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  Many renowned people come to HAS for advising toward students on various parts of 

one’s future. On April, a special visit of Andrew Hamilton, the Vice-Chancellor of the 

University of Oxford, was a hot issue in HAS. He gave a lecture about education on the 

title : Are you a future talent? – A shrinking World, Reflections on the Globalization of 

Higher Education. Before the lecture, a lot of students were enthusiastic about this event 

and most of them registered earlier. HAS students were able to learn and communicate 

with the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford on the lecture. We, an editor in chief 

and senior journalists met the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford after the lec-

ture, to ask questions which HAS’s students wanted to ask. 

 Kyungho Park, Chaerin Kong, Nayoon Kim 



W H O 

I S 

A N D R E W 

HAMILTON? 

 A ndrew Hamilton is now the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford, taken office since October, 2009. Before he came 

to Oxford, he was a professor of the Yale University majored in molecular biology and physics. He has pursued knowledge 

at the University of Exeter, the University of Cambridge in England, the British Columbia University in Canada, and University of 

Strasburg in France. Through various courses and background of education, he has an impressive career of knowledge which 

includes both American and European educational environment.   

  He came to HAS as a lecturer of ‘Series of Knowledgeable lectures’ of the British Council in Korea. This program is organized to 

produce manifold knowledge of Humanities, Social Science, Economics, Science, and Arts toward people. These lectures are 

based on the interaction, which is a major feature of British education. In this lecture, people can actively participate in the lecture 

through communicating lecturer. British Council announced that audiences also can ask questions toward the lecturer. Thus, stu-

dents in HAS were really looking forward to discussing with the lecturer. 

  In the lecture, he first pointed out increasing tendency of globalization among higher educational institutions. More students are 

choosing to study abroad, for one, and colleges are building additional campuses in foreign countries. Although he mentioned 

Oxford has no plan for foreign campus, he said he was delighted to see the educational globalization going on, and he himself 

advised students in the audience to have courage and widen their scope when planning for higher education.  

  His forty-minute-lecture could be summarized with three keywords: education, research, and impact. The keywords represent 

three roles colleges should play as higher education institutions in the stream of globalization.  

  The primary role of colleges is to educate students. Here, he emphasized that the ‘range of students’ has changed. In the past, 

students in British colleges were mostly British. However, these days, the number of international students is rising rapidly. As the 

constitution of students change, colleges should also be prepared to make changes, Hamilton argued. Students from different 

countries have different academic and cultural backgrounds. Colleges should be able to collect talents from all around the world 

and provide sufficient opportunity for them to fully blossom within the institution. This process accompanies changes in both the 

entrance qualification and the actual curriculum. Financial aid through scholarship is also very much in need for foreign students, 

who handle larger financial burden than local students. 

 Research is as important as education. One difference between colleges and high schools is that colleges serve an additional role of 

producing knowledge for humanity aside from that of educating students. These days, researches are also done globally. Hamilton 

talked about a cooperative research project of Yonsei and Oxford university research team recently finished in great success. He 

looked forward to see more of such accomplishments. 

  Hamilton lastly highlighted higher education’s responsibility for the humanity. He called it the ‘impact.’ Institutions for higher 

education should not only educate and do research, but eventually have to contribute to the human society. With globalization, 

academic achievements spread all over the world, and thus the importance of  the ‘impact’ is greater these days than any other time 

in history. Members of higher education should always keep this question in mind, ‘how am I contributing to the world?’ 

The Lecture : Three roles of today’s colleges - Education, Research and Impact 

 



What a great lecture!  
  Numerous students and teachers were 

eager to participate in the lecture and they 

had high expectations toward the event. 

Despite this fevered air, the responses of 

the audience who engaged in the lecture 

were quite various. This article will discuss 

both the positive and the negative opinions 

from the audiences based on the interviews 

held among HAS students. 

  One of the best things that satisfied the 

audiences  was  high-quality  instruments 

such as electronic translators. At the en-

trance of Art Center where the lecture was 

held, a guide distributed electronic transla-

tors to the onlookers who wished to have 

one. This apparatus allowed people who 

are not comfortable with English to under-

stand the speech without any hardships. 

They just needed to put the translator on 

one side of their ear and hear the lecture in 

Korean. This made all of the spectators to 

fully enjoy the lecture despite the barrier of 

language.  

  Another point that impressed audience 

was  enthusiastic  participations.  The 

address was unfolded based on interac-

tion,  which British education mainly 

focuses on. More than half of the speech 

was consisted of questions and discus-

sions from the passionate audiences. 

Large number of high school students, 

college students raised their hands to get 

chance to ask questions. Over ten ques-

tions were discussed through the lecture. 

They talked  about  intellectual  topics 

such as current  problems of Korean 

education, solutions against those prob-

lems, qualifications to be a competent 

labor source in the future, and some 

kinds of values that  teachers should 

promote. Through these valuable dis-

cussions, students received opportuni-

ties to think about the true meaning of 

education and learning. 

  On the other hand, there were also some 

criticisms about the contents of the address. 

One of the typical discontents from students 

was lack of touching stories. The address 

mostly delivered information about Oxford 

University and education system in England. 

It is explicit that conveying knowledge takes 

substantial part in one's speech, however, 

large number of students seemed to expect 

lecture full of touching stories that could 

evoke their sympathy. Thus, some students 

said they were quite disappointed and un-

satisfied. Engagement of media also made 

students to feel uncomfortable since they 

were  annoyed  by  cameras  around  them 

through  the  entire  lecture.  Overall,  re-

sponses to the lecture were positive and 

numerous students revealed strong will to 

participate in this kind of event again in the 

future. 



Questions from HAS students 

Q . What do you think is the most important characteristic that a person should have in this current society? 
   

  That is a big question! I will limit myself to talk about the important role that I think education has in current society. We live 

in an increasingly complex world and an interconnectedness and open mind about new ideas and research will help us to tackle 

some of the challenges of the 21st century. Huge challenges like climate change, the global ageing of populations, producing 

enough food to eat; reducing severe poverty and conflict, and global health are just some of the topics being studied by re-

searchers at Oxford University’s Oxford Martin School. Its researchers are from different disciplines and they come together to 

make a sum of their different parts, enabling a greater degree of innovative thinking. I would say that the most important 

characteristic that I hope all students have is a sense of curiosity about the world in which we live. 

 

Q . What kind of values should schools promote, in your perspective? 
   

  During my visit to Korea, I argued that the world’s top universities share a commitment to high-quality education and this 

means being funded properly to ensure excellence and access. Access to the best education whether it is provided by schools or 

universities is very important, regardless of background or the student’s financial situation. We recognize that Korea now has 

one of the best education systems in the world. We see a country that in 1945 had an adult literacy rate of just 22 percent and 

today has a 100 percent high school graduation rate, with more than 80 percent of students continuing their education at uni-

versity. There is no other major country in the world where such a large proportion of young people study at this level, and 

there is no precedent for such a rapid improvement in national education. A good education is essential for people to become 

successful as professionals and people. The value that Korea places on a high-quality education for all makes it a major global 

player, and this is why I am keen to attract Korean students to study at Oxford. 

 

Q . If you could change one thing that happened in your teens, what would you change? 
   

  It’s always tempting, when looking back, to think how one might have done things better or differently. But on the whole I 

have very few regrets about my life in my teenage years. 

 

Q . What do you think is the school's role in raising students as future leaders? 
   

  I think schools should encourage independent study in order to develop their students’ ability to think for themselves. Ox-

ford is known for its tutorial system, which gives undergraduate students regular one-to-one or one-to-two contact with their 

tutor, who is usually a leader in their field. Together they discuss the work that they have been set and you can see that for 

the student, there is nowhere to hide, they have to argue their case. This process helps to build a sense of intellectual confi-

dence that is usually found in leaders, whatever their field. Good exam grades are also very important for anyone leaving 

school, not least future leaders; so one of the core duties of any school is to motivate the students to work hard and achieve 

in their area of study. 

 

Q . What do you think is the meaning of being a student? 
 

  In the UK and especially at Oxford, we study one subject in great depth so we really encourage people applying for university 

to think about what fascinates them. Of course, aside from the academic work, being at university opens up new opportunities 

to join student societies and make new friends with people from a diverse range of backgrounds. At Oxford, we have students 

from 138 countries studying a vast range of subjects. Most live in colleges where they eat, socialize and sleep, and this colle-

giate atmosphere is an important part of the Oxford experience, providing a stimulating environment for the cross-fertilization 

of ideas. Our students often form long-lasting networks so that even when they have left Oxford, they continue to stay linked 

up through alumni events organized by themselves, or by the college or university. 

 

Q . What do you think of HAS as a learning place for future leaders? 
   

  I am delighted to have met so many staff and students at the HAS during my visit. I was very honored to be given the op-

portunity to deliver the first of the British Council’s ‘Great’ lecture series at your school, which is known to be one of the top 

secondary schools in Korea with a commitment to excellence. Future leaders need to have a proven record of academic 

achievement and this academy, like other schools in Korea, sets great store on the value of education. A high-quality education 

provides students with the best possible start and is the passport to a more fulfilling life, whether you become a future leader or 

not. 

 

Q . Which would you emphasize more, uniformity or individuality? 
   

  If  I say that Oxford University celebrates 900 years of innovative thinking, I think you know which of the two I consider as 

being most important. Accepted wisdoms are challenged every day by researchers at Oxford University; the curiosity-driven 

research of individuals is what leads to new discoveries and new approaches to the challenges of this planet and beyond. 



  Among 735000 students who are studying in USA as foreigners, 14% are Koreans. Ac-

cording to SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System), Korea is the country 

that has the largest population of students studying abroad. The number of Korean students 

studying abroad is keep increasing more than one million each year. Attending schools in 

foreign countries provides students with valuable opportunities such as learning foreign lan-

guage, experiencing new cultures and making lots of oversea friends. Pursuing one’s studies 

at a place far away from one’s home is also promoted these days since “globalization” is the 

keyword of 21st century. (Globalization is the process of international integration arising from 

the interchange of world views, products, ideas, and other aspects of culture) Getting admis-

sion from schools abroad, especially universities, requires numerous qualifications. This ar-

ticle will discuss about foreign college entrance examination through the story of Sanghyun 

Park, who is one of the first graduates from HAS. 

Nayoon Kim, Yeonkyung Kim, Jaewon Cheong 

Interview with  

Honorable 

First Graduate of HAS 

S A N G 
HYUN 
P A R K  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_view
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture


Could you introduce yourself briefly? 

Answer  Hi, I’m Sanghyun Park and I graduated from HAS last year in February as a first 

graduate. I will attend Oxford University in England this coming October, and I’m going to be 

majored in Physics. Nowadays, I’m taking a rest and doing things I want to do. I did exercise, 

listen to music, read my favorite books in my leisure times. Since high school, I have been 

interested in science and eventually selected physics as a major in college, and outside of 

academics, I like playing the guitar in the band and playing badminton. I learned the impor-

tance of self-studying and coordination in HAS.  

  Why did you choose to enroll to a college broad?  

Answer   I spent my childhood abroad so I had a chance to study with international students. 

To be honest, I had no idea about what they studied and how they studied. However, interna-

tional students actively participating in various activities and holding festivals for the villagers 

made a good impression to me. From then, I determined to study abroad. My plans to attend a 

college abroad became more certain and clear whenever I thought of my future life. I have 

always imagined myself participating in tough debates with foreign friends on scientific topics 

and writing high-quality reports about my majors. Although I would actually be able to achieve similar high quality education from 

both international and domestic college and it is more convenient to go to domestic college, I thought going to college abroad would 

help me to have more interesting experiences and achieve higher goals . 

Could you tell us about your work ethic 

and advise us in academics? 
Answer  First of all, to talk about GPA(Grade point average), it’s 

something which is most easily overlooked but is actually one of the 

most crucial parts. As well as me and many other students going abroad, 

it’s very easy to neglect of getting good grades due to the absolute 

evaluation system. There are cases when there are fewer burdens, but 

conversely there are other cases when there are more burdens so you 

really have to take care of your grades. Most foreign colleges set GPAs 

as a standard of perseverance, so if you have a lot of Bs or Cs, colleges 

may look upon you as an insincere student. And having such a negative 

impression may jeopardize your admission to colleges. So, even though 

it’s a bit tiresome, it is important that you work hard to get decent grades. 

But remember, that doesn’t mean that you should kill yourself just 

because of a few bad grades. As I’ve mentioned before, GPA is a stan-

dard of perseverance, so getting one more B doesn’t mean a student 

who was going to get in will fail to do so. Even if your grades drop a bit, 

it would make a better impression if you work hard and pull them back 

up. Also, in the case of GPA not only scores are important but also 

subjects are important. I would say it’s definitely better to take more 

challenging courses rather than taking basic courses to get good grades. 

  When you’re preparing for AP(Advanced Placement), you would need 

an exam preparation textbook such as ‘Barrons’ or ‘Princeton Review’, 

and maybe an advanced course textbook. In my case, I started studying 

for AP during winter break for the test in May. By preparing beforehand, 

you would have fewer burdens during the term to study for school 

subjects. And when exams get closer, you should review what you have 

studied and work on previous AP FRQ(Free response Question) on the 

College board homepage. Then, you’d be able to get good grades on AP. 

In the case of SAT, the two most important parts are practice and vo-

cabulary. I would say it’s impossible to get good grades on the SAT if 

you don’t know the vocabulary. If you just memorize Wordsmart 1 and 

2, it’s a lot easier to take the exam. So, I recommend memorizing the 

vocabulary beforehand. And in the case of SAT, problem forms are not 

so diverse so you should practice reading and solving a lot of problems. 

Not to mention the blue book from College Board, it would also be 

good to solve exam books from private mock exams. If you prepare 

thoroughly and don’t get so nervous on exam day, you’d be able to get 

scores that you wanted with a bit of luck. 



Can you tell us about what you did to earn proficiency in your field other than 

school subject?   

  Since I did not prepare for Olympiad or tests, it was hard for me to apply for physics or math related tests. So, I usually attended 

contests that do not require extremely deep knowledge. First contest that I attended was KYPT. In KYPT, my team and I received a 

physics problem. In order to solve the problem, we conducted an experiment and debated in English with other teams. Both conducting 

an experiment and finding flaws with other teams were very interesting and meaningful. However, our team was 5th place, so we were 

not able to compete with international student. Still, I think this experience helped me to major in physics. I also attended to ‘Asian 

Science Camp (ASC)’ when I was 11th grade in summer. In this camp, students from 7 different Asian countries gathered to listen to 

lessons from Nobel Prize winners and famous scientists and to debate with each other. Listening to great scientists’ life and researches 

inspired me to study more about science. 

Tell me about your plans after gradu-

ating the university. 

  It is explicit that I will work in the field of science however I 

didn't decide specifically. I believe that I didn't study and gain 

experience enough to determine my future career. If I become 

interested in fundamental science while studying in England, I 

would work in laboratory like CERN. However, if I turn on to 

applied science, I would further learn about engineering or run a 

business of my own. Since this not a kind of problem that could be 

solved instantly, I should think more about it more carefully dur-

ing my university life.  

Is there anything that you want to tell 

HAS students? 

  I think of  HAS a lot after the graduation. Of course university 

life will be nice but I strongly recommend students to make sin-

cere memories and best friends during their lives in HAS. High 

school friends are the dearest among others to me. It seems like not 

many juniors are planning to apply to universities abroad however 

it is obvious that students in HAS can get successful results in 

college admissions so I strongly recommend them to apply. Also 

please consider universities in England too, not only those in USA. 

This is end of my response and thank you. 



 

Seoro; An Ideal Circle For Readers 

  Seoro is a club with eight HAS students who love to read 

books and share the feelings that they had while reading them. 

The club was started by last year’s seniors who successfully 

closed the year by fulfilling the goal of reading twenty books.  

  Seoro means ‘Book Road,’ as their main activity is reading 

books with its members. It also means ‘Together’ since all the 

members always work in collaboration. Such meanings depict 

the circle’s characteristic that is full of passion towards reading. 

Members of Seoro have read six books so far: On Liberty, The 

Moon and Sixpence, Sagiyeoljeon, Talmud, Der Teil und das 

Ganze, Evergreen Tree. On Liberty is a philosophical work by 

British philosopher John Stuart Mill about utilitarianism and the 

relationship between authority and liberty. The book further 

discusses tyranny, basics of liberty, freedom of thoughts and 

individuality. The Moon and Sixpence is a story based on Paul 

Gauguin's tragic life in Tahiti. Charles Strickland, the protago-

nist of this novel, is the model for Gauguin. He shows genius in 

art and ends his life after living miserably as an artist. Sagi-

yeolgeon, written by Sima Qian, a Chinese historian, is about 

people's lives from ancient times. Sima Qian tried to find life's                                                                                      

ultimate meaning through lives of people who walked their own 

paths. Talmud is a story full of various reflective thoughts 

written by Jewish faqihs, Muslim scholars who studied reli-

gious precepts. Der Teil und das Ganze is a scientific autobi-

ography of Werner Karl and examines how the uncertainty 

principle was established. Evergreen Tree is a story about 

intellectual man fighting for peasant enlightenment.  

  Seoro chooses books from Seoul National University's 100 

must-read list,  Korean literature, and books recommended by 

its own members.  

  The eight members each assume important roles. The head of 

the circle appoints meetings and prepares events like birthdays. 

There are two scribes who take notes of the discussions and 

upload them on the internet cafe. There are two members who 

plan voluntary work and one who maintains the cafe by up-

loading pictures. Every Wednesday, students from Yonsei 

University come to HAS to help students improve in debating. 

One member's role is to decide on the topic of the debate and 

appoint the exact time for the meeting. The last member pre-

pares programs for other members to play a drama or write 

novels in collaboration.  



The First Trip 

Min Je Jo 

  On March 23th, ‘The 88trip Project’ began. For the eight Seoro students, who had never traveled with a school club, it 

was either a nervous or thrilling day. However, the trip was what they had waited for since the beginning of the 

semester so with hope and courage, they finally decided to embark on an adventure.  

The first destination of The 88trip Project was Buyeo, a place full of historical traces of the 

BaekJae Dynasty and the peaceful sceneries of the Kum River. It is one of the most popular 

places for a school trip, but actually there was a more important reason why the eight 

a d v e n t u r e r s  s e l e c t e d  B u y e o  a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  d e s t i n a t i o n . 

In the beginning of the semester, the members read the poet Dong 

yeop Shin (1930-1969). They were impressed by his eager-

ness for peace and liberty during the 50s and 60s when 

the nation suffered division and violent dicta-

torship. Looking for a place where they 

could feel his poetic spirit, 

Buyeo became the first 

s t o p  o f  t h e i r 

journey. 

1. Driving on a High-Way (Seoul to Buyeo)  

  On a genial early-spring day, the eight students took their seats in a mini-van. Yu 

Sung Ho, the sponsor of Seoro, took the steering wheel. Changpyo Hong, one of the 

Sereo members said, "It was a new experience to go on a school trip in a van!"  

2. The Kum River and the Falling Blossom Cliff 

  The Kum River flows through the side of Buyeo. Since Buyeo was the capital of 

Baekjae Dynasty, there are many historical sites 

near the riverside, like the Falling Blossom Cliff. 

3,000 women in the palace jumped down to the 

river when enemies invaded. The members pon-

dered the history from the distant past. Buyeo is a 

nice place to experience the old culture and history.  

3. Poet, Dongyeop Shin  

  While traveling, the members visited the house where the poet Dongyeop Shin was born and a monument that commemo-

rates him. His poems are still remembered these days. In his poems, he always expressed his hope for peace and reunification 

of Korea. In "Kumkang," the longest epic poem in Korean literature, he mentions people who have strived to keep liberty and 

peace in history. 

  As it was the first trip, some of their schedule was messed up and unfortunately lost some of important tour places in Buyeo. 

However, they learned the culture and history of  BaekJae Dynasty and the spiritual message of  Dongyeop Shin’s literature. 

They finally came back to Seoul with a good memory of the trip. With loudly beating hearts, they anticipate future adventures.   



Interview on Seoro's Trip to Buyeo 

                                    -Approaching to an Actual Scene of Literature 

  Last year, seniors of Seoro went to a trip for their literature study, and this year, second graders went to the trip for the same 

purpose. To learn about their trip, we interviewed on three students: Heesang (leader of the club), Changpyo, and Jiyeon.  

Q : Did this trip bother your study? 

A : It differs from student to student, but to me it didn't 

interfere with my studies. Rather it helped me study by 

refreshing my mind. If you felt it interfered with your 

studies, you should study harder during the during self- 

study period!  

Q : What were fortes and defects on this trip? 

A : There was only one con. We traveled a long distance 

in a small car, which was extremely uncomfortable.  

There were several fortes. Since we went all together, it 

was very exciting and it gave me a lot of pleasure. Also it 

helped me understand the literature in an easier way. 

Q : Will you go again if your club make another trip? 

A : Definitely. It will help our members come closer 

together. Also we only went once out of eight times! 

Making all eight trips has real value. Moreover, it will 

help my study on literature. For these reasons, I will 

definitely go again if another trip is planned.  

Interview on Changpyo 

 Interview on Jiyeon 

Q : What have you learned from this trip? 

A : Before I went on the trip, I read books with a non-

chalant attitude. However, after I went on the trip, my 

attitude about reading changed. I started thinking about 

the author and the background of the book. I can under-

stand the book better.  

Q : Would you like to recommend this trip to all HAS 

students? 

A : I would strongly recommend this trip to HAS students. 

Since HAS is a boarding school, we don't have much 

time to take a trip with others. By taking a trip, our minds 

can be refreshed. However, in my personal view, this trip 

is good for small groups. If  HAS students make a trip 

like this, small groups would be ideal.  

Interview on Heesang  

Q : What was the purpose of your trip? 

A : One of our activities is to plan and take a trip. When 

we read certain books, especially literary works, we plan 

a trip to the scene of the book and keenly feel the lives of 

literary figures. Also we can expand our horizons with 

our friends by taking a trip. We take a trip once a month, 

eight times a year.  

Q : What should be improved for the better trip? 

A : This trip was too improvised. Next time when we take 

a trip, we should have a more organized plan, so that we 

won't be tired like this time.  



  Jaegeon Lee, Ahin Lee,  Sooyoung Joo,  Sangwon Lee 

Future Plans of Seoro 

  After the first successful trip in March, Seoro plans to 

visit a few more places this year. Seoro members learned 

know-how about future plans from their first trip. Some 

problems that they encountered during the first trip and 

their process of overcoming those hardships became the 

foundation of their future plans. “I think the first trip is the 

‘signs’ for future plans. Based on the first trip, we are 

planning to visit a few other places,” Jaegeon Lee, a mem-

ber of Seoro.  

  First of all, I didn't even think that students of HAS would go on a trip, considering the amount of work they had to complete in 

such a short time. Secondly, the idea of a trip to the actual scene of the book was very amusing. Often, students travel to other 

places just for entertainment, but Seoro managed to plan an excellent trip that provided both enjoyment and lessons. In fact, many 

members of the circle seemed satisfied because they learned how the lives of literary figures were and how learning from the site 

was more effective than indirect learning through reading. Although riding in a small car for a long distance was uncomfortable, 

many found the trip exciting and felt it was an opportunity to refresh their exhausted minds from being overworked during the  

school days.  

  In order to improve the trip, few points should be considered. First, the trip should be prepared earlier to provide comfortable 

conditions to all students. Secondly, more activities like voluntary work should be added to make the trip more interesting.  

Seoro members are looking toward more memorable future trips.  

  Their future plans will correspond to their initial plan to visit all eight provinces of Korea. Their trips will be in 

May, June, August, September, October, November, and December, as the first trip was in March. With the excep-

tion of months with exams, Seoro plans to take trips every month. 

  The next trip will be in May, to Dangjin, Chungnam. The author of focus for this trip will be Hoon Sim , a re-

nowned novelist of the 1900s. Many of his novels reflect the lives of farmers and peasants in the 1930s, and the 

sense of kinship among them. One of his most famous novels is ‘Sangroksoo’ which reflects the lives of peasants 

and the problems they encounter. The novel was written based on Hoon Sim’s experience in rural areas, since he 

went back to rural life in the 1930s for the peasant movement. Therefore, visiting Dangjin where he lived will be 

crucial to understand his literary world. Heesang Won, another member of Seoro said, “The next trip will be really 

exciting, since I really like Hoon Sim. I really want to see Pilgyungsa, where Hoon Sim’s house was located.” 

  Other places that Seoro is planning to visit are Gunsan, Andong, Chuncheon, and so on where authors like Mansik 

Chae. Yooksa Lee, Yoojung Kim lived respectively. These places reflect the author’s life and their literary world. 

“We all hope that other trips would be as successful as the first trip,” Sungho Yoo, teacher in charge of Seoro said.  

Seoro's Exemplary Trip (Interviewer’s Thoughts)  



Communication and Relationship,                

 

H AS encourages students to be the global leaders, in an international society. For this purpose, HAS provides manifold 

international programs such as International Symposium. Among those programs, in March, six Japanese students came to 

HAS for an exchange program. Three boys, Yoshimura, Kotaro, Atsusi, were from Kaiyo Academy, and three girls, Kirie, 

Sari, Keiko, were from Ohyu Gakuen Girl’s High school. They stayed in HAS for two weeks taking classes, and partici-

pating in various club activities, sports, and entertainment. They also experienced various cultures in Korea, by visiting 

famous, and traditional attractions in Korea with HAS students. We, HAS English Magazine interviewed Japanese students, 

who already became our friends when we met. The interviewer asked manifold questions to Japanese students, and they 

were really enthusiastic about telling their experience, following two questions and answers are what they were most en-

thusiastic.  

 Kyungho Park, Terry Kim, Jaeso Ahn 

Exchange Students from Japan 



Sari I visited my home-sister's elementary and middle school. It was a 

great time for me because it is very uncommon for foreigners to have a 

chance to visit a real school. It was very fun to notice the differences 

between Korean schools and Japan's schools. I was impressed by Korean 

students because Youngji told me that most Korean students visited their 

former schools after graduating. Teachers were also welcoming the 

graduates and they seemed to miss the graduates a lot. I was pretty sure 

my home-sister is a great student because the teachers complimented her 

so much. Also, I could see the education system of Korea. It was similar 

to Japan’s, however, the difference was a specialized curricula in high 

schools such as HAS. After I heard some basic curricula in general high 

schools in Korea, I was surprised at the level of education of HAS, es-

pecially Science and Foreign language. I think HAS students are really 

hard working on hard curriculum, and I envy their academic level. 

Kirie I went shopping with my home-sister Seonju Ahn  at Hyundai shopping center. Before the occasion I never knew Hyundai 

was a Korean corporation. While shopping I thought of many Hyundai cars that can be easily seen in the streets of Japan. I was 

mesmerized by the scale of the shopping mall me because even in Japan, there were only a few that can compete with such size and 

design. It was more overwhelming to hear from my home-sister that the biggest shopping center of the world in Korea, which was 

more than 7 times bigger than the Hyundai shopping mall. While shopping, I experienced some differences in culture of shopping. 

I think Korean shopping centers are more boisterous than Japan’s. Not only this, I experienced manifold different shopping cultures 

in Korea, and it was great for me.  

 

Keiko I went on a cruise on the Han river. Visiting Korea, I crossed 

the Han river many times, but to see the night skylines of the river 

was totally different. At first, I thought my home-sister took me to a 

fancy restaurant. We started our dinner at the buffet, and suddenly the 

restaurant started shifting. I was frightened and asked my home-sister, 

and she told me to get out of the restaurant. When I opened the door, 

I was stunned by the bridge of Han river that looked so beautiful with 

the sprinkled water from it. I waved to other cruise ships that also had 

many foreigners on board. I really appreciate my home-sister for such 

an unforgettable memory.  

What is your best memory in your Homestay? Q. 



Yoshimura For homestay, I have stayed at Jaseo Ann's house. 

Even though I wondered about my homestay because I'm not really 

familiar with foreign student, Jaseo was such a friendly guy. He in-

troduced a lot of places in Seoul. We've been to food courts in shop-

ping malls and ate some spicy noodles, but it was too hot to eat eve-

rything. But it was great! I got to eat one of the spiciest ramen of 

Korea with my home buddy and other HAS friends. I've been to Korea 

many times and visited probably most of the famous places, and must

-visit sites. But it was a privilege for me to experience something 

unique, which might not be in regular tour courses. I used to avoid 

food from other countries because of the different spices me; espe-

cially hot food was pain for me, but this time many friends from HAS 

encouraged me. However, I couldn't finish the whole bowl of ramen, 

so my friends ordered a milder ramen that was made of soy-bean. In 

fact, it is difficult to eat those kinds of foods in Japan, therefore I 

wanted to challenge myself on food at that moment, and it became the 

most memorable experience during my homestay. I really enjoyed the 

second one and could eat all of them, but the spicier ramen would be 

memorable for me. I really appreciate my friends of HAS for the 

memories we made together.  

Kotaro Staying in a house of student from HAS was such a remarkable experience. I could actually be involved in Korean 

culture, and understand people from other regions better. Experiences I thought that were the most impressive during home-stay 

was the spicy "Bibim Nangmyeon", "Samulnori", and Korean traditional dance. Before ‘Bibim Nangmyeon,’ I never knew that 

spiciness of pepper could harmonize so well with sweet, sour and salty flavou. ‘Samulnori’ was the wonderful collaboration of 

sounds from various instruments that made me dance only by listening to powerful beats of 'Jang-gu', 'Buk', 'Kkwaeng gwari' and 

'Jing's. Korean traditional dances are so graceful and the lines of 'Hanbok's they wore doubled the beauty of their movements. 

These are the things that I can't experience in Japan, memories so precious that they still linger in my heart. Moreover, I had a great 

chance to communicate with other high school students outside of HAS. Since HAS is a high school, where the most intellectual 

and educated students study, I thought other high school students would not be as fluent in English as HAS students. However all 

of the students were so fluent in English that I had no trouble communicating with them. I was very impressed by the Korean 

education system in general. Even though they were all 1st graders of high 

school, they were all aware of their future and entering universities. It was 

shocking to know that not only HAS students were such in concern with their 

future and goals.  

Atsusi Mine is very similar with Yoshimura. I got to eat ‘Naengmyeon’ 

which was Korean traditional noodles, and I chose the spicier one between two 

options. Soon I ended up regretting my choice because the one I chose was 

extremely hot. First, I thought the noodles were just mild and flavorless, but 

then I found out that I had to mix the noodles with the sauce that was spread in 

the bottom part. As I mixed the sauce with the noodles, the color of the noodles 

slowly turned red. I was worried to eat the food because all the red food from 

HAS’s cafeteria was very spicy. After mixing them, I ate about a quarter and 

gave up finishing it. I think I and Yoshimura experienced a lot of Korean food 

cultures. My homestay friend also taught me table manners of Korea, and I was 

able to compare it with Japanese food culture. I think I learned a lot of things 

with my homestay friend, especially about Korean Culture.  

What is your best memory in your Homestay? Q. 



Kotaro I was really astonished at the HAS students who were eager to enter prestigious universities such as Seoul National 

University, Korea University, and Yonsei University. In Japan, many students in first and second grade are not really con-

cerned about universities. We are not much interested in entrance examination. Students rarely worry about universities, or 

prepare for their future. Compared to our school, HAS students study really hard. I think it is the biggest difference between 

our school and HAS’s atmosphere.  

Yoshimura I was inspired by HAS students' hardworking attitude. For instance, in the study hall, when they were sleepy, 

they stood up and they put their chairs on the desk. I was really inspired. I wanted to try it in Japan. They always studied. I 

saw many students studying while they were walking. Also, I was really surprised at their textbooks which seemed very hard. 

Some of them already studied infinitesimal calculus. Their books seemed very hard. There were many things I learned in 

HAS. The classes were very vibrant. Students made it voluntarily. I couldn't believe it. Because we should be quiet in the 

class and students are very silent in Japan. HAS students asked questions with confidence and no one laughed at their 

questions. They listened carefully to the questions. Teachers also answered the questions in detail. I realized that our students 

need to adopt this attitude in mind toward studying.  

Atsusi Although our school students also made an effort to study hard, HAS’s stu-

dents had more intellectual curiosities than our school students had. I could find it in 

classes. They asked a lot of questions to teachers. In the classes, we used English. I 

think our school didn’t use English in our class when foreign students or people took 

our classes. I was really impressed by HAS students’ concern for us. Of course, they 

asked questions in English. Some questions made me think deeply on the topic, and 

we could understand the class clearly.  

Q. How is HAS’s studying atmosphere  

                        different from Japanese schools?  

Sari  Actually, our school's study hall can hold only one hundred students. So we 

cannot study in the study hall often, and students are not really familiar with study-

ing there. Instead of studying in the study hall, we usually study in our homes. So we 

have to study alone in our homes. It is rare to see the students who study hard in the 

school. In HAS, to see other students studying hard impressed me impression. Not 

only for discussions on the question, the enthusiasm for studying was inspired on me. 

I think that is the difference between HAS and Ohyu. Also, I felt a hard tense at-

mosphere.  

Keiko  Studying hall in HAS was a good environment to study. Teachers and students were very friendly. In Japan, students 

are very silent. But HAS's students always asked questions to their teachers. Moreover, I was surprised at teachers who were 

left in the studying hall for helping their students at night. In Japan, teachers usually do not stay at school to helping students 

except in some special cases. However, HAS’s teachers were really interested in helping students, and they always tried to 

support them. Also, I envy the friendly relationship between teachers and students. I heard that homeroom teachers and 

students went to a restaurant in HAS. I was astonished at that.  

Kirie Our school does not have a dormitory. So studying with friends was new to me. In addition, the studying atmosphere 

in HAS was very nice despite many students study together in the study hall. In Japan, we usually study in the home. In my 

case, I am used to study in home because home is comfortable to me. We rarely study together in Japan. Some students go to 

library to study together with their friends. However, it is not really a common thing. I feel the same thing, too. However, 

HAS students were really accustomed to study together even they debate or discuss problems or questions in the study hall. 

So though I don't like the study hall much in HAS, I respect their studying atmosphere.  



Culture? 
Culture! 

Many people might wonder whether HAS has any richness in its own culture be-

cause they seem too obsessed with academic achievements to be interested in any 

cultural events. 

  Actually, this is not true at all. Students in HAS enjoy various cultural activities, 

such as HEART (Hana exhibition of Art) concerts or plays. Also, they have strong 

academic culture supported by systematic sports curriculum designed to maintain 

students’ health status.  

  After reading these articles, you might be surprised about our amazing culture. 

Minje Cho, Heechan Choi, Haeji Chung, Chaewon Kim 



Study CULTURE 
 HAS operates small group 

 : high efficiency classes for advanced subjects 
  What do you imagine when you think about high school? Many 

people usually say that they can think of 40 to 50 students sitting 

on a small chair, each given a single desk that barely holds a book 

and a pencil, and a strict (usually male) teacher shouting at some 

drowsy students. Some people even say that it’s a ‘jail’. However, 

it’s quite different at HAS. 

  HAS has many unique characteristics in their own educational 

system. They use ‘optional classes’ to give various chances to 

each student. At the beginning of each semester, students go to 

official internet site to design and confirm their own timetable. 

With their own timetable, they go to their own classroom designed 

for each subject’s characteristics. For example, history classroom 

has a huge world map on the back and a big globe that contains 

detailed information for each continent.  

  Active interaction between teacher and students is also remarkable. Instead of so-called “cramming education” prevailing in many 

other high schools, HAS aims for ‘interactive education’, which allows both students and teachers to grow. This is not the end: HAS 

operates a track system, which allows students to select various types of curriculum and timetables, and a free-class system, where 

students can use their free classes to do self-study or deal with personal tasks. 

  The most important thing is that HAS’s unique studying system and culture is amazingly successful. The first graduates’ university/ 

college entrance results are a more interesting to HAS. The ministry of Education also praises HAS’s success and its own culture. Most 

of all, HAS students really enjoy their high school life. Three characteristics below are the reasons why HAS is different. 

Class 
with 

DISCUSSION 
  In some classes,  we can barely hear 

teacher’s voice. Rather, we can hear many 

students spiritedly talking. HAS operates 

various discussion classes like philosophy 

or literature. They discuss a subject given 

by their teacher. 

Class 
With 

PRESENTATION 
 It is also surprising that some classes have 

no teacher in front of their classroom. Yet 

we can find a student instead. This brave 

student presents his or her own research 

and its results. These kind of classes are 

called ‘Class with Presentation’. 

  The most surprising thing is that we can-

not find anyone in some classrooms. In-

stead, the whole class is studying outside, 

enjoying the sunshine and breeze. Espe-

cially in the spring and autumn, outdoor 

classes prevail and refresh students. 

Outdoor 
Classes 

TOP Secret: Self-Studying Culture in HAS 

  The most essential part of studying culture in HAS is that we have a highly-developed self-studying culture. Students can achieve a 

high level of educational success.  

DOMITORY 
  For some students who 

want to study at night, the 

dorm offers good facili-

ties. 

OFFICIAL  

CLASSROOM 
  Even after classes, stu-

dents can use classrooms 

for more discussion. 

LIBRARY 
  Students read books or 

search  information  for 

their assignments.  

STUDYING HALL  
  Students  mainly  study 

here, in their own indi-

vidual space. 

MEDIA SPACE 
  Students can freely use 

internet to get informa-

tion or study more.  

Three UNIQUE class system 



’Achromatic Dream’ IMBUES Hana with a Play 

  On March 27, 2013, Double Sphere’s first play ‘The Achromatic Dream,’ premiered. Many 

students attended to see the play although they had to give up their self-studying time. 

The play started in a calm, small café, called Blue-Hara. Every day, beautiful melodies of cello 

and piano fill the cafe. Jung-hun and Ji-eun who went to the same college of music, fell in love. 

Two led happy lives by operating the café. One day, a guy full of anger, Eunhyuk entered the 

café and the complication starts. The story well described individuals’ conflicts in a mundane 

world and the process of understanding each other’s ego through music. 

‘Achromatic Dream’ was Double Sphere’s first self written and produced play which lasted on 

1 hour while two previous plays were performed in arranged scenarios for 2 hours. Double 

Sphere’s new attempt successfully ended with audiences’ big applause. 

WHAT IS DOUBLE SPHERE? 
  Double Sphere is the school’s only drama club. Established in 2011, three different dramas have been staged, one in English and the 

others in Korean.  

  Double Sphere is mainly comprised of two departments: ‘Acting department’ and ‘Directing department.’ The acting department 

stands on a stage. It requires voice projection and empathy. The directing department supports actors and actresses on a stage. They 

write the script and manage the stage. Double Sphere stands on a stage at Hana Art Center every March and November.  

  Double Sphere has its regular practice time on every Monday. Nowadays, they are practicing basic drama skills and preparing their 

next play in November.  

  The reporter visited Double Sphere’s practice room on May 22. The Interview was carried out with 2nd graders Tae-

young Kim and Young-bin Kim. 
 

Q1. What was the reason you entered ‘Double Sphere’? 

  Taeyoung Kim I have been interested in plays since I was in elementary school. I was an actor in the elementary school theater group. 

And last year, I saw the play ‘Chocolate War’, which was quite impressive. That roused up my mind to start the play again.  

 

Q2. Are there any distinctive characteristics of ‘Double Sphere’ compared with other clubs? 

  Youngbin Kim This club is quite complicated and time-consuming work. I haven’t had any club activities that need effort like this 

club. Because we have to direct, create, and act, we put a lot of effort. 

 

Q3. What is the hardest part during preparation? 

  Youngbin Kim ‘Time’ was the biggest matter. Double Sphere has a regular meeting every week. And we need extra time to practice 

or to write a script. But it helped me to manage time more effectively. 

 

Q4. Can you explain your new play in November? 

  Taeyoung Kim It is Double Sphere’s second self-directed play 

The story starts with some Korean 12thgrade students’ deviation. Through severe conflicts and contemplations, they are finding their 

ego-identity. The play is kind of autobiographical for Double Sphere in a sense that the scenario included real events that happened in 

the theater group. I think this play allows the audience to think deeply about Korean Education and students’ life. 

 

  During the interview, the reporter watched members’ practices. They were practicing hard by reciting poems and 

reading scripts. Although school life is strenuous, they were passionate and sincere .It is the reason that why Double 

Sphere can maintain its existence and be lauded by many students and teachers. 

INTERVIEW 



Two Activities Per Person 

 Physical education, art and music are three subjects that have long been forgotten by high school students. The external and internal 

pressure of studying gets heavier when a student enters a high school, and subjects such as physical education are easily regarded as 

unnecessary subjects that reduce studying time. Time for private exercise also decreases because of various academies that fill one’s 

schedule after the school finishes. Students’ health gets worse with heavy burdens of works and they easily feel stressed and tired. 

  However, it is different at Hana Academy Seoul (HAS). HAS puts emphasis in the order of “body, morality, and knowledge” rather 

than “knowledge, morality, body” which is the traditional order. And it keeps its motto by implementing a unique program called “two 

activities per person”. After the regular curriculum ends at 4:00 in the afternoon, students of HAS get busy preparing their sports 

equipment and musical instrument. Four days a week, from 4:20 to 5:50, students are required to participate in two classes among 

physical education, art, and music. They choose which classes to take at the beginning of each semester. There are various classes to 

choose from and many of them are very unique. Among physical education classes, there are classes such as soccer, basketball, tennis 

and swimming, and classes that are taught inside the school such as hockey, kendo, table tennis, and Pilates. For music classes, in-

strument students learn vary from traditional instruments such as the Gayageum, Haegeum, and  Daegeum, to western instruments 

such as the violin, cello, trumpet, and clarinet. In art classes, students learn graphic designs, three dimensional modeling, photography, 

or Western painting. 

  “Two activities per person” has great importance to the students of HAS in terms of relieving stress. Since HAS is a boarding school, 

the students of  HAS cannot enjoy ordinary leisure activities of a high school student such as watching TV and playing computer 

games. Therefore, even though school life is busy and students are heavily loaded with various homework, assignments, contests, and 

tests, the school requires students to be involved in various activities to allow students time to release their stress. 

 However, lots of parents are worried about HAS’s peculiar “two activities per person” program. While the students of HAS play 

basketball, sing songs, and draw pictures, other high school students will be studying intensely. Therefore, it is no surprise that parents 

are worried about the program since it takes away their children’s precious studying time. Fortunately, with the successful result of 

2013 university entrance, the credibility of the program has been acknowledged. 

A SOUND MIND N A 

SOUND BODY : 

[TWO ACTIVITIES PER 

PERSON] at HAS 



The Recital 
  HAS holds a recital twice a year, and each 

takes place at the end of a semester. On that 

day, almost everybody is in handsome black 

suits, beautiful black dresses, or traditional 

Korean clothes, ‘Hanbok.’ It is the time to 

reveal what they’ve learned from “two ac-

tivities per person” program in front of their 

peers. All students gather in a large audito-

rium called Hana Art Center which has a 

large stage with luminous lightings. School 

orchestra and ‘Samulnori’ (ensemble music 

using four Korean traditional percussions) 

teams are two of the most famous classes. 

The music they make fill students with ad-

miration and awe. Last winter recital’s theme 

was “Hana, soaked with winter”. Like the 

theme says, beautiful harmony of music that 

the students make on the recital day soak the 

hearts of many students and teachers. There-

fore, the recital day is one of the most special 

days in HAS. 

Sports Club 
 For some students, physical education in “two activities per person” program evolves into sports clubs. Sports clubs are different 

from regular school clubs. While regular clubs are mandatory for students of HAS, sports clubs are voluntary clubs for students who 

want to participate more actively in a certain type of sports. Since sports clubs are operated voluntarily, leaders of sports clubs should 

choose a time and place to practice when convenient. There are judo, soccer, floorball, basketball, and badminton clubs in HAS and 

each club is coached by a school teacher or an outside instructor.  

 In order to be accepted to a sports club, students have to try out. For some clubs that are popular among students, try outs are very 

competitive and hard to pass. After students get selected, they arrange meetings on Saturday or Sunday mornings. Since some sports 

clubs compete with other high schools in various sports matches and competitions, regular practices are important.  

  One of the prominent sports clubs is the floorball club. The floorball club is known for its systematic practice and best outcomes 

among sports clubs. It has won prizes in various matches such as the National Sports Game and Junior Championship. Its members 

practice hard and regularly, and they take pride in their club. 

 Students who actively participate in sports clubs share invaluable experiences as they practice and compete together. Sports clubs 

allow students to lead a healthy life and learn important values such as sportsmanship, team work, and companionship. 



 

 M ay is the month of HEART perform-

ances which are held independently 

by students of HAS. HEART, which means 

‘Hana Exhibition of ART’, is an event that 

takes place in the Haetsalmadang where mem-

bers of each performance club have an oppor-

tunity to share their talents with other students. HEART performances have settled as a tradition of HAS since its very first year. 

There are six performance clubs in total- Dvorock (Band), Via (Band), Soul (singing), Today (live band), Movemental (dance) and 

S.B(hip-hop and R&B music). These distinct and competent clubs have prepared their own HEART performances this year again, 

and the audience response was amazing. Most of all, what made these stages even more special was the engagement of first grade 

students. For them, these new performances are a sensation since they became ‘one’, just like our school’s name. Here are this year’s 

HEART performances chronologically.  

  O n May 20th, it was Via(band)’s turn to go up stage. Older members of Via, including sen-

iors who graduated HAS and third graders, came to watch their performance. All the 

members of Via, including past members, wore red, short sleeved shirts printed ‘VIA-Visual Idol 

Artists’, which made them look very united. The vocal was good at communicating with the audi-

ence, and received a fervent response. Their performances were energetic, captivating, and exhila-

rating. That day, they sang famous and exiting songs like “Mercy”, “Alone”, “We are the one”, 

“Green frog” and more.  

  O n May 13th, Dvorock(band)’s show took place at dinner in front of the cafeteria. May the 

13th was a special day for Dvorock because it was their drummer’s birthday, and they 

planned to celebrate it during the performance. They all wore formal black suits and jeans which 

made them look professional. Since it was the first HEART performance of this year, they must have 

been very nervous, but Dvorock’s stage culminated in a success without any trouble. What was more 

interesting was that they wrote and composed their own song called ‘Dvorock Time,’ and released it 

that very day. Besides their own song, they also sang ‘Troublemaker’, ‘Welcome to black paradise’, 

‘Don’t hate me’, and more. 

  O n May 22th, ‘Today (live band)’ had a chance to perform in front of the audience. They 

were very worried that many students might not show up at their performance because 

there were already two consecutive performances prior to their day. However, many people still 

came to see their HEART thanks to the active participation of students who were ready to listen to 

Today’s live music. Today is known for singing all types of music with their own instrumental ac-

companiment and without MR(music recording). As the club which holds the largest number of 

people, the synergy behind their song and collaboration was evident. Most of their songs were 

bright and cheerful, spreading happy virus all over. They sang “I Need You”, “Ma Boy”, “Poker 

Face” and more. 

  O n May 21th, the only singing club ‘Soul’ got ready to open their own concert in the stairs of 

Sunshine yard. People call Soul ‘the only singing club,’ since they sing almost all kinds of 

music ranging from ballad, pop, acoustic, to soul music and anything apart from rock. This time, 

they split into groups of two and sang a duet. Unlike the performances of the two rock bands, the 

audience could enjoy their time due to the relaxed and comfortable music, and appreciate the songs 

deeply by their hearts. Since Soul is a club of musicians who love music and sing with fine talent 

and stage manners, it was a great time for HAS students for healing their tired mind and bodies and 

relieving their stress. They sang “Lucky”, “Somebody”, Romance”, “Between love and friendship” 

and even more. 

  HAS always emphasizes the ideology of students leading, being independent and autonomous, and doing what they really want to 

do. We all feel tired and stress from working and studying every day with a burden of developing ourselves to be the best. Living 

such tedious lives, HEART performance is an outlet for students providing to blow off energy and showcase their talents. 

  O n May 29th, HAS’s popular dance club, Movemental gave the last HEART performance of 

May. Everyone anticipated their performance, and as expected, many students gathered in 

the gymnasium. On that day, they dressed up in a harmony of black uniform shirts and casual pants. 

The first graders were much more passionate than expected, and the second graders were astonished 

as usual. Thirty minutes felt too short for appreciating all the dynamic performances and everyone 

was reluctant to leave the gym. Members of Movemental danced to “Shock”, “Bad girl”. “Alone”, 

“What’s your name” and more. 



F ollowing the hustle and bustle of coping with a new school year at Hana, there always comes a big political change : the 

Presidential election. The chart above(▲) shows the results of the student election held in April 3rd, and also the new mem-

bers of the student council who were thoroughly verified by the new administration. 
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Hana 
Greets its 4th Student Council  

  The new student government seems to be determined about 

establishing a distinct culture and tradition of  HAS.  An e-mail 

from the council members states "Forming culture and tradition 

is necessary in becoming a school of reputation. Setting the 

basis of that tradition is why we (the president and the vice 

presidents) decided to run for election, and it is also what we 

will strive to accomplish as the members of the student coun-

cil." 

  To realize their agenda, the new government has suggested 

several projects and policies to the students : making a 'Hana 

Guinness Book',  facilitating the school clubs,  establishing 

dormitory houses,  maintaining the 'Hana Hana Campaign' 

series, making cultural avenues and so on. Revising the gov-

ernmental departments (i.e. making a department related to 

school culture) was also part of the agenda, but considering the 

fact that the revision itself goes against the presidents' motto of 

stabilizing and solidifying the school atmosphere, the plan was 

withdrawn. Campaigns such as sorting our own backpacks at 

the cafeteria and handling the 'lost-and-found's are already 

being well carried out, and other policies are expected to be on 

the way. However, the long term of office for the new student 

council seems to undergo rough beginnings. The Teacher's Day 

ceremony which was planned and managed by the new student 

council has been mildly criticized both by the teachers and the 

students for its stagnant progress of events and also certain 

programs that turned out to be inappropriate. As it was the first 

formal gathering of HAS students since the new council's in-

auguration, the mishap may have aversely impacted the public 

recognition of members, but we should keep in mind that it is 

just a beginning. There is much more work left for them during 

the rest of the year that are incomparably more important than 

the recent two-hour ceremony, which means the members have 

bigger opportunities for them to prove their trustworthiness and 

their devotion to the school. 

  What is more, it is important to notice the obvious fact that the 

job of making a better-working school is not just for the student 

council members: rather, the goal can be accomplished only 

when active collaboration between the students, the school, and 

the student council is involved. The new student council says 

they are open to all student opinions, criticisms, and advice. Let 

us all make a move in making HAS a better place.  



T he unique club activity in HAS is one of the most special and important components of its educational curriculum. 

People outside HAS are first surprised at the diversity of clubs in the school. For one, there are more than 70 clubs 

participating in different activities. Activities in HAS belong to three main categories: academic activities, social contributions 

and stage performances. Unlike other schools where only academic clubs or a small number of ‘et cetera clubs’ exist, clubs in 

HAS cover all parts of one’s life. Then, the outsiders are shocked to see how all clubs are run completely by the students. In 

normal schools, teachers usually manage clubs and lead club members. Each club has a teacher in charge, but the teacher’s role 

is restricted to attendance check and basic finance. Club activities are what show most clearly why HAS deserves its modifier, 

‘student-centered-institution.’ 

Club Activities 
Reformation in HAS, 

Rebirth  
or  

Rewind?  

Chaerin Kong, Yewon Seo, Yujeong Lee, Gayoung Hong 



Some students were worried that if students have to pick 

only one club each, relatively ‘unimportant’ clubs like per-

formance based clubs might lose ground. Students in HAS 

are also high school students, and they cannot be free from 

the pressure of university entrance. In terms of university 

entrance, stage performance clubs might be neglected. To 

this, Mr. Yoo told us an anecdote. It was his own story. He 

himself was a relatively good student, and he got accepted 

by a prestigious university in Korea. University students 

also participate in club activities, and there, he chose Judo. 

In the club, there were a bunch of grown up males, and they 

did Judo, an activity that was the farthest away from aca-

demics. He later spoke to his employers in a job interview, 

“I did Judo and from it I learned what I couldn’t learn from 

studying.” He wanted us to be free from the pressure of 

‘academic activities.’  

H owever, the fact that there are more than 70 clubs also 

leads us to one of the biggest problems regarding the 

system. In HAS, students are permitted to participate in sev-

eral clubs at the same time. This means, considering such a 

large number of existing clubs in HAS, each student belongs 

to ‘many’ clubs. All high school students are busy. Students in 

HAS are usually much busier than normal students of their 

age. Some teachers have started to question whether students 

in HAS give their best in all the clubs they belong to. Diver-

sity is important, but not if students only ‘belong’ to many and 

actually do little for each. Another problem was that such 

diversity actually made students’ life uniform. For example, 

popular clubs like INTERACT have more than 80 1st and 2nd 

grade members. Imagine, 80 students out of 400 total 1st and 

2nd graders belonging to one single club. This happens be-

cause students participate in many club activities. In an at-

tempt to fix these problems, Mr. Yoo, the teacher in charge of 

the club system, proposed an alternative. 

  Mr. Yoo’s proposal was rather simple. He suggested, ‘one 

student, one club.’ If the alternative is passed, students can 

have only one club officially. One has to quit other clubs, 

though they can still  participate  as unofficial,  voluntary 

members. He said, pick one that you will devote all your 

passion, and do so. For other clubs, do participate if you want, 

from your heart, but not expecting official incentives.  



  Regarding the question about how reasonable the process 

of club activity reformation was, the opinions between the 

first graders and the second graders showed a big difference. 

As second graders have already experienced the club activity 

for one year and know profoundly how the club activities 

were managed in HAS, they held a clear opinion toward this 

issue. Due to the fact that they maintained a clear stance 

toward this controversy, they were able to bring up their 

opinion in the Hana Art Center in which the discussion was 

held. Many of the second grade students said that the process 

of the reformation was quite democratic and rational. Most 

of them were quite satisfied that the school tried to reflect 

their opinions through an open forum or a survey which 

intended for the whole student body. There were however, 

some minorities, who thought that these processes did not 

work out as a way to reflect what students really wanted. 

Jungwoo Oh said that what students really wanted is to make 

the full out of all the activities that they are already taking 

part in, not coming up with a progress by decreasing the 

number of club activities. He also added that in this point, 

the newly suggested proposal is totally distant from the 

students’ “Dream club activities”.  

As a result, so called ‘plan C’ was passed. Plan C included 

the following principles: 

 

 

 

 

 

  It was a compromise. A compromise, in common sense, 

should cover advantages of both sides to a certain extent. 

Then, was plan C a true compromise?  

  Some students expressed doubt towards this rather extreme 

and restrictive alternative. Hyoin Jang said, “One of the 

major problems is that only the career-path clubs would 

remain. Also, it’s not reasonable to force those students who 

want to undergo diverse experiences to have only one club. 

Club activity is meant to be free from its nature. Students 

should be able to choose not only which club but how many 

clubs to participate in. In addition, only focusing on one club 

might lead students to misunderstand the real meaning of 

club activities. For example, I belong to 6 clubs but it does 

not clash with my academic performances. It just depends on 

how you manage your time.”  

  Hyewon Yang argued, “Diverse club activities help one 

relieve stress. Students in HAS are constantly heavily bur-

dened.”  

  Younha Lee said, “in the future, harmonious leadership is 

needed. To be a global leader, we need diverse experience. 

Various club activities help students develop their talents in 

consilience. Also, club activity provides the opportunity to 

widen human networks.”  

  On the other hand, some students welcomed Mr. Yoo’s 

proposal. One of them said, “I think it’s more important to 

focus all one’s effort in single project rather than to step on 

many of them. The administrational convenience is also 

considerable.” 

  Students in HAS did recognize the problems of the status 

quo, but didn’t want the case to go extreme. To them, Mr. 

Yoo’s proposal was too extreme, restricting only one club to 

each student.  

 The case went under another survey.  



  On the other hand, the first graders of HAS had a quite 

different opinion toward the process of reforming the club 

activities. Eunbee Lee asserted that the first graders did not 

have a definite stance toward the issue since they had never 

experienced any club activities in HAS She said that be-

cause of this, it was obvious for them to form a narrowed 

perspective, following the opinions of the second grade 

seniors. She suggested that it would have been much better 

to hold a forum after the first graders were at least able to get 

to know about the club activities. Another first grade student 

Minjoo Park explained that many of the first graders did not 

have a chance to present their opinion through the open 

forum. She said that it was quite difficult for them to talk in 

front of the senior students who knew much more about the 

club activities than them. She proposed that a separate fo-

rum for each grade would have been better than the open 

forum with the whole students.  

  What was changed after all? The total number of clubs existing in HAS didn’t change much. Because most students were capable 

of showing their passion in third and fourth club, the number of clubs each student had didn’t change much either.  

  Kyungho Park said, “Although I believe that the influence the new club activity system has upon the HAS clubs is not that crucial, 

it helped the students to specify their activities and choose the ones that are right for them. This made the students able to focus on 

the activities that they value the most, whether it is related with their career, hobby, volunteerism, or religion and not waste their 

time doing other activities that are not that important to them.”  

 Ahin Lee also agreed with this point that the student activities in official clubs are getting more lively and vigorous.  

 Chaerin Kong complained, “This new system could be unfair for some of the students who actually worked hard as unofficial 

members of the club. For instance, I was a member of the Math club named LIM, and actively participated in “   day” which is the 

special event day held by that club. Although I was an active member of the club and loved the club, I had to quit since the new club 

system did not allow unofficial members. I believe that the standard for this new system should be clearly arranged and the official 

members of the club should pull their weight in the club.”  

  Lastly, Joohyung Woo and Geonju Kang said that if it weren’t the new club 

system, the Dvorock could have disappeared and become a small assembly. 

They also cast doubt on the fact that if the school chose to go for the new 

proposal, the whole club activities which HAS is famous for could have 

vanished since the officially given time for club activity is so short.  



  One anonymous student complained, “We have literally no 

time for club activities because there are so many other addi-

tional activities on Wednesday. Then the meaning of continuity 

fades away.”  

  Heechan Choi expressed similar opinion. “The time spared for 

club activity is so little that it is so difficult to progress in the 

club. It is difficult to even meet with all the club members.”  

Students also expressed other various complaints about the 

current system. The public’s opinion is that recent reformation 

did not touch the essence.  

  Heejoon Yoo said, “Many students think that this new system 

is rather unfair since the number of the clubs they can take part 

in varies regarding who the homeroom teacher is.”  

  Some students brought up a point that the problem regarding 

the unorganized management of club system is due to the un-

balanced number of club in each departments: liberal arts and 

natural science.  

  Sihun Lee said, “The biggest problem that this new system has is that there are too many clubs regarding the liberal arts depart-

ment. The new system should have come up with an alternative to solve this problem rather than to just decrease the number of the 

club students can take part in. The school should integrate the clubs that have the similar activity and rearrange it since the com-

petition between the clubs doing the same activity is heated up.”  
  Sunghwan Lee on the other hand talked about the problem that can arise in the clubs regarding the natural science department. He 

said that since the number of the clubs regarding the natural science club is so small, there are too many club members making the 

club unorganized and too talkative. He added that there are about 30 members in one club which makes it difficult to gather eve-

ryone’s opinion into one. On top of that, he worried about the new clubs formed by the first grade students. He said it would  be 

difficult for them to make up their own club activity since they do not know much about what club activities are held in HAS. He 

suggested that school should rather work on to support those clubs instead of coming up with a new issue of reforming the club 

system.  

  Special club activity represented  the school’s prestige. It was found to have inner problems. We went through discussions, assem-

blies and two surveys. We came up with plan C, and reached compromise. The process again showed why HAS is a special institution.  

  However, what has changed? 

  Clubs are facing a new problem in 2013. There is no time for club activities in the school calendar of 2013. What is the point if there 

is a new system and no time to launch it? 

  Club activity is one source of the pride of HAS. However, now is the time to question ourselves if not the pride only stands for the 

outsiders. Club activity should be something that students in HAS can be satisfied, and be proud of.  

▲only once a month is the time for club activity 



  Since January 26th, 2011, when the first anti-government protest began in Syria, about 

32000 people from both sides have been killed, ‘officially’. The hideous civil war continues 

to claim lives of not only soldiers and fighters but also innocent civilians. Moreover, be-

cause of the long-running conflicts, human rights in Syria are being seriously violated. It’s 

Non Governmental Organizations, that exerts themselves to the utmost in order to protect 

people from inhumane treatments. 

Kyudong Kim 

Peace 



NGO Activities inside Syria 

  Both the NGOs within Syria 

and the international NGOs are 

striving to provide vital aids to 

Syrian citizens, the major vic-

tims of the ceaseless domestic 

conflicts  that  have  constantly 

taken  place  since  last  year's 

Syrian uprising. Accounting for 

a large number of existing Syr-

ian NGOs are those registered 

under the governmental law for 

charitable organizations, whose 

inflexibility  is  discouraging 

many  potential  groups  from 

registering and setting on their 

official activities. Underdevel-

oped  administration  methods, 

lack of technological informa-

tion, and crackdowns on human 

rights organizations are among 

the  factors  that  impede  the 

country's NGO sector. Various 

NGOs are currently supporting 

Syrians with their relief efforts, 

ranging from establishing field 

hospitals  and  providing  food 

supplies  to  serving  security 

monitoring. 

Jaegeon Lee, Yoonah Kim 
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Duty of Global organizations 

  Syrian conflict has left nearly 50,000 

people killed since last spring when the 

citizens  uprose  for  the  resignation  of 

president Bashar al-Assad. The govern-

ment and the military which serves the 

dictator  have quelled the freedom and 

human rights of citizens,  leaving their 

lives at risk. 

  For the security of the innocent citizens, 

international organizations, such as Arab 

League and UN, have contemplated on 

ways to  stop the conflict  between the 

rebels  and  the  government  authorities. 

However, they confronted the differing 

opinions on whether they should intervene 

in the civil conflict. The U.S. and the U.K. 

argued for enforcement of the intervention. 

Whereas, China and Russia opposed to it. 

Thus, international effort to come out with 

proper resolution for this conflict failed 

repeatedly. What is worse, military sup-

port from each side has been increasing 

only to deteriorate the conflict. 

  The most urgent problem that the global 

society has to deal with is the discord 

among the nations regarding the interven-

tion plan. This act should be held in the 

belief that all humans should be protected 

from illegally armed forces,  no matter 

what kind of relationship the intervening 

nations has with Assad. Life and human 

rights should be put to priority. 

  Also, the global society should make a 

forum where the Syrian citizens and the 

Syrian  government  can  negotiate  and 

reconcile. The fundamental cause of the 

violence in Syria is that those two groups 

lack conversation and therefore, lose the 

chance to reach an agreement. They need 

to communicate in words, under fair and 

peaceful circumstances. It would not be 

easy for those two groups to suddenly 

make their own forum for reconciliation. 

It is the duty of the global society to help 

Syrians start  peaceful  negotiations and 

alleviate their domestic conflicts. 

Roles of NGOs 

  There  are  many  disagreements  that  are 

against the intervention of global society 

regarding domestic issues of a certain coun-

try. Therefore, a number of NGOs take the 

roles of searching for inhumane crimes, on 

behalf  of  governmental  organizations  or 

officials.  Global  NGOs such as  "Human 

Rights Watch" and "International Amnesty" 

have researched on the cases of deaths, tor-

tures, and kidnaps which have been con-

ducted by the Syrian governmental authori-

ties. Their statistics and data have been use-

ful for keeping track of the status quo of the 

civil  conflicts.  However,  their  work  has 

ended up having short-term effects, which 

are not enough to solve the predicament. 

  The NGOs have to put stronger efforts and 

attempts to cope with the authorities’ vio-

lence. One of the ways could be negotiating 

with the authorities for the expansion of the 

range of their activities. A personnel from the 

United Nations suggested that NGOs take 

chances to negotiate with tyrannies or the 

armed governments to get approved of their 

peaceful  activities  and  efforts  within the 

nation. It is important for NGOs to send their 

messages that they work for ethical causes 

such as world peace and human rights to the 

governments in order to move their mind and 

win approval. 

Social Issues 



Peace: Peacemakers in Syria 

NGO Works for Refugees 

  With  the  arising  conflicts 

within  Syria,  the  number  of 

refugees who have crossed the 

Syrian  border  totaled  around 

250,000, nearly twice the num-

ber assessed two months ago but 

much less than the amount with 

unregistered refugees included. 

An increasing number of Syri-

ans  are  fleeing  their  mother 

nations in search of better life 

conditions, amidst the atrocities 

they are now encountering. UN 

recently reported the estimated 

influx of Syrian refugees into 

the  neighboring  countries  as 

50,227  to  Turkey,  36,841  to 

Lebanon, and 13,730 to Iraq. 

NGOs including 'Save the Chil-

dren' are extending their aids to 

the refugees, most of whom are 

relying  on  temporary  accom-

modations. NGOs are continu-

ing their supportive efforts with 

the close cooperation with in-

ternational organizations, typi-

cally UNHCR, which provides 

the refugees with both financial 

and material supports. 

NGOs Censuring  

Syrian Government 

  Syrian  uprising  have  brought 

the oppressive Syrian regime and 

its  obvious  infringements  on 

human rights  to  the  center  of 

global attention. The protesters, 

the human right activists, and the 

journalists  were  arrested  and 

detained under the abusive offi-

cials for their participation in the 

uprising.  

  A number of ordinary citizens 

were subjected to the violence for 

their alleged cooperation with the 

agitators. As done in this year's 

March as a mark of one year of 

the violence in Syria, NGOs are 

calling on the Syrian government 

to cease its violations of interna-

tional laws and to grant flexible 

humanitarian access to the related 

activists. Regarding the govern-

mental  suppression  on  anti-

government protests as brutal and 

unacceptable,  NGOs  constantly 

appeal to the international society 

for a mutual support to Syrians, 

who  have  undergone  incessant 

crimes and bloodshed. 

Conclusion 

  The civil conflicts in Syria made the global 

society  acknowledge  the  fact  that  there  are 

drawbacks in the role of global organizations in 

solving regional  conflicts.  During the Syrian 

civil conflict, each state of United Nations Secu-

rity Council couldn’t reach a settlement regard-

ing the intervention plan, due to a few nations 

opposing the plan by using the veto power. If the 

decision of the organizations become delayed or 

failed like the current situation, violent conflicts 

prevailing over the world, like the Syrian civil 

conflict, will not be resolved easily or end up 

being serious incidents of slaughter and pain. 

  Those organizations should responsibly carry 

on their role as a mediator and a pursuer of global 

peace and human rights. NGOs should also take 

their roles to facilitate the resolution of civil 

conflicts. The global NGOs especially have to 

take more active and direct ways through nego-

tiations with the Syrian governmental authorities. 

Solving the civil conflict in Syria is not just a 

task that only the Syrians should undertake. The 

task must be considered by all members of the 

global society. The society should seek ways to 

protect Syrians' safety and human rights. Also, 

the world should work harder to help Syrians 

build up democratic society where every one of 

them could live with liberty and peace. 

Social Issues 



<Syrian  Refugees>  To  escape  the 

violence in their country, Syrian refu-

gees  have  fled  the  country  to 

neighboring nations such as Lebanon, 

Turkey and Jordan. The Syrian refugee 

problem began in April 2011 as the 

Syrian  government  enforced  lethal 

force directly toward rebels and pro-

testers  to  crack  down  on  anti-

government  movements.  Various 

countries are supporting the refugees 

by sending relief goods; however, in-

creased concerns involved the support 

of goods are taking place stating that 

the goods might not be delivered prop-

erly to the refugees. 

<Aleppo> Syrian warplanes have pounded a strategic city, 

Aleppo, with airstrikes as ground troops pushed forward to 

recapture the area. Efforts of the regime to retake the area cul-

minate in wide destructions, severe damages and the existence 

of fighting along the main highway that connects Aleppo and 

Damascus. The Free Syrian Army (FSA) presence has dis-

rupted the government’s reinforcements to Aleppo, the largest 

city where bloody fight for control takes place. Fights between 

FSA and the government force in Aleppo since July is still in 

maintain and rebel advances added urgency to the battle. 

Moreover, many youths have joined the fight as they became 

enraged by mounting violence and moved by Arab Spring calls 

for greater freedoms. 

In  Damascus,  mean-

while, fights and small wars between 

Syrian troops and the rebels has con-

tinued. Syrian warplanes heavily bom-

barded rebel targets in the suburbs of 

Damascus and car bombs, killing hun-

dreds  of  people,  are  incrementally 

swelling. Currently as Syria reached 

‘Eid al-Adha’, an important religious 

holiday celebrated by Muslims world 

widely, the government force and the 

FSA agreed to ceasefire and so are 

under suspension of fire from October 

26th. Despite the agreement, a huge 

capacity of rebellions and gunfights 

still goes on, raising the awareness and 

tension between the Syrian troops and 

the rebels. In this status quo, however, a 

compulsive organization like the UN, 

to supervise the execution of the truce 

does not exist unfortunately. 

<Damascus> 

“
The regime wants to re-

capture the area because 

it  links  Damascus  with 

Aleppo, Syria’s two larg-

est cities. 

It is a very strategic city. 

“  
The  Syrian  people  are 

slaughtered, where is the 

world? 

I don't know if the gov-

ernment knows what I am 

doing here, and I don't 

care, 

We just  want democ-

racy,  we  don't  care 

whether  people  are 

Sunni,  or  Alawite  or 

Shia, or Christian 

What the Government Says 

What Free Syrian Army Says 

Keunhee Kim 

Peace: Peacemakers in Syria 

Violence Strikes Syria 
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 I f North Korea thinks South Korea is the only country they 

should stay vigilant against, they have another think coming. 

North Korea has grown a worldwide trouble as citizen's oppressed 

lives are slowly unveiling and as nuclear weapons are becoming not 

only a treat to South Korea but to the world. UN was the one to 

make its first move on March 22nd, when it accepted the proposal 

about North Korean rights that was suggested by 43 countries in-

cluding South Korea during its 19th Council held in Geneva, Swiss. 

The proposition includes problems about defectors shipped to 

North Korea and about capital punishment against political prison-

ers. This is the first time UN has approved to accept it without 

taking a ballot, making it a significant indication that the world has 

now turned its back from North Korea.  

  Few months ago, North Korean defectors who successfully es-

caped to South Korea were asked to shipped back to their homeland. 

However, their vivid testimonies about their lives in North Korea, 

how defectors confront poverty and torture that brutally devour 

their lives in concentration camps had touched millions of people 

around the world. The nation's cruelty and its pure horror were 

sympathized with human rights movement worldwide. With UN's 

support at its side, South Korea is gaining its momentum to pursue 

its hard-lined policy. Now that UN is with South Korea, N.K's next 

move is expected. Somehow, North Korea is not yet giving its 

opinions in a direct manner. However, looking in the long run, the 

best move it can take would be to yield amongst the cold gazes 

policy of oppressing human rights. 

 

Hyunsoo Kim 
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Brother Community in Germany 

  Although most of human rights asso-

ciations  are  sympathizing  for  Korea 

defectors shipped back to their homeland, 

Germany thinks quite differently. Ger-

man  compatriot  organization  claimed 

that almost  all  defectors living in its 

country were actually disguised Korean 

immigrants settled in China in order to 

get the support fund. The organization 

also  emphasized  that  these  so-called 

defectors  who  stream into  Germany, 

enduring  every  obstacle  during  their 

journey to live a new life are degenerat-

ing the value of human rights.  

  Even though the problem of solving 

disguised Korean immigrants is indeed 

urgent, the flame of anger toward the 

oppressing society of North Korea is 

being cast a shadow from its opinion, 

degrading it as  a trivial matter.  How 

angry the testimony of defectors may be, 

people must not ignore the fact that in 

order to achieve human rights, they must 

prevent those people from the one who 

try to abuse it. As long as immigrants, 

who risk the danger to get accepted into 

Europe as defectors, exist, the issue of 

defectors  would  never  be  calmed  as 

people  lurk behind  the  human  rights 

movement.  Alas,  the  flaming  rage 

against North Korean government and 

the sympathy toward defectors seem too 

heated to consider those negative effects 

that  sympathy  oriented  policy  would 

bring to them now. However, when the 

heat dies, people would have to recon-

sider that to achieve their goal, sympathy 

is not enough. 

 

North Korea Freedom Coalition of 

USA 

  Not only Europe but America is also 

actively participating in the act of pre-

venting defectors to be shipped back to 

North  Korea  by  force.  North  Korea 

Freedom Coalition which is the North 

Korean  human  rights  all  around  the 

states. Dr. Suzanne Scholte, the chair-

man of the organization claims that it's 

time. Organization of US has sent docu-

ments  regarding  the  withdrawal  for 

sending defectors back to their country 

to embassies of China all around the 

states. Dr. Suzanne Scholte, the chair-

man of the organization claims that it's 

time North Korea stopped its brutal be-

haviors against human rights and China 

abandoned its policy about repatriation 

to the north. Although the embassies of 

China remain silent without comments, 

the organization is not going to give up 

easily. They are already planning to help 

North Koreans tortured in concentration 

camps with renowned lawyers and pow-

erful organizations working for human 

rights.  

  The organization lively plays its role, 

continuously updating the events and 

activities it is making in their homepage. 

Communication through internet is its 

main strength. By endeavoring to asso-

ciate with the issue of defectors online, it 

is steadily making a progress as it con-

nects diverse people interested in human 

rights. With the help of social network 

worldwide, the organization is taking its 

part in drawing out people's sympathy 

toward defectors, fastening the world's 

effort to save them from brutal torture by 

their government.  

  Although, their works are not yet influ-

ential throughout the world, in a few 

years, N.K. should be aware of its power 

of computer as millions of PC users 

would  unite  as  one  powerful  voice 

against it, shouting for justice and rights. 

With UN and NK Freedom Coalition' 

actions, it seems that North Korea would 

become alienated from the world com-

munity unless it changes its policy of 

anti-human rights. 

 

North Korean Human Rights Coali-

tion of Canada 

  Canada, who has fought Korean War 

alongside the south,  also disapproves of 

N.K.'s  repatriation  policy  destroying 

human rights. The North Korean human 

rights organization of Canada has asked 

the  federal  congress  to  view  the 

"Crossing", K. itself. 

  Deadly silence is  more fearful  than 

threats themselves.  The organizations, 

even though it is widely spreading their 

opinions, they should also be as careful 

as ever not to trigger N.K. devastated 

rage, a movie showing North Korean's 

devastating lives, directed by chairman 

of the association Gyeongbok Lee. It 

also started lobbying federal congress-

man recently in order to enact the law 

about North Korean human rights. They 

met federal congressman of the Liberal 

Party Bryon Wilfert and proposed him 

for cooperation on January 1st. Although 

the proposal about North Korean rights 

seems somewhat non effective, it does 

have a significant meaning in itself as the 

document showed that Canada is settling 

their position against North Korea in the 

long  run.  With  NKFC(North  Korea 

Freedom Coalition) and North Korean 

human rights organization of Canada, it 

seems that  whole continent  of North 

America is disagreeing with the policy of 

the North. Although the human rights 

movement worldwide has become more 

influential with the support from two 

powerful countries, people should not 

forget North Korea's behavior like a way 

that as the world comes in closer like a 

cat slowly cornering the mouse in a fur-

tive manner, the mouse might jump and 

bite the cat instead, leaving it with a 

bleeding  scar.  Although  organization 

against  North  Korea's  government  is 

rapidly increasing, people are not hear-

ing any word from N.K. itself. Deadly 

silence  is  more  fearful  than  threats 

themselves.  The  organizations,  even 

though it is widely spreading their opin-

ions, they should also be as careful as 

ever not to trigger N.K. devastated rage.  

Peace: NK Defectors Social Issues 



Change of perspective from “brother from South” 

                                                                                                                                                                            Gaeul Lee 

Main thought about North Korean defectors can divide in 3. The turning points are 1960, 1990, 2008. 

The standard of the classification is characteristic of governments. 

  At that time, the South and 

the North were offensive to 

each other because it was right 

after Korean Conflict. So the 

society was filled with dark 

atmosphere.  South  Koreans 

thought that they have to catch 

North  Korean  defectors  and 

punish them by sending into 

jail. If there is a person who 

finds North Korean defectors 

and accuses them to the gov-

ernment, the government said 

that they would give a lot of 

prize to the person. 

Most  of  the  North  Korean 

defectors lived as illegal aliens 

and weren’t treated as humans 

at  that  time.  Their  human 

rights were ignored and they 

were impulsively sent back to 

the North. And then they got 

punished harshly in the North 

as the opponents to the Com-

munism. But the number of 

North Korean defectors kept 

increasing.  They  came  into 

North  Korea  through  many 

routes. 

  Media started to show attitude that the South has to protect 

the North Korean defectors because they are also Koreans. 

The South and the North also showed amicable relationship at 

that time, and the South government supported the Sunshine 

Policy. As a result, they started to accept North Korean de-

fectors and tried to make many policies for them. They guar-

anteed them to receive fine education, fine houses and food. 

To say briefly, Korean government showed favor and positive 

attitude toward the North Korean defectors. 
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  The South Koreans look the North as a 

dangerous country. Because of the nuclear 

threatening of the North, tension grew seri-

ously and we stopped have meeting fre-

quently with the North. Like the incident 

happened  over  the  Cheonan Navy Ship, 

manifold issues are made by the Norh Korea 

not to allow South Korea to loose its tension.  

  Government  majorly  does  not  propose 

much of welfare toward North Korean de-

fectors. As they are not familiar with Korean 

society, there needs to be an welfare sup-

plement and this budget would have used for 

economic growth rather than payments for 

welfare. Like this, there is negative aspect 

among the government. However, on the 

other  hand,  there is  also positive aspect 

some of the government claims as the reason 

for accepting North Korean defectors. But 

actually, The South Korean government is 

disinterested and unsupportive towards the 

North Korean defector situation in China. 

Although it has been over ten years since the 

problem of North Korean defectors has been 

a major issue, the living conditions and 

human rights situation of the defectors are 

not improving.  

Since 1990... Since 1970... 

Social Issues 

  Since 2008 the North and the South  

 started to drift apart…… 



The Reality of NK Defectors  

  Now, it is possible to estimate the number of NK defector who is staying in China. It 

is because they don’t want exposure of their identity. We just estimate there would be 

tens of thousands. Due to the flood of defectors in 1997, the defectors committed the 

breach of public peace, what is worse, the continuous repatriation and crackdown put 

their hideout in anxiety. After extensive repatriations, defectors’ living environment is 

poorly worsened. Defectors’ statuses as illegal immigrant lead them to the violation of 

human rights, especially about women and children.  

China’s Position on NK Defectors  

  About NK defectors China takes a stand that finds them and repatriates them forcibly 

based on the agreements made in 1960s and 1986. According to these agreements, 

China recognizes them as illegal immigrants not refugees. Also China restrains the 

sharp increase of the number of defectors to avoid unnecessary troubles with North 

Korea. Primary concern regarding the unbearable influx of NK defectors is that it can 

actually lead NK to breakdown. About this problem, world insists China to accept NK 

defectors, which China responds with their adamant stance of excluding any third 

party or international organizations’ involvement. What China says is that simply 

accepting the defectors would neither the ideal nor fundamental solution to the issue. 

They constantly argue that there must be some food assistance or economic aids to 

permanently resolve the defectors issue.  

 Is it Violating the Principle of Non-Refoulement or Not? 

  This China’s position is harshly blamed for violating the non-refoulement principle 

by human right activists. In spite of these criticisms, China regards NK defectors as 

illegal immigrants and keeps watching. What the issue in this defector problem is 

whether China’s compulsory repatriation is against the principle of non-refoulement or 

not. To apply the principle, it’s important whether the defectors are regarded as refu-

gees or not. In this principle the country where the refugee stays decides whether he or 

she is a refugee. So the final decision of defectors’ status is to be made by the Chinese 

government itself making the worldwide criticism goes into nothing.  

China’s Flexible Position on NK Defectors 

  China will analyze the factors that can have effects on their national interest and then 

counteract flexibly. For example, few months ago, 5 people who stayed for a longtime 

in Korean diplomatic office in China came to Korea. In this process China hung on to 

the position that they will solve this problem properly upon domestic law, international 

law and humanitarianism. During Seoul Nuclear Security Summit Hu Jintao, Chinese 

President, adopted a forward-looking policy saying that he was interested in defector 

problem and they will deal with it amicably. After that they actually let those 5 go to 

South Korea. Some expect that they will acquiesce their passage to Korea selectively. 

But also it seems that we have to watch the development of the situation. 

                                                                                                                              Sooyeon Kim 
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Japan Opposing  

Compulsory Repatriations 

  Compared with China,  Japan,  an-

other country in East Asia seems to 

take  the  different  position.  Japan 

shows  totally  different  stand  with 

China. Hiroshi Nakai, Head of Na-

tional  Public  Security  Committee, 

said that Democratic Party of Japan 

has a consistent position that Japan 

should  accept  refugees  from  all 

around the world and the Japanese 

government will help them settle and 

give them economic aid. Mr. Nakai 

said “All we need to do is amend NK 

human right law enacted in 2006. But 

also he said China is not cooperative 

with exit permit of NK defectors so 

they have to solve this problem. Prior 

to this, since the beginning of 2010, 

Japanese  Government  and  Democ-

ratic Party carried forward to amend 

NK human right law as a way to in-

tensify the economic aid to NK de-

fectors  and  granted  them  refugee 

status as a way to expand their settle-

ment in Japan. On the one hand, Japan 

has protected the NK defectors in its 

diplomatic office, but it is known that 

the Japanese government gave in a 

written oath to China that they won’t 

accept the NK defectors who are call-

ing on protection in the office accord-

ing to Yomiuri, Japanese newspaper. 

This newspaper said it seems Japan 

virtually gave up their protection of 

NK defectors. Honma Hiroshi, a hon-

orary professor of Hosei University, 

said this promise can provoke criti-

cisms that Japan made light of human 

rights. But Japanese government has-

n’t confirmed this report and Chief 

cabinet secretary hold a press and said 

that there are many NK defectors in 

China and they should cooperate with 

China  to  solve  this  problem.  Also 

Gemba Goichiro, the foreign minister 

said that the Japanese government will 

not reject NK defectors in diplomatic 

office in China.  

  In this situation, The position that 

East Asia should take is protect NK 

defector from the point of view of 

humanitarianism rather than that of 

political issue. Primarily, we should 

grant them refugee status so they can 

be  protected  by  international  law. 

After that, it seems to be the best for 

now  that  we  reach  an  agreement 

through  negotiations  with  NK and 

avoid conflicts. 

                                                                                                                              Sooyeon Kim 

사진 
  What  is  the  principle  of  non-

refoulement?  Non-refoulement  is  a 

principle of the international law and a 

customary law of nations which forbids 

the rendering a true victim of persecu-

tion  to  their  persecutor;  persecutor 

generally referring to a state-actor. This 

is a key facet of refugee law, that con-

cerns the protection of refugees from 

being returned to places where their 

lives or freedoms could be threatened.  
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FamilyFamily  
  “What can you do to promote world peace? Go home and love your family” -Mother Teresa 

  When everything boils down to hell, the only thing left for you is your family. Your family is the root, the 

shelter, the endless ray of light for your life, and without your family, your life will be much unendurable than 

it is right now. As Mother Teresa so warmly and wisely says, world peace does not start from big things, but 

from love for your family and home.  

  However, the problems that our nation’s families face right now are threatening this nation into peril. We 

examine through this edition of Horizon the dismantling of our family structure, and the dangers that these 

phenomenon shows to us.  

 Junhyub Lee 



  First, we need to recognize why having conversation with our 

fathers is so important. The fact that conversation between a 

father and his child is important has been proved by various 

research. For instance, Concordia University discovered that 

fathers who are fully committed to fostering their children can 

develop their cognitive ability and behavior. According to the 

research, whether or not a father lived with his children, a 

father who appropriately limits action of their children results 

in positive influence for them. Also, he can solve childrens' 

psychological problem such as sorrow, low self-esteem, or 

nervousness. As a result, a control ability of a father works as 

an significant factor on raising their children. So, for the ap-

propriate development of cognitive ability and behavior of 

children, communication between fathers and children must be 

practiced continuously. 

 

<Current Situation> 

  According to <2012 Statistics on Teenager> 

done by the National Statistical Office, the 

largest proportion of teenagers spend less than 

30 minutes talking with their father. On the 

other hand, 'more than 2 hours' was the most 

selected answer  on their  conversation time 

with their mother. Should we consider this 

situation as fair and proper? 

<Its Root> 

  Since when did the conversation between a father and child 

decrease this much? As a social phenomenon is a result of 

complicated causes, it's difficult to find out an exact reason. 

However, its various causes include difficulty for feeling sym-

pathy because of a generation gap, lack of time spending to-

gether, etc. Actually, the only period during a day when a father 

and his child can spend time together is the evening. However, 

it became hard for fathers and children to meet even in the 

evening because of fathers' night work and teenagers' after-

school self studying. Recently, self-studying program changed 

into self-regulation, but still many Korean high school students 

study until 10PM staying in school. So, it is not an easy matter 

for a father and a child to spend time together. Also, because of 

current culture, many people even don't realize why the con-

versation between them are so important. However, a sufficient 

amount of communication between a parent and their children 

is the foundation of a healthy family and a healthy society. Then, 

what has the government done for such an important founda-

tion? 

 

<Why Is It Important?> 

Kyungji Choi , Siyeon Jo 
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Details 

system 
Organization Period Contents 

Visiting Father's 

Class 
Seoul City 2009 ~ 

  The program which visits busy fathers' workplace or kindergarten 

class and teach the importance of fathers' role. Also, it provides 

various programs so that a father and his child can play together. 

Law of Social En-

vironment for Fam-

ily Intimacy 

Ministry of Gen-

der Equality & 

Family 

2010 ~ 

  The law is about carrying out institutions such as child vacation 

leave, no working overtime, family cultural experience, etc. It also 

investigates and evaluates many factors needed for making a family 

friendly environment. 

Campaign of Fam-

ily Day 

Ministry of Gen-

der Equality & 

Family 

2010 ~ 

  Every Wednesday is fixed as 'Family Day'. On that day, workers 

should not work overtime so that families can spend time together as 

much as possible. 

Family Intimacy 

Forum 

Ministry of Gen-

der Equality & 

Family 

2011 ~ 

  The forum is made for sharing some cases of companies which 

proceeds, family friendly management and also spreading those 

types of systems. 

  Then what is the real way to enact fam-

ily friendly institution? The government 

needs to strengthen existing policies be-

fore establishing new ones. By giving 

incentives to the companies keeping the 

policy and punishing if not kept, 'Family 

Day' should be widely enacted so that the 

entire family, including father and chil-

dren, can gather together. At the same 

time students are to be exempted from 

night self-study at least for Wednesday so 

that  the family culture can be settled 

around whole nation. 

  Meeting is not enough. Father and chil-

dren might spend time in vain because 

they do not know what to do. In that case, 

a good way would be that local commu-

nity centers provide fruitful programs to 

the father and children. Indeed, Incheon, 

Ulsan, Jeju city are now runnung a pro-

gram  <Family  love  experience  Day> 

which is composed of activities making T

-shirts, cubes, and doorplate. The gov-

ernment is also practicing 'Visiting Fa-

ther’s Class' which informs the impor-

tance of a father's role and offers various 

programs to busy fathers. 

  What needs to be developed is diversity, 

as most of the programs are for very 

young children not  for  adolescents in 

their teens. Existing programs are effect-

less to fathers with adolescent children. 

The fact that adolescents and fathers are 

having  more  communicative  problem 

than others, necesssitates the government 

to care more about fathers with older 

children. 

  Therefore in this current situation, the one who should take 

initiative is the government. In fact, quite a while ago Ministry 

of Gender Equality and Family had promoted a few policies 

focusing on family welfare under the objective, 'A society of 

every and each happy family, an equal society of everyone 

being together'. Flexible working practices, screening and 

supporting model companies that are running family-friendly 

institutions are good examples of the government's policy. 

Companies which keep 'Family day' every Wednesday and 

guarantee going home on a fixed time, are given authentica-

tion by the government. 

  The policy seems effective, but in fact it is not. They have a 

good purpose and cause, but they lack practical methods for 

enforcement and feasibility. Since there are no sanctions to 

companies that are not following the policies, most companies 

do not execute them. Among 3.1 million companies, only 160 

companies were given authentication by 2011. 

<What Should Be Done> 

<What the Government Has Been Doing> 
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<Current Situation> 

rank from 227 countries. This isn't the rank 

for the illiteracy rate nor unemployment rate. It's about birth 

rate. This year's average birth rate was only 1.23 child per 

family. South Korea is one of seven countries with per capita 

income exceeding 20,000 U.S. dollars and a population of 

more than 50 million. The other six countries are U.S. Japan, 

France, Italy, Germany and Britain. The problem is that 

Korea`s future does not look so bright due to the alarmingly 

low birth rate. If the current fertility rate continues, experts 

say, the country`s potential growth rate will fall to 1 percent 

in the early 2030s. The rapidly aging population will force 

the younger generation to support more elderly people and 

cause an influx of foreign workers due to lack of labor sup-

ply. Experts say such changes will fundamentally shake the 

decades-long fabric of Korean society. 

Korea is trapped in 

Low Fertility and  

Population Aging 

222 

Kyungji Choi 

Siyeon Jo 
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  As recently as 30 years ago, the biggest 

task of the Korean government was birth 

control. Under the slogan 'Raise well by 

having two children', the government gave 

priority to couples with one child in buying 

apartments at the time. By contrast, those 

with more than three children had to pay 

heavy residential taxes. In hindsight, how-

ever, this birth control policy proved to be 

shortsighted. In 1983, the total fertility rate 

fell below 2.1, which is required to main-

tain a population and the figure continued 

to drop until nowadays. 

  Moreover, due to the growing number of 

economically active women and late mar-

riages, the birth rate of women in their late 

20s fell from 238.5 to 145 babies per 1,000 

people. The economic climate is one of the 

factors that has especially played a role in 

people’s delaying or giving up on having 

children. According to the research of the 

Ministry of Health and Welfare toward 

2,000 adults, most people, 60.2% of them, 

said that the cause of low fertility rate is the 

expense of bringing up and educating a 

child in Korea. Sang Min Lee, a member of 

the National Assembly, discovered that 275 

million won is necessary to raise a child 

until sending them to college. Because of 

those causes, the situation is getting worse 

and worse. Then, let's look at the following 

result of low fertility rate. 

  Social welfare issues have always been a hot potato. It is 

needless to say that low fertility and population aging is a 

number one issue in this nation, because it is directly related to 

the power of the nation. The question is how much the gov-

ernment is responsible for. There being no designated line, 

Korean government has been struggling between publicness 

and cost. What is the 'appropriate' level? 

  What we commonly agreed on was supporting both job and 

family. It is reality that marriage is based on employment and 

housing. Employment and stability, the government cannot 

stress enough how important these are. Now employment and 

stability is focused on college graduates too much. The con-

ditions needs to be lowered. 

  Citizens also feel burdened when it comes to child rearing 

expenses. This might be an individual problem, but we cannot 

deny the fact that its basic reason is rooted in our social struc-

ture. Admitting that a financial burden can be followed, not 

only to overcome the low fertility trap but also to enhance the 

quality of life, people need a solution lightening child rearing 

burden. Some exemplary companies provide realistic mater-

nity leave by putting in substitute workers a month before 

one's leave. This policy lessens emotional burden of leaving 

woman and other remaining employees. In other words, it 

enables balancing work and family. 

  Working is becoming more compatible with family in devel-

oped countries by social policies. However Korean society 

still forces people to concentrate more on working. That's why 

balancing working and family in Korea requests for an epoch-

making breakthrough more than other countries. Coexistence 

of job and family is hard to gain without companies' active 

participation, and it should not be discriminative. However, 

numerous people including non-regular workers are excluded 

from the benefits. It means Korea is left behind among others 

because the policies still remain in low level not being ignited. 

Solving this deep-rooted problem is more than just legislating 

and administrating. It asks for practicality and consent. A great 

deal of election pledges had come out, but many of them were 

based on political reason. Considering low fertility is not a 

simple question that can be worked out on few social welfare 

policies, society needs more rational, scientific pledges. That 

is the way we can be relieved of tenacious trap. 

 

<Results> 

  According  to  the  analysis  on 

national recognition of Low Fer-

tility and Population Aging con-

ducted by the Ministry of Health 

and Welfare,  people chose 'tax 

increase(33.5%)', 'labor shortage

(25.9% )',  'unstable  golden  age

(15.3%)' and 'decline in national 

competitiveness(14.1%)' for ex-

pected problems. People regarded 

66.7 as a standard of dividing the 

aged while they thought they had 

to plan for their later years since 

30~40s. It means people prepare 

for their golden age for about 30 

years. 

  Actually  these  expected  prob-

lems are not anymore far from 

reality, they're in progress indeed. 

What we call a vicious cycle is 

going on actively because these 

results are becoming new catalyst 

of  low fertility  and  population 

aging. 

<Causes> 

<Solutions> 
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1) Economic Problems 

2) Diseases and  

   Health-related Problems 

3) Alienation and 

    Severe Loneliness 

  As long as a legendary potion doesn't appear in front of 

us; every man must drink the bitter wine of aging. During 

the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial society, many problems arose to the surface of our society. One of them 

was that our society was 'aging' and everyone soon felt the weight of the problem. 

  Noting the fact that our economy suffered a freezing cold winter, it is not hard to find old men and women collecting paper box 

and empty bottles in the streets. They collect these materials to carry on their living. However, the government has failed to 

analyze the situations of the old; the only existing means of government funding to these destitute poor people are constrained to 

1) support in public transportation 2) elderly payments; which is clearly systematically limited. Furthermore, rate of aged soli-

tude people who are living with their children is falling and regardless of their economic status, most elderly old are living alone 

after their spawn dies earlier. Without having anywhere to lean on, these outdated heroes desperately need support from the 

government. Also, one of the primary causes for the depressing situation of lone-living elders is that government has failed to 

facilitate their job search. After their retirement, they do not have any means for living, meaning that economic burden is pushing 

them hard. It clearly seems that we need to establish a consistent policy that can provide jobs, give consistent support, and for-

mulate a social-scientific strategy to take these groups inside our safety net. 

Everyone becomes old.  

  Why are we facing the problem about 

caring for the aged elders? This is be-

cause we are currently entering the 'aging 

society'.  The  definition  of  this  'aging 

society' is a society where the percentage 

of society's participants who are older 

than 65 is over 7%. In the past, people 

dreamed of living old but due to the de-

velopment  of  medical  technology and 

well-being lifestyle, that dream has re-

turned as a sharp spike to our society. It 

brought the assignment of dealing dis-

eases, unemployment, poverty, loneliness 

that are felt by elders in our society. 

  Problems related to aging lonely elders 

can be categorized into three domains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The first problem is about the economy 

and the livings of these elders. Due to 

their weak social positions, they suffer 

numerous obstacles. The second is about 

health. It is natural for our body to have a 

weaker immune system as we age. The 

elders  are  experiencing  weaker  body, 

weaker  health  but  the  government  is 

currently not providing sufficient medical 

support. The last problem is social alien-

ation and loneliness felt because of that. 

Human beings are social animals. Mean-

ing that social interaction is necessary for 

living. However, the elders are not having 

enough communication and social inter-

naction needed to carry out their social 

life. 

 
Joonyoung Shin 
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  We now know that the problem of lonely elders and our aging 

society is serious. The impact of that very problem expands to 

numerous aspects of our society and they reach very deep. 

Therefore, it becomes obvious that we have to take care of this 

problem as soon as possible and make sure that all members of 

our society can harmonize in the given structure. Especially for 

the lonely elders, it seems clear that the government has to close 

up the loopholes which prevents elders who really need help 

prevent from getting it. This is only the beginning. The govern-

ment must assign more policies that can actually 'help' those 

elders. In the past, many of the polices which were assigned to 

help these people were only half-hearted. Many of them were 

only for , 'showing', meaning that its actual effects and efficiency 

was not thoroughly determined. Therefore, fabrication of firm 

and tangible solutions must be provided. 

  Investments and modifications on current policies and im-

provements mentioned above can be a solution to elderly prob-

lems. But, we must realize that those steps are not the funda-

mental solutions. When the attitudes of the members of our 

society change, by perceiving that taking the burden of elders is a 

proud obligation rather than hard work, the policies will change. 

Meaning that attitudes are the fundamentals which change and 

formulate the given tools. In fact, we see many news and articles 

about the bitter indifference we have on these elders. A country 

which was deeply rooted on the idea of respect and love for 

adults has faded away and took away the lights of that shine. It is 

time for our country and people to set up and revive those mind 

sets which are mere remnants of the past. Maybe we can start 

right now. Love your parents. Love your grandparents. Love 

your family. 

urrent  governmental  response  to 

elderly problems can be catego-

rized into four kinds. 

  1) Pensions Schemes 2) Health Insur-

ance Service 3) Housing insurance poli-

cies 4) Facility Protection Policies 

  1) Pensions Schemes: This is a gov-

ernment policy which tries to solve the 

economic problems related to the elders. 

After retirement, it is common for elders 

not to have any jobs, not to have any 

means for living. The government pro-

vides money and financial support for 

these retired and old men so that they can 

carry on their living. The amount of pen-

sions may differ from person to person 

and  there  are  several  requirements  in 

order to receive these benefits. 

  2)  Health  Insurance  Service:  The 

government  realizes  that  elders  need 

health services. This is part of their action 

to solve the problems related to public 

health. They provide free services for 

their health-check ups and provide free 

lunch and dinners for elders who cannot 

eat well.  Festivals related to the well 

being of elders are held every year. The 

boundary and benefits of these policies 

are getting bigger and bigger and a large 

part of the cost during this process is 

earned from the young people through 

taxation. 

  3) Housing insurance policies: Elders 

need better homes that are more comfort-

able and safe. This is because as they age, 

they become more sensitive and weaker. 

The  government  provides  new public 

housings and free remodeling services for 

these elders so that they can have a more 

pleasant fashion of life. Also, the gov-

ernment  supports  the  elders  who  are 

looking for new homes by giving them 

financial  supports  for  their  rents  and 

mortgage loans. 

  4) Facility Protection Policies: When 

elders retire from their jobs, they have 

nothing to do. So they usually go to fa-

cilities which accepts the elders or meet 

their peers at a local net facility for these 

people. This policies requires these poli-

cies to keep up with regulations which try 

to ensure the safety of these elders. Also, 

inside this policy there are laws which 

protects  elders  from being  abused  or 

harmed from other people. This policy 

takes care of overall safety of the aged 

people. 

<Future Steps that are Needed> 

<Governmental Policies> 

C 
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Throughout  
its five thousand years of history, Korea has proudly main-

tained its cultural and ethical identity as a 'one-people nation'. 

However, it is getting more and more difficult to label Korea 

with such a name, as people from all over the world are now 

incessantly immigrating into this country to find a new job, a 

spouse, and many other lifetime opportunities. 

  What is worthy of notice is that these incoming people are not 

just comprised with foreigners from faraway countries, but 

also people who share almost the same historical and cultural 

background with South Koreans : the North Korean defectors 

who escaped their homeland and decided to move south. Since 

2005, Koreans made a new name called 'Saetumin' for these 

group of people, which literally refers to those who have come 

to settle in a new land to seek for a new life. However, the 

reality is just too harsh for these Saetumins to make their hopes 

and dreams come true. 

  The South Korean government and the ministry of unification 

has been working on developing various programs and facili-

ties to help the North Korean defectors and their families to 

successfully settle into the South Korean society. The most 

representative attempt was the establishment of Hanawon, a 

center in which the defectors can reside while receiving edu-

cation. The government also established several Hana Centers, 

which are amenities that help local North Korean defectors by 

providing them with opportunities to cooperate with South 

Korean residents through various programs such as making 

Kimchi with the local residents, experiencing Korea's holiday 

traditions, and so on. 

  These attempts and efforts made by our government are cer-

tainly very important and might be of great help to the defec-

tors. The programs provided may give them great experience, 

information on Korean culture, and opportunities to cooperate 

with South Korean citizens. However, we should look into this 

issue in a matter of what these people actually need. What the 

North Korean defectors need is a South Korean friend, who can 

let them relieve the anxiousness and loneliness they have from 

moving away from their home, and help by naturally guiding 

them into the basics of adapting to South Korea. However the 

policies and programs developed for the defectors in the status 

quo does not have enough sustainability nor sincerity to help 

these North Korean defectors have a local friend. 

  Without doubt, the government needs to work harder on de-

veloping better policies that could give them more practical 

opportunities to cooperate with South Korean citizens. The 

process might become much more easier if programs targeted 

on the cooperation among youngsters, which is why a group of 

students in HAS, including myself, has been working on the 

development of a nationwide program that could facilitate 

intimacy between the North Korean defectors and South Ko-

rean citizens. We suggested a proposal to the ministry of uni-

fication and certain schools for the North Korean defectors on 

making a program in which young defectors and young stu-

dents in South Korea could have an opportunity to be friends 

with each other through peering(studying with a peer) and 

running clubs based on their interests. 

  Due to the political issues that remain between the two Koreas, 

a lot of Koreans nowadays are beginning to deny the need for 

unification and even whether we should think ourselves as a 

family. Regardless of what we think about North Korea itself, 

the people who have come to our country are definitely our 

people, and this is why our society has a duty to embrace these 

North Korean defectors, and this is also why my friends and I 

have been working on this project. However, this is just a one, 

small movement. In order to truly welcome these defectors as a 

member of our society, more and more people need to recog-

nize them as family, and need to think about what we can do 

more to do so. 

Opinions 

Hyewon Hwang 



  In Korea, a controversy between affirmative action for North 

Korean defectors has been on the table for a long time. Since North 

Korea and South Korea are different for many parts, positive policy toward 

defectors has been an important issue in the society. An affirmative action refers to 

policies that take factors including ‘race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 

and national origin’ into consideration in order to benefit an underrepresented group 

in areas of employment, education, and business. It is usually justified as countering 

the effects of a history of discrimination. In Korea, several policies exist for support-

ing North Korean defectors through support with education and employment. 

However, some people criticize about the method of supporting North 

Korean defectors in the society. 

  Some people argues that affirmative action will make North Korean 

Defectors to be crippled in self confidence. Affirmative action results 

in continued negative stereotypes of beneficiaries and causes self-doubt and 

low self-esteem among those beneficiaries who believe they attained their posi-

tions because of affirmative action. For example, affirmative action toward North 

Korean defectors describe North Korean defectors as second class citizen. But, many 

North Korean defectors actually think that these expressions can be a discrimination 

against them as well. This shows that North Korean defectors will not be able to stay 

confident on the society, and they would feel crippled as second class citizens. More-

over, there might be an under appreciation of North Korean people. In the case of 

former affirmative action in United States which was done for supporting African 

Americans, it was not really able to support them because of social atmosphere in the 

society. “I think anyone that works in corporate America experiences it,” said Bithia 

Carter, a broker for the Wall Street brokerage of Merrill Lynch. “Every time I do 

something, if I do succeed, then people say the government gave him a break be-

cause he is black” is also mentioned from him. As affirmative action cannot guaran-

tee a critical solution in all parts of the society, some people are suggesting it to be 

abolished. 

  On the other hand, others are claiming that affirmative action needs to be main-

tained for supporting weak people in the society. For the first, they assert about a 

necessity. As North Korean people don’t have any social bases, systemic discrimina-

tions exist for North Korean defectors. According to the statistics, 67% of North Ko-

rean defectors are saying they are facing with discrimination. Half of them men-

tioned they weren’t being paid fairly or getting promotion, and 39% said they were 

shunned by colleagues. The number of North Korean defectors has been steadily on 

the rise in recent years, with any having difficulties adjusting to the capitalistic South 

Korea. Moreover, social conditions and environment that North Korean defectors are 

placed in disables their ability to compete on equal grounds with South Koreans. 

From the statistics, an unemployment rate of North Korean defectors is 5 times more 

than ordinary South Korean citizens. In this status quo, with the purpose of the af-

firmative action which is to promote social diversity and reducing ethnic conflict, a 

damage and discrimination toward North Korean defectors can be minimized. 

  Concerning all of those assertions by many people, it is necessary to consider this 

problem seriously for North Korean Defectors. As supporting defectors is a sensitive 

problem with North Korea, it is required for the government to determine seriously. 

 Kyungho Park 
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a 7 year old girl was abducted from her 

home. She was brutally raped and was found 

one hour later next to a road along the Yeong-

san River.  Sleeping naked,  her  colon and 

intestines were both badly ruptured. This is 

the brief account of the Naju case which 

sparked controversies over the treatment of 

sex offenders. But no matter how brutal the 

crime is, we have become "accustomed to" the 

shock the issue delivers. Countless news of 

rapists bombarding our society have become 

narcotics that numb people's repulsion and 

fear. Whenever child rape decorates the head-

lines, we become dismayed only until the end 

of the news. The fuming rage then diverts to 

other more familiar matters such as essays due 

tomorrow or rooms to be cleaned. Even teens 

who could become the next targets consider it 

as a mere gossip. To them, child rape is like 

articles featuring poverty in Africa, pitiful yet 

distant. 

But the terrifying truth is that the crimes are 

indeed intimately related to our daily lives. 

Each year,  the  average  age  of  victims is 

gradually getting lower. With the range of 

targets  becoming wider,  although it’s  dis-

tressing to admit, the next moment it could be 

your friends, your family, or even you. 

On August 31,  
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  From the repelling case of Cho Du Soon, people have sug-

gested numerous precautions that governments need to take in 

order to eradicate child rape. However, teenagers who are 

exposed to danger in their everyday life are really the ones 

who need to be provided with warnings. To help adolescents 

break out of their nonchalance, the first and foremost concern 

they need to keep in mind is this. Drop your prejudice about 

suspects. 

  Before we go into the main point, first imagine a portrait of a 

criminal. If a visage of a hooded stranger with a mask forms 

up on your head, then your mind is already drenched in flashy 

Hollywood pictures. Not only you but almost all teens who 

stick to TV or the Internet form this universal stereotype be-

fore they realize it. 

  Then why do media create such prejudice? Shockingly, the 

key to its answer lies in our society. Throughout the years, in 

order to justify innate virtues of societies and humans, we have 

endeavored to place evil outside the boundary of our commu-

nity. Consider the criminals on TV shows. They are always 

depicted as gangsters, psychopaths, or extremists. The con-

victs are far from ordinary and are ones defined as outcasts in 

our world. For instance, Joker from the movie “Dark Knight” 

plays his role as a deadly match to Batman. While watching 

the movie, audiences become overwhelmed with his morally 

twisted conscience. The problem is, can we comprehend his 

madness? The answer is no. Joker is a portrait of chaos itself 

and this naturally qualifies him as an antagonist to stand op-

posite to our society that "stands for" discipline and moral. 

  People have strived to remain inherently good with the as-

sistance from the media. Yet after encountering innumerable 

crimes we gradually comprehend that evil exists not only 

outside the society but inside as well. Although the media 

draws a veil to its ugly truth by estranging culprits for their 

absence of morals, its fragile glamour shatters before reality. 

Those criminals were once our friendly neighbors, friends, 

people who were accepted as members of our "morally per-

fect" society. The rapist in Naju case was in fact a friend of the 

victim's mother, a nearby resident who used to ask his regard 

to the family. Declining offers from strangers have become a 

naive cliche. Not only strangers but even people who are 

considered close should be watched on guard as well. 

  From the past, people have expressed their fear of confront-

ing strangers or unfamiliar circumstances. Childhood stories 

such as Little Red Riding Hood are examples of how trusting a 

stranger can bring deadly consequences. But with the rate of 

child rape increasing every year, we need to perceive through 

the veiled reality. Extreme suspects created by media are only 

products of society's desire to assert their innate good. The 

coarsest truth lies within us. Child rapist is not an opaque 

nightmare but is reality itself lingering around you. Adoles-

cents should wake up from their false consolation and face it's 

the appalling fact that familiar acquaintances can turn out as a 

complete stranger. 

  In reality, wolf was not the only one who marked the Little 

Red Riding Hood as a target. The friendly hunter was the 

sickening reversal, the inconvenient truth. 

Hyunsoo Kim 
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  and  ris-

ing  sea 

levels taught to humanity the devastating future that fossil fuel 

presented. Starting from the moment when global consensus 

was reached to replace the current energy source to a different 

one, numerous governments and corporations have strived to 

find a creative new source of energy that could guide humanity 

through the path of prosperity. Among the many new ideas that 

arose was ‘biofuel’; a groundbreaking idea that the food we eat 

daily could actually be transformed into electricity. Many peo-

ple became wildly enthusiastic about it, because the fuel proved 

to be not only efficient, but also sustainable and renewable. The 

front-runner of this entire frenzied trend toward biofuel was the 

United States of America.  

  The US passed a legislation that mandated the nation’s 40% 

of corn production to be used on biofuel. The US government 

also took active steps in order to implement the usage of biofuel 

in various sectors of society, especially in the US public service 

sector. Biofuel was portrayed by the media as a new future for 

the US energy production industry; subsequently followed by 

new technologies that improved the efficiency of the fuel sig-

nificantly. Experts expected that the industry would expand to a 

245 billion dollar market in a few decades. People all around 

the world were simply enthralled by the wonders that this new 

fuel promised. 

 

  What many people failed to realize here is that the things we 

see about biofuel through the media are nothing more than a 

specious façade. The future we see through biofuel is far from 

prosperity; at least now. The facts that the media hides about 

biofuel are mainly centered on two things: poverty, and envi-

ronment.  

  The biggest problem with biofuel is that it exacerbates the 

problem of poverty worldwide. The current usage of biofuel 

anticipates a future where the third-world would end up in 

perpetual starvation. The problem is especially notable in the 

US. A major reason that food prices have risen recently is 

because the US (which is a major agricultural producer in the 

world) used 40% of its crop in biofuel. A study even stated that 

US biofuel is responsible for the Mexican riot that occurred 

because of rising food prices, the 10% rise in agricultural prices, 

and also the doubling of corn prices in the late 2000’s. While 

the third-world is suffering from poverty, desperately craving 

for just a cup of grain for the day, the first-world nations and its 

citizens are lavishing in the excess of crops, and this problem is 

festering because of the rise in food prices caused by biofuel. 

Though some skeptics argue that third-world poverty has 

nothing to do with biofuel, there is a far-reaching agreement 

that biofuel did contribute to rise in food price, subsequently 

leading to poverty. . 

Global climate change 
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  When the UN recently made an official statement dis-

approving the US biofuel production, their grounds were 

that the US was contributing to world poverty. There 

even arose a criticism within the UN that the US is sup-

porting biofuel for a political purpose; a political need to 

appease to the interest of farmers in the Great Plain region 

through biofuel. 

  The even more depressing fact of biofuel is that it does 

not even save the environment. The carbon emission of 

biofuel may be less than that of fossil fuel, but the bigger 

problem with biofuel is that it wastes the soil. The land 

and plants are all conquered by agricultural fields. The 

trees are cut down, and what follows is the destruction of 

local ecology. Already in Brazil, a nation that had made 

an agreement with the US to expand biofuel production 

and usage, the deforestation of the Amazon region is 

surfacing as an ominous problem to the world. In the end, 

the amount of carbon emission reduction that biofuel 

achieves is offset by the destruction of the ecology caused 

by agricultural expansion. 

  Humans always have a tendency to accept new things 

enthusiastically without any significant criticism or con-

sideration. That is an attitude that we must always be 

careful of. We see that the avid support that many US 

people and experts show towards biofuel must not ob-

fuscate our sight. We must always be careful in excessive 

dependence on biofuel. That is why we must reconsider 

the dark side hidden behind the bright side of biofuel; the 

despair behind the façade of hope.  




