 
snapped. They also had to ruminate 
the words until they could tell the true 
meaning of a sentence. This portrayed 
the educational idea that people had: 
intensive reading was much worthier 
than extensive reading. In other words, 
a comprehensive study on books was 
required. As Confucius says, ‘It is risky 
to read without thinking, and to think 
without reading.’ 

Now let’s go back to Europe of the past. 
Ancient Greek instruction progressed 
based on the poems of Homer.
Future leaders of Athens would gather 
around in academy and learn the history 
of humans and gods. Succeeding this 
atmosphere, philosopher and educator 
Aristotle taught Alexander the Great. 
Alexander was formerly a scoundrel, 
a heavy drinker, and could not cope 
with his barbarous DNA. However, 
Aristotle, his teacher, motivated him to 
suppress his wildness, and to intensify 
Alexander’s intellectual curiosity with 
the poetry of Homer. Homer’s heroes 

caused Alexander the Great to respect 
ancient Greek culture and to follow 
what heroes have done for their own 
country. He enthusiastically read until 
his death, and especially loved the 
poetry of Homer. Some scholars claim 
that Alexander had memorized 15,963 
lines of Iliad. Reading became the 
cornerstone of Alexander the Great, 
who eventually went on to create one of 
the largest empires of the ancient world, 
stretching from the Ionian Sea to the 
Himalayas.
As we can infer from the name of the 
font ‘times new roman,’ Ancient Rome 
also shared great impacts from reading. 
According to Peter Watson, the author 
of A History of Ideas, Rome managed 
to boost its literacy rate to 10%, which 
means that thousands of Roman citizens 
could read and write. During this time, 

the first literate society was formed. 
Readers could be found everywhere, as 
evidenced by Trajan’s column. Practical 
Romans believed in the following 
saying: habet haec res panem — this 
[reading] has bread in it. Although 
schooling was more of a privilege than a 
right, more children had the opportunity 
to read and discuss diverse literature. 
This literacy later interacted with the 
law of Rome, cultivating an astonishing 
culture with full vitality.
However, the culture of the Medieval 
Age stretched its black wings during 
the Dark Age on literacy. No one except 

monks could read, and even then, the 
monks were not allowed to read anything 
other than the Bible. They studied the 
Bible, usually by memorizing and 
transcribing. Transcribing was not only 
considered a form of education, but it 
was also considered a holy asceticism. 
Reading was considerably tied to 
Christianity’s beginnings.
The price of the Bible skyrocketed, and 
people considered the Bible an artwork. 
Bibles were decorated with jewels and 
gold– earning the name “illuminated 
manuscripts” – and were passed on from 
father to son in aristocratic families. 
Ordinary people would go to the 
cathedrals in order to hear the Bible read 
since they did not have any opportunity 
to gain access to read it. Umberto 
Eco’s The Name of the Rose depicts the 
conflict between intellectuals and the 

church. By glancing into the book, we 
see that William of Baskerville groans 
after finding the secret room of books 
in the tower. He says, “How many more 
rooms? Ah! How many more books? 
No one should be forbidden to consult 
these books freely.” Then, Adso of Melk 
replies, “Perhaps they are thought to be 
too precious, too fragile.”
William of Baskerville shakes his head, 
“No, it’s not that, Adso. It’s because 
they often contain a wisdom that is 
different from ours and ideas that could 
encourage us to doubt the infallibility of 
the word of God... And doubt, Adso, is 

the enemy of faith.” This dark night of 
reading, however, leads to the rising of 
another glorious civilization.
Literary enthusiasm had attempted 
to make a comeback. During the 
period of the Renaissance, it actually 
succeeded. When Gutenberg invented 
the printing press in 1445, he forever 
changed the society of Europe, and 
eventually, the world. In the Middle 
Ages, books had been expensive and 
most books were written in Latin. 
During the Renaissance, however, 
the educated middle class started to 
search for vernacular publication. 
They wanted a wider range of books. 
Chivalry, romance, travel books, and 
poetry all prevailed at this age. This 
movement was the catalyst to liberty 
from Christianity, spreading a new 
philosophy that emerged when scholars 

headed toward ancient Greco-Roman 
culture again. Shedding new light on 
humans, humanists contributed the 
development of diplomacy, science, arts, 
philosophy. The second characteristic of 
reading during the Renaissance was the 
change in the way people read. People 
used to recite books aloud until the 
Middle Ages; however, starting from 
the Renaissance Age, people started to 
read silently. This was the formal union 
of contemplation and reading, which 
merged reading texts into our personal 
territory. From then on, reading books 
held the key to setting our private 

intellect free, as it still does. After the 
Renaissance, with the wide spread of 
books and reading, it influenced our 
chronicle even more.
Expressing and indirectly experiencing 
one’s idea through books became 
common among the world. Books 
such as The Wealth of Nations and 
Das Kapital showed us a new field of 
history. Another example, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin simply pulled the trigger of the 
Civil War, which led to the freedom of 
African-Americans. Books did not stop
serving humans. It is us that slowed 
down the pace.
A long time ago, people knew how to 
read, how to serve books and maintain 
the knowledge they received.
Reading materials, for repayment, led 
humans to develop civilization. This 
virtuous cycle must go on.

COME PEOPLE, TO TRACK
THE ROAD OF BOOKS

WE WALKED THROUGH

“ Books are the treasured wealth of the world and -       the fit inheritance of generations and nations.”
                                                                                                                       - Henry David Thoreau
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When people shape out the imagery of prestigious people, we always think of them in a luxurious suit wearing spectacles 
that emphasize their sense of wit and shrewd way of thinking. Bathing in the warm sunlight, they usually write papers with 
ancient quills and ink, snuggled comfortably in their armchairs. However the most important things that people recollect 
from numerous pictures of influential men are the massive bookshelves behind them, stacked with diverse kinds of books, 
their binders faded with age. People’s attitudes of relating historic libraries with noble families show us that countless 
celebrated people such as Herman Hesse or Neru have stressed the importance of reading. When people have a chance to 
read biographies of these prominent men, they realize that there are similarities between their reading habits. Here we’d like 
to introduce those reading customs that are shared by the prestigious by presenting a few notable people as examples.

THE FIRST PRACTICE
is to make a book list. When reading, 

people sometimes encounter kinds of 
books that are not quite beneficial, such 
as cheap comics with crude pictures 
and no substantial themes. These 
books contain flashy designs with 
vulgar expressions that grasp people’s 
attention. Thus, those who do not know 
how to distinguish useful publications 
are in danger of being bombarded with 
useless ones that aim only to satisfy 
people’s pleasure. If people make book 
lists before choosing them randomly in 
bookstores, it would provide them time 
to think their choice over. The list itself 
would work as a sieve and would help 
people to sift out the insignificant ones 
and to select texts of significant value. 
Prestigious families are the zeniths of 
people, who have effectively utilized 
these reading lists. Winston Churchill, 

known as the most famous politician in 
the history of England, for instance, is 
renowned for sharing his book list with 
his parents. His favorite book in the 
list, The History of the Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire, was actually his 
father’s favored one as well. Churchill 
knew how his father adored it and tried 
to recite a few useful quotes. 

This encouraged him to memorize 
helpful references that aided in his 
eloquence, contributing to his success 
as an orator later in life. The Kennedys 
are also well known for arranging book 
lists for children. When the children 
were able to read by themselves, John 
F. Kennedy’s mother, Madame Rose, 
prepared book lists for each of them. 
The list included numerous classics 
such as Treasure Island and Peter 
Pan .  The children were provided 
with opportunities to digest time-

honored novels and were stimulated 
to read more as the list nurtured their 
sense of accomplishment. Also, as 
an admired President of the United 
States, Franklin Roosevelt once stated 
that people should pick role models 
and try to copy their book lists. He 
himself had followed the footsteps of 
his admirer, Theodore Roosevelt, and 
had mastered the books offered by him. 
By continuously imitating merits that 
Theodore had, Franklin had succeeded 
in becoming the president that led 
America to overcome “the Great 
Depression.” Imitating Theodore’s 
well-known leadership, Franklin made 
a resolution to give up the principle 
of laissez-faire and followed the New 
Deal Policy that saved America from 
unemployment.

C r e a t i n g  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r 
debates is the SECOND SIMI 

LARITY that is commonly shared in 
reading education by honored people. 
Although reading provides invaluable 
information and sometimes directs our 
way of life, simply scanning through 
the pages is not enough. In order to 
fully comprehend the essence that the 
book contains, people need to have 
time to share opinions with each other 
and discuss the topics. By listening to 
other remarks and opinions, people 
can acquire a wider perspective toward 
the books by looking at it in diverse 
angles. Debates and discussions also 
help people to respect others who have 
different views. Attentive listening is 
important during debates, for people 
argue better when understanding the 
other side’s statements completely. 

The Kennedys always tried to draw 
out debates when the whole family 
was dining together. Madame Rose 
would first introduce an article in the 
news and the children, using their 
own knowledge from books, would 
share their thoughts about the topic. In 
order to make every child state their 
opinions, the parents prevented the 
ones who were older or who had strong 
self-assertiveness from dominating the 
discussion. With the adults’ appropriate 
intervention, children were able to 
achieve confidence and enhance their 
understanding. The Roosevelts also 
stressed the importance of debating. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, the lady of the 
house, steered the discussion so that 
everyone had the chance to state 
their opinions. When the atmosphere 
seemed too overheated, she would 

throw a joke or divert the topic so 
that people did not become steeped 
into the debate emotionally. When 
conversing about political issues, the 
family did not force a certain argument 
but only offered or proposed diverse 
thoughts. The easy, cheerful mood 
when debating also encouraged the 
children to have courage, causing them 
to become renowned politicians later in 
the future. To acquire these advantages 
when debating, people need to first 
acquire knowledge from books in order 
to state out their opinions. Without 
the help of books, people cannot 
articulate their train of thoughts with 
no background information to support 
them. Reading is the basis that leads to 
debate and ultimately teaches people 
to respect each other and helps them to 
understand diverse opinions.

T HE LAST SIMILARITY is that they keep their own 
libraries in their homes. People feel content as they 

finish reading all the books stacked in their own libraries. 
This satisfaction becomes a stimulus to experiencing different 
kinds of reading materials in order to fill more knowledge 
into empty shelves. People do not have to prepare immense 
libraries usually seen in the mansions of aristocrats. Starting 
with a bookshelf that covers one side of the walls in a room 
is enough for a beginner. If even that seems to be a burden, 
starting with a shelf that can contain more than ten books is 
recommended. By widening the shelf every time people read 
books and complete their goals, their libraries could become 

much more significant. Churchill also had his own library that 
was filled with books about military science. He confesses 
that by having his own space, where he can learn about his 
favorite topics, he became interested in other subjects in 
school as well. Franklin Roosevelt remembers reading about 
marine life in his grandfather’s library. His early experiences 
in the family’s library consists of the smell of dust and tattered 
papers, and books with stories of fascinating sea captured 
his heart. His interest and passion toward marine biology 
then widened to other fields such as politics or history, which 
improved his school grades as well. 

A peek
into the library
of the prestigious
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R eading and writing has, throughout history, satisfied 

the very biological and basic needs of humans. 

Consumption and excretion; like all living things, we cannot 

survive without this process of circulation. An analogy is 

established here – we consume by reading, and we excrete by 

writing, a cycle that is, fortunately, not so vicious but natural.

The driving force that has led humans to develop the desire 

for consumption of knowledge is almost instinctual. Whenever 

there is new knowledge, we greedily devour it. However, the 

amount of knowledge that we can access throughout our life 

by direct experience is severely limited. The main reason why 

people read books, which is to learn, is based on such a deep 

craving that has made the human race what it is now. Imagine 

this: books handed down from the oldest time contain the 

most ancient sagacity that the authors and writers have 

possessed. That which has enlightened our ancestors we can 

still get our hands on. Is that not a fair enough attraction?

Excretion has such a negative connotation, but what we 

discharge through writing is not always detrimental. It is 

simply the emancipation and expression of feelings and 

thoughts, or ‘sense and sensibility’. What is shared depends 

completely on the author. If he wishes to share grief, we 

sympathize; if he wishes to share joy, we empathize. It is 

based on the same mechanism we have for talking. Unsaid 

ideas and repressed emotions pile up inside of us, stacking on 

top of each other until there is no more room, finally bursting 

out. As we read, we find the words of Quasimodo biting and 

desperate, while gladly exalting with Pip, and being dismayed 

at the breakdown of John the Savage. These are the feelings 

that the author conveys to us by writing, which by reading, 

we accept. Books are mediums through which not only is 

knowledge exchanged but emotions as well, agoras for all 

living things to gather and express themselves.

This emission becomes diffusion. Ideas discharged by 

writing spread faster and more accurately than by words; the 

characteristic that makes books such wonderful messengers 

of ideologies. Communism first started from The Communist 

Manifesto, written by Karl Marx. Not only did this create a 

huge boom at the time it was written but it also influenced 

thinkers of later ages; Mao Zedong and Lenin based their 

philosophies on this very book. The power of the book to 

share is tremendous. This is a fact that has been recognized 

for centuries – that is why censorship exists. Even in the 

early 19th century, Percy Bysshe Shelley was expelled from 

Oxford and exiled from England because of one publication 

he refused to repudiate: The Necessity of Atheism.

The effects of books are even more terrifyingly influential 

because they last. Even now, when we read books, we find 

guidelines in them. By learning what the skilled and bright 

thinkers of the old had thought when they approached a 

subject, we find an already explored path in which we know 

the destination of. When first considering something, trying 

their footsteps is a safe and effective way to start because 

we can guarantee that it is at least not the wrong way, but 

something that has been verified by the greatest thinkers of 

history.

Despite all of this evidence on why we should read, 

for Korean students who are shackled to the preparation 

of college entrance examinations, reading is sometimes 

considered an extravagance. The statistics show that the 

average number of books that Koreans read in a month is 

less than one. This shows that Koreans are not quite grasping 

the importance of reading. High school students in Korea, 

who probably have the best reading ability they would ever 

have in their life, say that they just cannot read because they 

have no such time. Sadly, this may be quite true in the current 

Korean college admission system. Admissions are not about 

one’s academic thinking ability, but rather, it is all about one’s 

scores: scores so vulnerable to mistakes and scores achieved 

only through the extensive repetition of solving identical 

problems over and over again.

One of the most poignant examples that show the 

insignificance of true knowledge and reading in the Korean 

national college entrance exam (or KSAT) would be what 

the poet, Choi Seungro, said about it in 2009. One of his 

poems was on the pre-KSATs. When he was asked to solve 

them he got three out of five questions wrong. Choi wrote 

the following: “I know that KSATs are about the logic and 

rational thinking and what I’m speaking is the words of 

sensibility and feeling, but who knows what the poet intended 

when the poet is not the one who is getting it right? Poems 

are made of skin, flesh and bones at the same time. When the 

examiner is asking only for the bones, the meanings itself, the 

skin and flesh of those poems are lost, nowhere to be found. 

They limit what the poem means and put them through the 

machine-like asking process so the meanings are long gone. A 

sheer mystery, isn’t it? Poems should be learned in order to let 

people have their own perspectives in life; to smile and to live 

happier.”

It is understood that college examinations are tasks that 

need to  be eradicated in a few years. Alas, people need to 

realize that the prestigious men such as presidents of America 

or renowned politicians all were enthusiastic about reading 

and stressed the values that books contain. Churchill was 

known as a failure when he was a teenager. His school grades 

were dangerously low and all the teachers did not find him 

distinctive at all. However, Churchill adored books and is 

said to have read more than 200 pages a day. His reading 

habits helped him to communicate with the sages from the 

past and to learn the wisdom that was more than a thousand 

years old. The high school loser became the most respected 

politician and beloved leader of the English. When looking 

trough history, books have always inspired people to have big 

dreams. Books help to direct a person’s way of life and give 

guidance when people need to make an important choice. 

Values such as creativity or logic that people need when 

they mingle in society cannot be acquired in a day. When 

people go out into the world and the time comes for them to 

demonstrate their knowledge, books will be that all important 

foundation, supporting people to follow the footsteps that so 

many renowned men and women have already adventured 

upon. 

For the high-level students preparing for college entrance 

exams in November, when you feel distressed or need a break, 

how about opening the first page of a book you like? Reading 

should be something so natural that it does not feel forced. 

Reading as a means of studying can never take you to a nice 

break. People never reserve  time for habits, but do it without 

any hint of second guessing. Obligations rarely take you as far 

as habits. Rather than reading as a way of studying, reading as 

a good habit is more likely to usher you through a lifetime.

BUT READWe cannot
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T he anagram for ‘reading’ should be ‘freedom’. It is the 

freedom of our mind and soul, not of our body, that 

truly grants us the autonomy so rightfully endowed to us as 

birthrights.

One seemingly trivial yet crucial point that so many tend to 

overlook is that in every book resides a world. Since the ancient 

times, we humans have strived hard to recreate and capture 

the vast world into our tiny canvas through what we now call 

art. Here, by art, we are referring to the dictionary meaning 

of ‘quality, production, expression, or realm, according to 

aesthetic principles, of what is beautiful, appealing, or of 

more than ordinary significance’. Thus, art has evolved in 

many ways: some painted, some composed, some expressed 

in intangible ideas through movements of bodies. The most 

widely applicable and the most overarching of them, though, 

is writing. Unlike paintings or sculptures, which uses already 

existing materials for the molding of ideas, books and prints 

require words. These are the very words that we use in 

everyday life to make small talk, to order a sandwich, or to 

furiously denigrate others when enraged. With words, we can 

express and shape the most abstract ideas into the clearest and 

sharpest words; with words, we can diffuse and scatter specific 

objects into no more than hazy smokes. In short, to read is to 

understand the world.

As humans, we are limited to certain restrictions that we 

cannot overcome. Natural laws are bound to keep us confined 

to certain boundaries that humans cannot dare cross. We 

cannot travel back in time nor can any civilian attempt a 

voyage to the moon. Even the most skilled astronauts would 

not be able to visit the Cassiopeia – not yet, anyways – for 

the rules of relativity tell us in stark numbers that they would 

be long reduced to dusty remains by the time they reach the 

destination. Reading enables this. An eight hundred page book 

with a misleading title The Complete Guide to our Galax, or 

something similar that gives a very incomplete description 

of the universe, already spans our journey to more than five 

thousand light years of distance. If eight hundred pages could 

do that, imagine what a thousand books could do. With every 

page we flip over, we go back to the year 1492 to and discover 

the Americas with Columbus, the Alps with our soldiers 

freezing to death over our shoulders; we stand amongst the 

Verona citizens and weep over the death of Romeo and Juliet, 

only 17 and 14 when they chose to kill themselves over their 

one week fling.

The best part about this, though, is that reading and writing 

holds very little difference. They live on the same line, actually. 

Writing is simply a more active and engaging form of reading. 

It is a simple change from the consumer to the producer. 

Of course everything resides on the premise that writing 

remains on paper and the other parts simply play through our 

mind, but that is what makes it so amazing. Our mind is an 

infinite scroll of blank paper on which we can create our world. 

If reading is what gives us access, writing is what gives us the 

power to build a very new dimension. Aristotle’s <Poetics> and 

Thomas More’s <Utopia> are examples of those that were able 

to be influential enough to enlarge and overreach their world 

into that of other people, and ‘change’ the world. However, 

we need not be burdened with the thought that a world 

unrecognized by others is not one worth creating. The weaving 

and unraveling of ideas unto empty pages is enough to break 

the limits forced upon us. From the moment we start writing, 

we become an active participant in our ‘worlds’. We are not 

simply satisfied with the knowledge of what others had created 

for us, but reach over boundaries and explore the unexplored.

Moreover, writing is the act of creation. Creation is the 

closest way that humans can come to God. Setting aside all the 

advantages of writing, the action itself can provide us with one 

of the most fundamental joys as humans. We delight in that 

something is wholly at our disposal, waiting to be figured and 

molded into any way imaginable. By knowing that there are no 

restrictions to which our mind can brainstorm, writing becomes 

a method of pursuing freedom that is totally ours.

Thus, we liberate ourselves; and what more joy and freedom 

can we expect, other than setting our minds free to wander the 

universe, the unknown and the sublime? 

And so, reading shall set you free.

“A book must be the axe for the frozen sea within us.”
- Franz Kafka

Books are
the wings of our flight
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rise and fall of nuclear, in a global point of viewThe Crisis of Nuclear

On one moment of the early 20th century, scientists thought 
of the simple idea of generating energy through radioactive 
elements. Through experiments and empirical data on 
radioactive material, they proved that their idea was, in 
theory, true. That was the first step towards nuclear energy. 
However, the energy was unfeasible at first because the life 
span of such radioactive elements was extremely short. But 
through the development of technology, scientists discovered 
nuclear fission, and made radium-like materials much cheaper 
than natural radium. This greatly improved the feasibility 
of nuclear energy, and caused many governments to show 
interest towards it, especially the U.S. 

The first man-made reactor was named Chicago Pile-1, 
completed on December 2, 1942. The work was a part of the 
Manhattan project, which was the place that helped create the 
first nuclear weapon (the ones that were used on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki later on). This was how men had finally met 
nuclear energy and bombs, and started utilizing them for a 
variety of purposes.

The dropping of nuclear bombs in Japanese cities rang a bell 
of alarm to many nations on its destructive power. Many felt a 
great need to stop the proliferation of it and prevent the usage 
of it. Especially because of the growing tension between the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union in the post-WW2 era, the need for 
nuclear disarmament seemed desperate. At first, because of a 
lack of mutual trust between the two nations, the process of 
nuclear disarmament had been impeded upon. However, when 
the 1960’s situations started to improve, necessary measures 
were beginning to be implemented to stop proliferation of 
nuclear weapons and testing. For example, the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty was signed in 1968, and in 1957, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency was established under 
the mandate of the UN. The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
banned all testing of nuclear weapons, but has not yet entered 
into force. Many nuclear weapon free zones have also been 
declared through bilateral agreements between nations. 
Nuclear weapon free zones consist of land that covers a near 
40 percent of the world’s population. It is supported by the 

authority of the UN and has a binding legal obligation. The 
development, usage, and deployment of nuclear weapons are 
strictly prohibited in these areas. Some nations have extended 
the treaties to a nuclear-free zone, which even prohibits the 
construction of nuclear plants for peaceful purposes of energy 
production.

Entering the 21st century, many nations have started 
to actively participate in the disarmament programs and 
treaties formulated by many international organizations and 
government bodies. The main stage of radioactive material 
has long been changed towards generating nuclear power. 
Especially after the Oil Shock in 1973, countries started 
to turn their interest towards this highly efficient (though 
expensive) source of energy. Active inspection conducted 
by the IAEA is also contributing to the task of leading the 
world to a ‘peaceful’ nuclear energy era. The IAEA is called 
the ‘nuclear watchdog’ of the UN. It enforces the provisions 
stipulated in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and can 
request nations to make inspections. Recently, Iran was 
subjected to punitive measures of sanctions because of their 
unwillingness to comply with the request for inspection made 
by the IAEA. 

The boundaries of prohibition of nuclear development is 
clarified and established in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. Any military usage or technological development 
is strictly regulated and banned; nations that already have 
nuclear weapons are also pressured by the global community 
to gradually reduce their numbers. However, the standard of 
banning nuclear technology has recently been blurred because 
many nations pointed out the fact that Israel is benefitting 
from a double standard. They were not punished for refusing 
the request for inspection made by the IAEA. 

But what’s important is that all of these global treaties and 
international organizations surely do have a clear path for the 
world’s nuclear technology. We have reached an era where the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy will lead us to prosperity and 
peace.

Mass-Energy relation
The traditional bomb uses chemical reactions and so-called explosions, which is the sudden or violent expansion of materials 

inside the steel shell (or cover). The shell breaks into many pieces, which fly with high speed to destroy anything around the 
bomb. In the case of the nuclear bomb, the outer shell is not important since the energy released from the materials inside is much 
larger than the kinetic energy of the fractures.

When a (isotope) uranium atom is divided into two smaller atoms, which is called nuclear fission, two neutrons are released. 
The interesting phenomenon here is that the total mass of all the particles after the fission is smaller than the total mass before 
collision. This small mass difference is converted into energy of about 200Mev, which is ten million times larger than the energy 
release in a conventional bomb. Therefore, in a nuclear bomb, the energy released is amazingly large, causing a huge tycoon-like 
wind that is extremely high in heat and radioactive, so that they can not only destroy buildings in a large area but also melt those 
down.

Chain-reaction
Such formidable destruction can only occur when a large number of nuclear fissions happens in a short time. To satisfy this 

condition, another should be near the first one, so that two fast neutrons hit another uranium atom to cause nuclear fissions in 
succession, which is called a chain-reaction. If we can control the speed of this chain reaction completely, we will have very safe 
nuclear power plants, so that we can provide electricity to society without any problem. For the purpose of nuclear bombs, to 
make a chain-reaction possible, the high concentration of nuclear material is necessary. This is why the United Nations and rest of 
the world are serious worried about Iran and North Korea’s continuous efforts on the uranium enrichment program. 

Carrier
In World War II, when the first nuclear bomb was dropped in Japan, the carrier was a bomber airplane, and the nuclear bomb 

itself was very heavy. However, once the world came to know the power of a nuclear weapon, the first protective plan was to 
shoot down the carrier airplane in enemy territory. Since fighter airplanes and missiles were always faster than bombers, using 
the airplane to send the nuclear bomb was unwise. In modern days, the size of the nuclear bomb is reduced to its ability to be 
attached as a nuclear head to the top of the missile. Therefore, the missile technology was essential in nuclear war, and this is the 
reason why the world worries a lot about North Korea’s continuous development in long range missiles.

Fission vs. Fusion
When deuterium (hydrogen-2) fuses with tritium (hydrogen-3) to form Helium plus one neutron, the energy release is about 

18 Mev, which is one tenth of that with fission. The ingredients, however, are only one-fiftieth as massive, so the energy output 
per unit mass is a thousand times greater. Since fusion process does not produce any radioactivity, the fusion bomb should be 
considered a better one in humanistic sense because the survivors from a fission bomb suffer from radioactivity. However, fusion 
requires a very high temperature, which can currently be obtained only by nuclear fission, so a fusion bomb has a small fission 
bomb inside, inevitably to have radioactivity released.

How Humans met Nuclear How a nuclear weapon is made
Kim, Ji HyunLee, Jun Hyub
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The Nightmare of Fukushima
Lee, Jun Hyub

Are nuclear power plants going to survive?
Shin, Joon Young  

T he terrifying incident of a horrible threat for massive 
nuclear explosion in Fukushima’s nuclear power plant 

had done more than merely make a leakage of radioactive 
material. Rather, it created a taunting nightmare in the hearts 
of many Japanese people, forming a strong aversion against 
nuclear energy, which originally took up 30 percent of the 
nation’s power generation.

The incident took place last year at Fukushima. A massive 
earthquake shook the entire city. The problem occurred when 
the nuclear power plant in Fukushima was also shaken and 
destroyed in parts, having insufficient protection against 
natural disasters to begin with. With rising prospects of a 
massive meltdown in its major facilities, the nation was 

thrown into a state of terror as it was reminded of a similar 
incident, the Chernobyl incident. Through the brave effort of 
its workers, however, Japan was successful in minimizing its 
damage to much less than that of Chernobyl. 

 However, the way that the Japanese government responded 
to this accident brought a great anger against the government. 
The government originally said that there were no imminent 
harm that could damage their national security and the 
lives of citizens. But as situations were getting worse, they 
evacuated a nearby town. Still, the media said that the dangers 
were nothing to really worry about. While the government 
was saying such comforting but fallacious words, the world’s 
experts on nuclear energy were giving out reports that were 
much different from what the government said. The threat of 
a massive meltdown was also slowly being realized, but even 
still, the government did their best to make the event seem 
less dangerous. The global community, and especially the 
Japanese people, was outraged by the government’s attitude.

 Cleaning up the site was estimated to take about four 
decades. Government workers have already started to clean 
up the debris of the site. Oceans and lands contaminated by 
radioactive materials have started to go under precautionary 
measures. 

 Ordinary citizens of Japan have started to prepare for a post- 
Fukushima era of energy. All nuclear power plants except 
two have closed down. With the abandonment of 30 percent 
of the nation’s energy production, Japan has turned to liquid 
oil and gas to fill its deficient energy source. The government 
has also issued an official request to corporations and major 
workplaces to reduce their energy consumption by 15 percent. 
Some companies have even changed their weekends and 
weekdays to match the balance of energy consumption during 
the week. Ordinary households are also doing their best to 
reduce their waste of energy.

So will the nuclear energy power plants in Japan ever start 
to operate again in the future? Probably not, since massive 
protests have been made against local governments that 
attempted to reopen their plants. It wasn’t only Japan that 
went through a feverish series of protests. France, and many 
other nations with high dependency on nuclear energy, have 
started to separate themselves from the myth of ‘nuclear 
safety’. Fear-stricken citizens abroad have also made protests 
to their government to reduce the number of nuclear power 
plants. It seems that all of us should start to expect a day 
without nuclear energy.

Are nuclear power plants all good?
Is nuclear energy ‘perfect’ for generating electricity? 

Answering these questions has become more and more difficult these days. 

 After the ‘Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster’ in Japan, the question has 

been one of the fiercest controversies. Japan has already responded to this 

incident by moving forward with ‘zero nuclear’ policies, going as far as 

stopping all nuclear power plants. Germany has also sided with Japan, calling 

for a stop on funding for nuclear programs.

 The fact that Germany and Japan have halted the development of nuclear 

energy is a significant event for two reasons. First, the decision is major 

for the anti-nuclear energy movement and secondly, two countries have 

changed its entire policy. When a country makes a decision that affects future 

generations, a tremendous amount of resources and time is spent. Originally, 

Germany dedicated billions of dollars in order to plan nuclear facilities and 

future development steps. However, Germany has changed that idea and 

even though they have spent valuable resources, they have decided to stop all 

nuclear developments. This has caused a considerable change in the ground 

of German politics as well, by paving a swift road for liberal parties rather 

than conservative ones. This is a result of conservative parties approving the 

development of nuclear power plants while approximately 80% of people in 

Germany disapproved of nuclear development.

Where are German energy researchers 
heading for?

This applies to alternative energy resources that 

are ‘clean’ and ‘safe’, of course. In fact, Germany 

has been cooperating with many countries in 

the EU, who are interested in developing clean 

and everlasting energy resources, such as solar 

or hybrid powered plants. The project is named 

‘Desertec’ and developments are going on rapidly 

for new renewable energy.

 There are some things that people must learn 

from Germany’s actions. Scientists and politicians 

do not yet know whether Germany’s decision on 

energy resources was right or wrong. However, 

we can still view their act at as a progressive 

movement for the future generation. The German 

government decided that finding other energy 

resources other than nuclear power plants was a 

better option for its future. It is time to ask our 

government whether we are making decisions for 

the future generations as well.

  Nuclear energy is now an important part of our lives. Considerable amounts of energies are generated from 
nuclear power plants every day and it is undeniable that millions of people are benefitting from it every day.  

Now, let’s look straight. 
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A t 1:23 a.m. on April 26th, 1986, one of the four  operating 
1,000-megawatt Soviet nuclear reactors located in 

Chernobyl exploded. The explosion destroyed the Unit 4 
reactor core and released a cloud of radioactive particles 
across Europe, contaminating not only parts of the Soviet 
Union but also neighboring countries. As highlighted in the 
Chernobyl Forum report, 50 emergency workers died from 
acute radiation syndrome and related illnesses, 4,000 children 
and adolescents contracted thyroid cancer, and hundreds of 
thousands of hectares of cropland, forest, and urban centers 
were contaminated by radiation as the result of the explosion. 
While these negative impacts could not be 
disregarded, it was a misjudgment from the 
people to put all the blame on nuclear energy. 
Instead, the government’s failure to inform 
the people of the dangers of the Chernobyl 
accident was to blame for the effects of the 
disaster. The Soviet Union made critical 
mistakes by mishandling the nuclear fallout 
and concealing the truth of the accident’s 
impact. These leadership failures needlessly 
endangered the lives of many. Because 
nuclear disasters are preventable as long 
as nuclear energy is controlled with proper 
procedure and managed in safe environments, 
it is wrong for the public to place all the 
blame on nuclear energy.

The secrecy of the government failed 
to contain the full consequences of the nuclear fallout. The 
repercussions of the Chernobyl accident were grave; the entire 
core of the nuclear power plant exploded and 50 tons of nuclear 
fuel burned. This resulted in substantial amounts of radioactive 
particles spreading across the region, but no warning was given 
to the people so that people were not unaware of the danger. 
Although the experts informed the government officials about 
the radiation dosage being over 15,000 roentgens, they denied 
any accident and tried to mask the scope of the problem instead 
of looking for a solution. Relying on their first measurement 
of radiation with a tool that could only measure up to 3.6 
roentgens, the officials were more concerned with keeping the 
facts from spreading rather than saving the people’s lives. Not 
only did they withhold information from the people but also 
prohibited the soldiers from wearing masks or other protective 
equipment while patrolling the town in order to keep the 
calm among the civilians. They believed measures such as 
evacuations were overprotective and would only cause panic 
and turmoil, which they did not want. During those times, 
approximately 35,000 thousand villagers were continuously 

exposed to fatal amounts of radiation just because they did not 
know what to do and were not aware of the problem. Although 
a notice could have led to a quick evacuation process, people 
were left to carry on with their daily activities such as fishing, 
hiking, and going to school in the extremely contaminated 
area. It was not until April 27th – 36 hours after the accident 
has occurred – did the government order an evacuation of the 
civilians, which was the first warning people received since the 
accident.

In addition to the failure of informing the people about the 
danger, the Soviet Union made another mistake of trying to hide 

the realities of the accident both from its own 
people and other countries. The news about 
the Chernobyl accident was published in the 
Soviet Union’s newspaper only on April 29th, 
1986, as a brief article, hinting no urgency 
or importance of the accident. However, the 
importance of the matter suggested by other 
newspapers was drastically different. The 
Chernobyl article served as the headline of 
The New York Times on the same day the 
Soviet Union’s paper was printed, and as 
front pages in other reputable newspapers, 
such as The Washington Post and The 
Christian Science Monitor. Such titles as 
“Partial Core Meltdown Suspected” in The 
Washington Post and “Soviet Union Hit by 
Nuclear Disaster” in The Christian Science 

Monitor suggested the severity of the accident, in contrast with 
the insignificant publication in the Soviet newspaper, proving 
that the Soviet Union has attempted to conceal the graveness of 
the explosion from the global community. In addition, when the 
accident occurred, the Soviet people were celebrating the May 
Day festival only 75 miles away from the explosion; however, 
the holiday was not stopped, as if the radiation posed no 
dangers to the people. This attempt by the Soviet government 
to cover up the urgency and critical importance of the nuclear 
disaster only added to the initial fears about the dangers posed 
by the nuclear fallout. If the government had acknowledged 
the severity of the situation and postponed the festival until 
the dangers of radiation subsided, the people would not have 
been exposed to the high levels of radiation at that celebration. 
Regardless of the obvious failure, the Soviet Union attempted 
to uphold its pride as a superpower, declining all offers of 
help from other countries.  It was not until 1989, three years 
after the accident, did the Soviet Union request help from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency.

Had victims of the Chernobyl Disaster been treated 

Chernobyl Disaster vs. North Korea Situation
Kim, Ji Hyun

effectively, the negative impacts of the disaster could have 
drastically decreased.

The government’s secretive policies magnified the damages 
of the Chernobyl accident, not only physically by prolonging 
the exposure of local people to radiation, but also mentally 
by arousing fear in the people’s lives. Concealing the fatality 
of the situation, the government told the people of Pripyat, 
a town about a mile and a half away from the nuclear power 
plant in which many power plant workers lived, that the 
evacuation would only be temporary. Having been told that 
identification documents would be needed at most, the villagers 
piled into the buses provided by the government on April 
28th, leaving all their belongings behind. Therefore, when the 
government finally realized that the radiation level was too 
high to re-enter the town, it was too late for the government 
and the 35,000 residents to return because the entire area had 
been contaminated. People were offered shabby houses and 
apartments that were not completely built; some were not given 
a place to stay at all. This lack of care and help brought more 
pain and grief to the people, who had already suffered from the 
radiation.

Surprisingly enough, the workers of the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant believed that a safe use of nuclear energy was quite 
reasonable, despite the severe consequences of the explosion. 
Vladislav, a former worker at the Chernobyl power plant, noted 
that nobody was forced to work on the plant, and all workers 
signed contracts voluntarily accepting potential dangers of 
their workplace environment. Moreover, Vladislav discussed 
some details of regulations that obligated radiation-overdosed 
workers to leave and about the good medical care they received 
while they were working, emphasizing the viability of strong 
nuclear power plant regulation. 

The world’s response to the Chernobyl accident was thorough 
and well prepared. When the Soviets requested the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to assess the health effects of the 
Chernobyl disaster, the International Chernobyl Project (ICP) 
organized to collectively research the effects on Chernobyl 
and share possible solutions. This project, directed by Itsuzo 
Shigematsu, the director of the Radiation Effects Research 
Foundation in Hiroshima, was composed of approximately 
200 experts from 25 countries and 7 organizations. These ICP 
scientists made nearly 50 missions to the Soviet Union and 
measured 8,000 residents’ external radiation exposure and 9,000 
people’s whole-body contamination. The experts compiled 
and presented a set of recommendations for the Soviet Union 
government to consider. The safety regulations of the nuclear 
power plant, along with the readiness of the international 
organizations to help in the case of a nuclear crisis, portrayed 
the possibility for reasonable use of nuclear energy. As the 
Soviets admitted at the Sakharov Congress, it was the faulty 
system of the Soviet Union that led to disastrous explosion of 

the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 
Now what will happen if such an incident occurs in North 

Korea? First, let’s look at the past and current situation in 
North Korea. In the 1970s, North Korea used plutonium from 
nuclear research and then stopped. In 1994, it started again, 
using secret uranium to create nuclear facilities. In 2006, the 
country partook in one kiloton nuclear test, and in 2009, 10 
to 20-kiloton nuclear test was conducted. The nuclear bomb 
of about 10 to 20 kilotons during World War II was dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This level of nuclear technology 
can never be said to be below the level of the Soviet Union’s 
nuclear technology three decades ago.

In addition, the histories of North Korea and the Soviet Union 
are surprisingly similar. Both countries used the containment 
policy, restricting the way of communication with other 
countries. Both dictators conducted nuclear tests to show 
their power. Considering that at the time of the Chernobyl 
incident, the Soviet Union already lagged behind the United 
States and its allies, and given that North Korea is also using 
the containment policy against the United States and its 
neighboring countries, even its international situation is quite 
similar. The only big difference is that North Korea is a country 
of the same people and race, and with South Korea next to 
them, this situation could be considered a great advantage to 
solve their problem of nuclear power, which will be explained 
in the end.

So what will actually happen if a nuclear accident like 
Chernobyl occurs in North Korea? First, the Soviet Union’s 
actions will most likely be reproduced. 

Receiving help from international communities means 
allowing outsiders to come into the country, which North Korea 
will most likely not consider like the Soviet Union. It will 
first try to mend up the accident by its own power, and try to 
manipulate information to prevent the spread of terror.
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N orth Korean citizens. Thus, the very same effects from 
the Chernobyl Disaster will likely happen.

In addition, the damage across the country will be enormous.  
It has not yet been discovered exactly about how much 
radioactive contamination spread out, but the radius of 200km 
from the explosion site was significantly contaminated, and 
crops and animals that live even in neighboring countries 
were also contaminated. It is estimated that North Korea’s 
nuclear facilities exists in Yongbyon, and 200km radius 
around Yongbyon covers almost all of North Korea and even 
a small part of the defense line between North and South 
Korea. Thus, if such an accident does occur, South Korea will 
be severely inflicted by damage, which will be remembered 
for a long time in the history of mankind. 

Then what must we do to prevent this? Bringing down 
North Korea’s nuclear research is the most ideal plan. Since 
North Korea operates its nuclear facilities in secrecy, IAEA 
(International Atomic Energy Agency) cannot work nor 
inspect their nuclear facilities. Thus, they do not even know 
whether the situation there is being well controlled. South 
Korea and other countries should also continue to warn the 
North Korean government and tell them to stop the research 
and share the information about their nuclear technology. 

Unfortunately, there is no other good plan than that for now.
Then, what should we do if such an accident does occur 

in reality? In that case, South Korea must act upon it as 
quickly as possible. As I’ve mentioned before, the differences 
between North Korea’s situation and that of the Soviet Union 
are that the international communities would be able to know 
quickly if an accident occurs and that South Korea, their 
beloved brother, is beneath them. Since that is the case, even 
if North Korea tries to hide their situation, the South Korean 
government must actively try to convince North Korea and 
help them in evacuating people and combat contamination. 
Just as the Soviet Union opened their heart to nearby countries 
who were similar in race rather than United States or its allies, 
there is a high chance that North Korea will open their heart 
to South Korea in a similar dangerous situation. In that way, 
the deadly effects of the accident will significantly decrease.

In conclusion, the history of the situation in North Korea 
and the situation of the Soviet Union at the time of the 
Chernobyl Disaster were quite similar. If such a situation does 
occur, however, we South Koreans will be of great help to 
North Korea and alleviate much of the significant damage that 
Chernobyl Disaster has brought upon humans.

A fter  the  second  Wor ld  War, 
nuclear  weapons  became an 

important tool in the international 
political system. Gaining more attention 
than an ordinary physical weapon 
would get,  nuclear weapons were 
introduced as a convenient way to 
achieve a comparative advantage among 
surrounding nations. This is why Iran’s 
nuclear weapon development program 
has the inevitability of being intimately 
a s soc i a t ed  w i th  i t s  ne ighbor ing 
countries.

Israel, one of Iran’s intimate countries, 
disagrees with Iran’s nuclear program 
in the most vicious form. In fact, Israel 
tries to restrain any intimate country that 
tries to develop nuclear weapons. The 
bombing of Iraq’s and Syria’s ‘suspected’ 
nuclear facilities clearly shows that 
Israel does not accept any nuclear acts 
that will harm their national security. 
Therefore, it is easy to conclude that 
the reason why Israel is acting so 
aggressively on Iran’s nuclear weapons 
program accounts from the fact that 
Israel’s national security is under close 
relationships with Iran. Severe tensions 
deriving from security concerns have 
put Israel and Iran as adversaries against 
each other. Iran is officially stating that 
‘Israel should be erased from the global 
map’, showing that it will go as far as 
an all-out war when Israel damages their 
national profits. Israel is also displaying 
some sharp attitudes towards Iran. It is 
widely known that Israeli politicians 
have recently notified the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) of 
the United States that they are going to 
report to the White House twelve hours 
before any military action on Iran. Also 
the CJCS of Israel has stated that Israel 
is ready to attack Iran anytime the orders 
are ready. The relationship between Iran 
and Israel is clearly strained.

The nuclear development program has 
been sustained for over ten years, and 
today it is observed in various routes 
that Iran has independently constructed 
nuclear abilities. Active movements 
between nuclear scientists ,  many 
countries is a clear signal that Iran’s 

nuclear technology has already arrived 
at a significant level. Knowing this 
fact, Israel’s counterplan to stop Iran 
was trying to slower the development 
speed by spreading viruses on nuclear 
p lan ts  and  assass ina t ing  I ran ian 
nuclear scientists. Of course, the Israeli 
government mostly denied the fact 
that they carried out these acts, but 
their official position on Iran’s nuclear 
movement is still extremely hostile.

However, the Israeli government 
should remember this  fact :  ‘ I ran 
cannot stop its nuclear development 
program because it has already gone 
too far.’ If Israel truly wants to stop Iran 
from violating peace, it should create 
policies, which are more fundamental 
and effective on the grounds of Iranian 
government. Atoms in the Middle East 
have already gone too far.

Atoms
Ruining Peace

in the
Middle East

Shin,Joon Young
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I t no longer awkward to see 
the names ‘Apple’ and ‘Sam 

sung’ go together. Considering 
the long copyright war that the 
two companies had with each 
other, the world knows well 
about the conflict between the 
two. The copyright war between 
Samsung and Apple, however, is 
just a minor part of the conflict. 
The core of the war between 
Samsung and Apple comes to 
the products they make and how 
well they sell. The copyright 
war, actually, is just a tactic both 
companies are using to win the 
said ‘battle’. 

The product competition goes 
back to when the first Galaxy S 
was introduced to the market. 
At the time, Apple already had 
its very successful iPhone 3GS 
out on the market. With the 
booming success of the iPhone 
3GS, Samsung’s Galaxy S was 
already in a bad position. To 
make the odds tilt even further 
towards Apple, the iPhone 4 was 
introduced, and once again, it 
was a sensation. The was Galaxy 
S surely a well-made smart 
phone, with a lot of preparation 
behind it, but against Apple and 
its iPhone, Galaxy S couldn’t 
prevail. Apple’s iOS already 
had gained popularity around 
the world for its simplicity and convenience and the new and 
improved but beautifully simple design of the iPhone 4 made 
it even more attractive. Round 1 of Apple versus Samsung, 
went pretty much in favor of Apple. 

A year later, Samsung had its second smart phone ready; 
the Galaxy S II. Compared to the Galaxy S, the hardware 
and software was cranked up to a different level, making 
the Galaxy ever more attractive. Apple, on the other hand 
introduced a slightly amended version of the iPhone 4; the 
iPhone 4S. Not much was different. Although many critics 
expected the new iPhone to have a larger screen and different 
design, Apple stuck to its original 3.5 inch display and 

the same rectangular design. 
This surely was a chance for 
Samsung to zoom ahead of 
Apple. Compared to the Galaxy 
S, the Galaxy S II was a major 
success, both nationally and 
in t e rna t iona l ly.  However, 
with the death of Steve Jobs, 
the iPhone 4S dominated the 
market, refusing to give its lead 
away. The gap between Apple 
and Samsung was significantly 
reduced, but still, Apple and its 
iPhone were at the top of the 
mobile world. 

R e c e n t l y,  S a m s u n g  h a s 
introduced the Galaxy S III. 
The  new Galaxy S  I I I  has 
focused on a more user friendly 
interface, making it easier than 
ever to use a smart phone. Voice 
recognition, motion sensors, 
wire less  ba t te ry  charging, 
and double wi-fi connections 
a r e  j u s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  n e w 
technologies mounted on the 
new Galaxy phone. Armed with 
some unbelievable technology, 
critics all over the world are 
expecting the Galaxy S III to 
produce a resonating effect 
around the world. Already, 10 
million Galaxy S III’s have 
been reserved around the world, 
and in Korea, 5000 machines 
were sold out in just 2 hours. 

Although not certain, it seems that Apple is also preparing 
a new iPhone to be released this fall. While Apple was able 
to prevail until now, with the outstanding technology of 
Samsung and the absence of Steve Jobs, whether or not Apple 
will be able to prevail this time, remains a question. 

At a time when Samsung and Apple make up 80% of the 
world’s smart phone market, it seems important for Samsung 
to be able to prove its dominance in the market. Although 
we are yet to see the new iPhone from Apple, it is easy to 
sense the rise of another technological war over the horizon. 
It is evermore difficult to predict, however, who will be 
triumphant. 

A sia became more important than ever since it rebounded from 
the economic crisis. This region is also an important stage 

where the two global super powers, the United States and China often 
clashes to strengthen their hegemony. The presence of the communist 
North Korea, which is the most dangerous country in the world and 
the biggest threat to the world peace, also makes the region more 
important than any others. In this regard, the diplomatic circumstance 
of the region became more complicated and tough for the South 
Korea to playing its roles.

Since taking office in 2008, the Lee Myeong Bak’s government 
initiated ‘the Global Korea’ as its new diplomatic policy, focusing 
on the Asian diplomacy. His administration not only pushed for 
tightening the diplomatic ties with neighboring super powers such 
as the United States, Russia, China and Japan, but also improved 
relations with many Asian countries, Australia and New Zealand. 
Given the new order of the international diplomacy, the Global Korea 
policy seems to be very timely and proper.

Eventually, Korea could be rewarded for the Global Korea policy; 
Korea became the 24th member of the Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) in 2009, winning the UAE project made Korea 
the 6th of nuclear power generation exporting countries in 2009, 
the G20 summit was hosted in Seoul in 2010 and most importantly, 
Pyeong-chang was announced to be the host of 2018 winter Olympic. 
These big events upgraded Korea’s position and proved that Korea 
could play constructive roles in international diplomacy.

The above outcomes of the Global Korea could be brought by 
some factors. Firstly Korea achieved the consistent and stable 
economic growth during the past years. Secondly, the more mature 
and democratic society of Korea became an important background 
for the international diplomatic activities. Lastly the more and more 
self-defensive military capability helped the South Korea deal with  
North Korea more firmly and effectively. These three factors could 
make south Korea qualified for wielding its diplomatic leadership in 
pushing for the new Asia policy of the current government.

The international community needs more Korea’s diplomatic roles 
as North Korea as it became the serious threat to the regional peace 
and China, the second largest economic power is trying to strengthen 
its diplomatic and military influence both inside and outside the 
region. In this regard, the South Korea can play a pivotal roles in 
building multinational security mechanism to have peace on the 
Korean peninsular and also can play a bridging roles when great 
powers such as China, Japan and the U.S. are in conflict.

Hopefully the above qualifications and roles of Korea would be able 
to create more outcomes of the new Asia policy under the initiative of 
the Global Korea.

Samsung vs Apple Raging again
Park, Sang Hyun

New Asia Initiative
Kang, Jung In
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The Bermuda Triangle, also known as the Devil’s Triangle, 
is a region in the western part of the North Atlantic Ocean, 
famous for the disappearance of vessels in the area. What 
makes this phenomenon simply mystifying is that people 
on the ships did not even contact the bases or other fellow 
vessels before they disappeared. Had they met an enormous 
tornado or whirlpool of some sort, they would have at least 
sent a message that they were in trouble. Thus, people began 
to illogically guess many of the causes. One of these famous 
guesses is that there is some kind of mythical power that 
lies beneath in the ocean from the city of Atlantis. Another 
prediction is that there is a U.F.O. involved in this case. Yet, 
as a 21st century-dweller, I would like to raise a hypothesis—
a scientific, logical cause that explains everything—which 
may even solve the mystery of the great Bermuda Triangle.

Imagine a small air bubble inside the water. Many of you 
would have seen air bubbles rise inside a cylinder, or bubbles 
filled with carbon dioxide rising inside your soda. What do 
you think will happen if a bubble rises inside such liquid? The 
answer is PV = nRT. What it means is that as the bubble rises 
in the liquid, under the premise that the temperature stays 
the same, as pressure decreases, the volume of the gas, or the 
volume of the bubble, increases. It’s simple! Unfortunately, 
you would not have seen the bubble getting bigger as it rises 
in your soda since there is not much of a pressure difference 
among your cup of soda. When it comes to the ocean though, 
things are very, very different.

Let’s first go through why there is a pressure difference 
within a column of liquid. Imagine yourself in an ocean, 
below a meter from the surface. Right now, your head is 
being pushed by a volume of water in which the height is 
a meter long. Then, imagine yourself 50 meters below the 
surface of the ocean. Now your head is being pushed by a 
volume of water in which the height is 50 meters long, with 
a force 50 times greater than the previous case. Thus, as an 
object constantly goes below the ocean, it gets more and more 
pressure from the water.

Now, think of the rising bubble. If you just turn the process 
we’ve gone through backwards, you would easily be able 
to come up with the same conclusion: as the bubble rises in 
water, the pressure being exerted on that bubble by water 
keeps decreasing.  Since now we’re talking for bubbles 

to rise from the deep ocean floor, and not from some cup 
of coke, there is a large-very large, indeed- difference in 
pressure. Using the PV=nRT, and assuming that nRT does 
not change, since P decreases to a significant amount as a 
bubble rises, volume V will increase to a significant amount 
as well. Temperature in the ocean increases as you go from 
the bottom of the ocean to the surface. As the bubble rises, 
pressure decreases, and temperature increases; thus, volume 
must increase at all costs. So here comes our conclusion: Due 
to change in pressure and temperature, air bubble in the ocean 
gets bigger and bigger as it rises.

Since we are done with all the theories and scientific 
explanation, let’s go back to where we started: the Bermuda 
Triangle. Imagine-this is your last imagination-a very small 
bubble formed at the bottom of the ocean. There are many 
ways that air bubbles can be formed in the ocean, including 
the formation of bubbles from sea volcanoes. A very small 
bubble would then rise and rise until it reaches the surface. 
When it reaches the surface, it would have gotten humongous 
if it started from a very deep place. Since 10m of water 
has the pressure of one atmospheric pressure, if the bubble 
started from 5000m, pressure decreases by 500 times and the 
bubble’s volume will be 500 times bigger. Let’s assume, a 
ship passing by very peacefully at the surface and it just so 
happens that this rising bubble bigger than the ship hits the 
vessel as it reaches the surface. What would happen? One, the 
bubble may pop at the surface and ship will freely fall into 
the place where the bubble had existed- otherwise known as 
the void between water. Second it would submerge fully in 
the water. Or, as the huge bubble comes up to the surface, the 
ship would be pushed by that bubble and go straight into the 
water right beside the bubble. Either way, the process would 
be so fast and unexpected that no one would think of calling 
for help, and there would be no debris or trace left since the 
whole ship and the crew collapsed into the water in a second.

As this whole process has never been seen, it cannot be 
proven perfectly. Yet this simple scientific phenomenon may 
be actually the truth behind all the myths and magic of the 
mysterious Bermuda Triangle. It may sound interesting, or 
even creepy, when you think that small bubbles rising in soda 
you enjoy drinking can actually be a cause of mass destructive 
force. Well, welcome to the world of physics!

K orea is now sowing seeds of beauty in to Seoul. 
Seoul has been busy since the beginning of 

the campaign Design Seoul in 2007, with the motto 
“Design must respect human beings and nature.” The 
campaign Design Seoul divides its department into 
five areas; ‘sharing’ ‘environment’ ‘living’ ‘culture’ 
and ‘economy.’ At a glimpse, these concepts seem 
to be abstract, and we doubt if this project might 
work out. However, if done properly, Design Seoul 

would create large synergy effect that we could 
never imagine, because of its motto. Setting abstract 
purposes as the cornerstone is the appropriate 
phase of a designing progress. Specifically, the field 
of designing is omnipresent, and is widening its 
territory, from the tin cans to the cities. Even though 
the outputs of designing have infinite variety, the 
qualifications for good design are equal; it is the 
existence of philosophy.

L et’s go back to the discussion on Design Seoul. 
The 2011 Gwangju Biennial Art Exhibition 

motto borrowed its slogan from the quote of Lao-tzu: 
“圖可圖非常圖 The design which is a design is not 
a design.” The second design of this slogan stands 
for the design that lacks philosophy. Fortunately, the 
superficial form of Design Seoul is not the second 

design indeed since the campaign claims to have 
its sturdy purpose of designing for caring citizens 
than caring beautifulness, and designs that cultivate 
additional philosophies. Whether or not the project 
Design Seoul is on the right path to fulfill its goal 
successfully, we must regard it as a meaningful start 
to designing the urban areas with social aims.

B efore answering the title above, we need to 
define what architecture is in philosophical 

contexts. Architecture is not only a spatial art, but 
also an art that covers memories and histories with 
the stream of time. Most of all, architecture and cities 
are the environment where people live; therefore 
it has deep impact in our lives. Winston Churchill 
once said, “We shape buildings thereafter they shape 
us.” In the long run, since architecture possesses 
its function as public art, it must be considered as 
sociocultural being. Even the clients or the architects 
do not own the architecture, the society and the 
history possess it. Moreover, architecture cannot be 
considered regardless of harmonious balance, since 

it must correspond with adjacent environmental 
aspects as well as its formativeness to the individual. 
The importance of balance increases when it comes 
to an urban city, requiring the architecture to reckon 
the design as whole. In addition, architecture and the 
urban city are historical subjects that can breathe for 
centuries. Therefore, social responsibilities follow 
the formation and the design of architecture. The 
responsibilities, a.k.a. the philosophy in some people’s 
words, are the civil values, which are quite abstract 
in a certain point of view. Architecture lacking this 
obligation to contribute toward community does not 
deserve the name ‘architecture,’ and they should be 
called ‘installation art.’
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E ven before you set your foot inside the grounds of 
Hana Academy Seoul, three things would immediately 

catch your eye: the rust-colored structure guarding the gate 
to the school, the huge part of the building that is jutting out 
prominently (maybe a little too much, by the way), and the 
blinding sunrays bouncing off the myriad of glass windows, 
which seem to dominate the place. On the very right to the 
entrance lies Hana “Art” Center, and walking through the 
hallways, you can easily hear sounds of music flowing and 
seeping out. Students’ art work decorate the otherwise bleak 
walls, and you think, no wonder the nickname the students give 
this school is Hana Art School – HAS. The only problem is that 
there may be a need for slight changes and improvements in the 
ways that we are supplied with it.

The most fundamental problem is that our living and studying 
quarters are not as aesthetically pleasing. On the contrary, the 
school buildings can be interpreted as an example of ‘form 
follows function’ – the lack of embellishments in the Bauhaus 
designs could be seen as an avant-garde attempt to rebel against 
the overly flamboyant buildings, which is similar to the reason 
for the introduction of minimalism and De Stijl, yet our school 
is more like one of the factory-produced plastic models. A 
generous remark might be that it follows the International style; 
however, the irrefutable fact that we can see almost identical 
buildings with different names every few blocks degrades our 
school to being simply banal (of course, the architect and the 
designer must have had their own intentions while they planned 
this building, and they being professionals and I an ignorant 
student means I may be interpreting their intentions in a very 
erroneous way.)

Now some may ask how we can expect schools to be so 
‘aesthetically pleasing’? The building materials are different 
to start with, for marble or limestone is unaffordable and 
anachronistic. That is a myopic view on architecture. Steel, 
for instance, used to be used for industrial reasons since its 
invention in 1709 until the 1820s. During those ages, people 
could not dream of using such an unconventional material for 
a building; yet Louis Auguste Boileau, who had established 
the 19th century structural rationalism, had also succeeded in 
proving that steel was not only resistant and strong, but also 
apt for finer embellishments. Well depicted in his St. Eugene in 
Paris, Boileau was famous for his use of Gothic elements, such 
as the pointed arches and engaged columns; all done in steel, 
an example of dégagement. There is no reason why such would 
not be able to be done in contemporary times – concrete was 
used since the Roman age, after all.

By artistically pleasing, I do not mean the ostentatious 
extravagance of Rococo or French Baroque. However, we 
can consider that there are some parts that still could use 
modification. The ‘jutting-out’, for example. Even though it 
is one of the main characteristics of our school buildings and 
what grabs attention at first sight, the overly huge size and 
its dark color gives the impression of an overly heavy box; 
especially because only a few bland columns support it, as well 
as the road beneath it sloping upwards. Overall the balance 
seems offset; which may be the purpose of the designer, but 
very precarious and not that pretty to look at. Some artistic tries 
and touches that have been done for the ‘jutting-out’, such as 
being meaningless and functionless, therefore purely decorative 
concrete slab that protrudes out of the building only adds to 

the impending sense of falling out. Classicism may not be the 
best trend, but this part directly opposes the classic principle of 
‘heavy-to-light’, abandoning the sense of stability.

What houses its inhabitants influences them by constantly 
exposing them to the nature of their surrounding. Architecture 
sometimes becomes the very art that its inhabitants grow to 
appreciate and develop aesthetic sense, for architecture is 
art, and those that are not are simply containers just like the 
cardboard boxes that people deliver Chinese food in. The 
design, however, need not be flamboyant. A slight change to 
the windows, for example – applying the undulating form of 
Italian Baroque, such as that shown in the façade of St. Charles 
at four fountains, can aesthetically improve the looks as well as 
disperse sunlight. 

Although, a more serious problem resides inside. Since last 
year the school has promoted constant access to artwork, 
and since then many pieces of art were displayed in empty 
hallways. One thing that they forgot to consider, however, was 
that artworks are not simple decorations that enhance the walls. 
If that were the purpose then wall paintings would have been 
sufficient. But that is simply not the case. Artwork is valuable 
by itself, but how they are displayed, why they are displayed, 
and how the viewers understand and decipher them are more 
important – for what purpose would a work have if nobody 
appreciated it? So, hanging a landscape painting in front of a 
piano practice room could be explained as misplaced, for that 
is the sort of display that appears when the organizer disregards 
the meanings of the pieces and places the meaning exclusively 
on the act of display itself. Creating a simulation of a small 
art museum inside the school is not as hard as it sounds – by 

informing the viewers of the name, artist, and the meaning of 
the piece, and arranging the pieces so that there is a certain flow 
to it – nor does it require much money. Then, the pieces can be 
arranged cohesively with the background, so that the artwork is 
not only artwork, but also a part of the surroundings; naturally 
blending in with the architecture, such that can be seen in how 
Bernini’s Ecstasy of Saint Theresa is placed inside the chapel of 
the Cornaro family.

If this problem were apparent in our school then it might have 
been better. This same problem can be found in our school, but 
only worse. The students are supposed to study in school, but 
they also are supposed to grow, in both mind and body, which 
art can enhance. The number-and-score driven academic society 
of students have grown to regard young artists as a cliquish and 
exclusive society, and their production of art only as means of 
grading. Should we let art - that blooms in us, the appreciation 
and expression of beauty - be degraded in such a manner?

John Updike, an American novelist, once mentioned that, 
“What art offers is space – a certain breathing room for the 
spirit.” Art is the basis of humanity. It is what makes us ‘human’. 
Even Aristotle said that by art we can grasp and represent 
the inward significance of things. The current era is rampant 
with disregard for one of the most fundamental abilities and 
joys granted to humans. Discriminating it as some luxury that 
only the privileged can afford. However, art is the gate to the 
sophisticated man; thus the more important it is for the true 
meaning of ‘education’. Lets disallow our shortsightedness to 
hinder us.

The Architecture of
Aesthetics
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